83?.' GgORGE^TRQN PARISH CHURCHGLASGOW 



Bible ^Studies 



Winter Session 197I-72 



- jj I -Wo. 1 

;i , li 



Studies in I John Vnr +v,» d n '' ' '* 

1 - ? 1 . tJonri ; b .Y the Rev. George B. T> u ncrin.nM.A. 



! Passage read I'.inhn I-?.? 

I I" ' 

' ! F ELLOWSHIP 



6thi6ctober. lqy i 



WITHIN TRR FAMILY OT? arm 



'■^TB^J^^efe- ™ f ing to begin J | udying the 
authorship or where it was writt^ 2 Jl™ going into Mt alia of j 
agreed that this epJtle was wr?J?o« ^ CS ? t u t ° State that i? ;i 8 generally 
apostle, that in all?nrobaMh?S *f n by John ' the ^elovek 1 disciSe! the 
over which John had the o^er^hV* S M Written at EphesSi tto the churches 
of visiting Ephesus Jm s^n^arou^^ ¥" J ?f? atljr W ■ ^ Pr?vUege 
of St. John which, J all SSKbiSET M he traditional Me of the tomb 
and genuine, it wasja verfSonde^ful' moment" "" ±S we ^ Authenticated 

SwSFS^^^J™* f ? * as ^ with the welling of those 
«**-! health oW^ ,g 

i "HOW ItIptwaw **m tirtu Tm „„ : i : y • ent itled 



I "HOW ITlmW AN AND HOW t T BEGINS "' 



Sn^tSft^S^^ fer^ 2? ^ Ust one ™»» and on the ihal 
be fellowship there Sust ?irs? h?Sf Jf ati J?- of **' ^ ^ere is goLJ to 
John reveals how f aith Lmf K3 fe e faith and! in this opening verse St f 

thLe in wlii% h e f f * ^ ^° £e° ^^£. ^V ^ ^ ^ the 

us examine this firs? verse whi oh SfSi*- h *u " COmes tb* bthers. So let 
the beginning, whichjwe hlve"heard 5m ? th ? A * V * " Tha tUhich was from 
we have looked upon, land our ; haS'h^ C £ w * h ^e , seen, wik , bur eyes, which 

as Safe in r ffia- ajfre^Ss? 

also that he described Kit Jt «tu eternal Sonship of Jesus Christ «If 

and receive S£ Scori? Platers "of "to"? tt!" " h ° "«^3fc2.t'ihai2™* 
M 22 ' IS^J?" ** ™ Sto wSose th e a xper2Aoe th ?L r eW f; e l S .'» te "* *ich 

f- ?HE HSOMBmnit THEgoSPET.-Mm,, HMg '" " 

i ^SLn^It^^^ 1 !;?" 4 V° cal communication, b^j, what h „ 
; had to say, was araetef ffiVSj, ' ,? e "=^ned to Sal Jes^Ohrtet 
, experience of St John ?„ it d flna lly convinced bv it <hT ii 

10- 1A t.~?+ m, ^ thev Must- know about wita °n ris t then they must •• 
■ how shall ?h h ^ aha11 they' Sieve in h^'o/^ W L itin ^ in Ro ^s 
; word ha« \ *??? hear without a preacher?" ?h° n h ^ they have n °t heard? 
I S g VoJSafi^^^fsSSTto f^tHf^rSbelie^^f 

SSJXS SS *«J that -belSve^ P ^i? ^L^ JJ^Sm^ 
points that we have to note concern W+Jo! f S ° then there ' are 
(a) The audience ^nr the " concernin g , the spoken word:- 

---^^^^^^ SomucHof our"' • 




be 

oJWlse the Spirf^.oAoa! who Is hi, Si' + £" S 1 "? ?? fe to be ^"lod 

m y m ^ S . en? °, of .t%!P-^sence of the 




of the _ Holy; Snirit . 

is a ministry here we ppWi wb+«< .* ~ n , > ; >' - .-*..*,..<. 
.•'^oly-Spirit -cai bo grievld ' ^ Ma^^^^S ? C ?-^ e ^ct" that; the 
•mot the.. Spirlit ' and we ' Slev/ ?h,-^i2 c, U ? ^^^f^O-'-'-grieVe 
'■''him; .to. do in Uli and to^T'in' 13 ^+wH Spirit -when w&Ml to..allo, 
•"'Sd th- ;f -'- : 1 -■'' ! '• 1Ja .1 : ^ at " ror ' which .he ha£ belen given ' 



I *•• 



and ye't different r^th. word-'aol' 5?^! n Th f ■ tWby.w.ord.B- are-'similar 

■*he word translated..'., coked upon' SSS-'tf {&&'*?< ^ K, r00king ' 
But the main pctnt^r -o^. fi *^.S^^;^^^^ a »«- 



I- John 1-2 1? ' ' : " ' |j" - .-'*-. ',-, j.' | j'|* r ■ ' ■ 

I' r '|- ■ |M October .,- 1971 " 

Holkis 1 ^ ^terta^ ^ *2«» ?* ™ d °flj*W. Wwant 
are regarded m Wpn+54?~i„J « * ti^." 6 in a da y #4^ visual aids 
the minds br Si" ? n fL^fV^ raos ^P^fui #ctor in. shaping 
powerful becaSsej Vt ™SS?q ^ S l-L?* 8 * "f? la 1S + '.?.ife ion ^ «"*« 
The Church; and jLsus ChrM ?S ^ ? r£ ""V^ ear W&]fto°''*o the- eye. 
' aids. When We think bSk'tn So t % 8 S Cl de ?P yrat W? ne<3d visua l 
■these words of fig John'^that Siih L°£ ° Ur L ° rd ?f J f bat "^"behind 
■we have looked upon" w»' do ™v tf 1 "?, ?, ave f en *W K'eyes, which 
still he S L ( because $+*r S* L k % ir ? jY 0S if f^ Joh " saw can 
ioh of. Jesus Christ Uh«tJ-MT^ ery 2 hr ,V st i an is fcfjhor i'ncarnat- 

evangelism thatTh^en&or 1 W ° nd 2£ lf y0U ^callHhfe definition of 
■ ■wholS^hr?st7fo^ thl who°P In r S ^l " ?. a * "thefeering of, the 
world.;"- This- SiectioS SS'^ y ^. 'whole church I, tot! the. whole] 
seen -in thefministrv InA £?JS?«°!3 ° f & ? d ""* ^''concern of Goi was 
the, whple maSr !EvaLJ?lSS a ?i^ J? °«V«* «id ^at concern covered 
. m^oput that iXSSS S «^n?, d:1StCrted J t . h ? mes ^9.and trieditc 
but the will n?L?- P ' simply concerned with • the .souls -Of men 

... ^^^UT''?^^^^ r hol v f *^«ii2a»B 

• .preserved- blameless" P E tS/o L S leS Fi lrit ' soul = and body be 
...are. all numSedP Matth^lO°?o ^ "?T? th ' e ^i^s of ■ your :head 
the concern I of 3td- a «od S™»: J 8 ? 1 *?* 1 * 1 a3 , Weli 'i 33 ' salvation ;is 
think of thi surfciM tfrtS «5 S as . WGl i' as a clean 'h'eart. ' rWhen I- 
to a decadent naft™ -JflE of ^ Co ^ m ^^ 2 sometimes think of the "words 
"^e k^a^nSfahXbe^ato^S^ ^ COrded rf^thew 21:4? 
.• bringing forth the fruit J JL^? " ° yeu-and giveri :4b a nation- 
mEkoB. a£ appeal) To s ' J v JK t S ^° 0no ^s/dn^hy Communism 

Cbmmunism at lealt orofSceS » t ^n£! CkW 5 rd 5? tlonB S: TO^ '^isz-that 

. -wb^ a . P IeBcribS d JST , -2ffJS.-?2?^ action, lone- oJ' 



the attitude, of. J©£ 



tC d 'Sffi Tf ' com P^sion'-. -'Out 

Time. Of .'HlS st-rh-no-+.h A-P in :». 1 ■ , 



ifigof -the whole 

w£ must show- tho 
th£ most repeated 



mgt h .. * o[f His ■ verv 



- a£S Efe It- - ?» H *s^feio? — 

Christ they . eel a nowe? 1 ' ft?/^??.^ meilJ '^y nM'"! salvation in 
: greater ,thah their own ^Th & ooSt d }" 9 ^* pj» ^eirfewn, resources 
Jives? we. fiiaimlrti, +• ■ I Point is, can that powe-r -DO 'seen in 'our 

Whirlre welielnl^avePfor? *T A ^ -^ - haVe we M S'from? 
was "Thou sh ! a.U f aU his name Jcsuf J^S gi r?-, at W i^ irtli P f: Chris * 
their sins" 'but th ( 1/ / S for he sha11 sa V ftis people from 
Christ to do ju ,| exacSv SSJM? ft th ? ade( l ua oy of|fee P power of 
see the adequac 'of 5?«^™ • h h ? claimyd he o<Md do. Do they 
thing that Tohn ill seonHh S ' SoSSS ^ fe &nd ra i? e? l ti% t *he ; third 7 
then into f^W^fip^SS-JTSS*^ SSf, thB >ffi ^ ^h ( and 

the ve#-cf5iH|'-.^j Pa hg i0 " °; !; hric,+ - This; John w^'Jd never forUt 
dared SeS Johil iealiLd ^S*l BUf 7 te *f tht ' re » « l Chris? shoS-' 
with the nee'ds of Jn wal t liL^^ S c ? m P letc identification 
sin and there onfthj Cross , ! " "' iC L Wi h the;S^oblem of man's 

redemptive act of Divine Ji I J earin f th P burden 1 ' in J that great 
too of a similar! i "nSlication tSat Z I™ h&V ° v !, a °oe ! P ted the price 
den not simply of t,,. mateSa^ n S J- ^re getting : undor the bur- 

needs but of their .- r a tSal needs? SL"^* ^ Sim ^.. of thc ^ staclal 
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' ' : 5t " dies 'i n T John-bv thP RevyJGeorq a B, DunoU}} ' M.A.I 
Passag e rend 1st , ,Tohn 1^14 Studied 1 John ^ ' Isjjj October. ho 71 

. . ; . J FELLOWSHIP WTTHTN Tj^j^L^OgGOD ] - ■ 

' 1 ' j| ' ••.-'•. " ! P )':'"■• : 

^f^\!i^fe^^^- JHfflLJt Began .AttdSii; It. Begins" and 
faith which ipreSS; fltloLhZ fai J\ cam f Jo-bf. 3 phni pfcgilf , that 
people'today Audiilv'vi^?!^ ft \? ha J faith ^V'stiiircome to 
must be^eJe^^oSj^d^w^^^^*^^"- 004 in Chris - b 
further bade iand L • 5 m w^ 'T^ B i bl f " S * ud y« we lHft jfo take a step 
God's revela^on^?Himsel? in" C^? °Sh "^WlM behind 
As we read this' elLSe we fW^I i^Y! .^i"**" ^carnation. 



As we read this' e lie tie „ P ft** W? : Wnat T e cal .l'W Incarnation, 
ing of "St. John ai the ve?v^i^?-' a real P J ace thi W has -in..: the think- 
ship rest'. InVi John hfJ S atl n ; i ! P ° n which bot M' «a±thv-and- fellow- 

the word-o'f .Ojifa-fhp- wn^ in,x fii-i" R.S.V. ..you . wxlft (notice that Si 

dicates a divSiel : of onLxonC^ ! P6lt W± * h x a ^11^'^ t This ,±n-. 
what Johni^efSriL tm ?/h ngS ^ co ™ e ^°™ andt scholars as to./ 
as he does in ; liSoto's *osoel ^*5ST* *? C ^ is \.^^e.,Wpr.d of life 
pel as the. word J ??5J ^! P fL? ha ? ter 1 °^. is : he referring "to the gos- 



pel as thJ'word of •???;? ^P 31 * 1 ? ha P ter 1 or is *^ reSerring'to "the gos- 

?ooi that he it iiuiilL ErssfS !: ?r s iv , ide j on '^ : i^™«£!y 

that imparts life ' But fi+? m S^ + aa 3??L* Word - of lif e v 1 ' 'the .Word of God 
because P the |G.og e e i if ShS* ^&^ffJS™* '* *&* V^" 1 

^S^^in^^S^*^ 8 ™^*^^ ° n t0 ^e' historical'/ 

V. which Sas Sift 4b S ^ eS Ch ^ ist aS " the life * as manifested 

Here we see a clSe XralWi t £l + P ** he fw and was ^if^ted- unto us.": ."■ 
and John's rmSJi £ SS 1 between the opening, verses of ■ John's epistle 
I.ncarhation S o? P ?hri a ? wh?rh g ?« ^ ° U ' s * ud ? I Waht to oohototratp " on. the 
"The Word was mad? ?iesh £d dw P ??T^ d ^-#5* liU in these ™rds ' '•' ■ 
glofyias of the only begotten o? thf £6,23 f afl f/ e :^eld...^.glory ( ..th e 
can associate, with L?fS B L Father full -of grace and truthr"--- We" 
in St. luke? '! I /S thS accounts, in Sf. Matthew'.* gospel arid 

of Jesus Christ 25 u 'ue * ?J accou ^ support the claim 'thai; the -birth 
man spake liketh" man" 1-' JLi'f !^S of "Him while. He -was "alive "never 
We live in'-a time -he? in 1 ^ add ^ Ve ? waS man t?orn Ilk*- ttois.maa" 
not\merely beSS quSStiSed" SiVw *"! *?« *^*h of the. 'incarnation, i™ 
thihg'-'as.-this pistle o? s? rln i g ' d i nle '\ J his is ^f course- no- new 
of; the -basic, a. "ects^o? oS-'cfc^tl^S^^V 821 * «" •«ermihes 'one 
waa-Goai.incarn.ue both tr^Lv Sof J St^I namel y» that Jesus-Christ 
look'afthis.'t.ath : and thSp «So ^ ^7^ man. I want.- therefore •' to 
have to say. ' xn - a ^ d tnere are three statements which sum up. what 1 

A. . T HE teSlBTT^ TX X liE INCARNATION MUST BE_AJMITTES ■'"'" -."" 
.And that, on.two , 6 , inds;" the first, ground is:- .. .... • ' ■"'• 

face ihTTlHrfg ^ h J2! m ! da -? r " llmit3 ^SlM^dedge 'Let us 
• • everything ' about i .^woSd tSw! 2+? rtl ^ ,S ; ManTKia^ot ..know 
thing aboSt-'God. sav t'h J ^! S t« Wlth ' nor doe s man know every- 

that man knows ev, thS/wh k ' InC& u - tion - was ^Possible assumes 
the God who • creat A^£id 9 fh«? ? + thi l^ ea .1 ; |. d ' :^^erse ,and. -about 
farthest that see . ciam W«* S h statement is .of- c'durse.- .absurd; The 
v probable and we s l hav^oSf J 8 - to Sa ? *5^ ."■*^" Incarnation's im- 
:■ the bounds or lim ' of KaK J ^^y about that in a moment: but 
ility 6f such an , n t JSS •Sp^S^U 8 !' de ? and ^^ that, the pos sib- 
strange thinS th«- :± „ +S^ e u adm iJ tGd - " is alw ays to me a- 
ments is SpLdinr to ?a5S?^St% CXtent ^£ man '*^own ^ieve- 
. to set a limit of .heir^L^f- there ■ are u " fcil ose who seem :.£kious 



I John 1;? 



B. 



- 2 - 

13th Ooto.hfiT^ loy i 



whoIe.^fThe^bn^of i?Jl^ ^V 1 ^ to ^ peak with' ^uthokty on the 
person knowt afgfef deal abo^t ^I^hV^ 8 ^ :that bec ^ a 
has. the right t"SwaK with 1 - + C !t ^t therefore! j .that, same person 
course obvf o** poSSeT^S °2\e StfiKf 6 JTk' ^^ iS ^ 
. of man's knowledge "-the 1 possibn?^ J ^ ? f t ^ e ,^ ou nds or limits 
must be admitted - that is w ? °V5° ln . ca ™™lU taking place 
that "the possibility must be SSJ+I^V 00 ? 11 ^" P w °^-ohserve 
bounds orWp 1 ^^ £^J^^^- *V*I» U*t of the 

iruth%afe^^ L ^nMLs a :rt£l g§§a S ^ atolk iia' a simple " ; 
of the material Averse in which M^'mJ t£W' S ^ owl ^ 
in which 1 1 live comes rlnl+?oiii +« • lives. My krbwledge of the world 

are all receptive? In SinS^thL^LSf^ ™Z W R and ' mv sense * 
around I-am a bcipient thSw, ■ ; owled f e of % material universe 

taste etc. I receive the v«r?S,l^ 8G ^ eS 2 f si e h 4 pound, touched 
my mind.- interns If you JeS t c^K* ' f ^ Wit *T»* «* d - ^ese'then ' 
were' hot- functioning vou C L S „ < f glD ^ a P ers .°n CVhose" senses ' . 
in complete ignoranfc of 55 SSf someone whd.wpuld remain always 
So .knowledge i& the spirirual JllTi H-vf 1 ^? 6 that grounded him. 
into line>ithi| knowledge Sihed S +hp h ^ Ch ^ iS n ±an : ^ ld assert • ^^ 
that knowledge "of the SoiSiW il? he < ph ? S ^ al ai ^ d material realm, ■ 
atiori. So it «as'tK+*K££,S^ realm is initially based upon revei-" 
book of Job L^7 "Canst ?hofhf.o g ° $° "J/^ Prerecorded in Ihe . 
answer .is' of course? No ?L U, JF^S find out^pd?''' and the ■ 
has said "through God hione can^S" i? ?" T y ' °^ ^ » as. someone 
thinks in torms S of mall's sLrch 5?,.S r^™* " Natural, religion . 
of God's, search afterTLan? d: reveale d! religion, in 'terms ■ 

o? tL^asi^ol ^aiSLSK!/ ^3iknowlJdge',and in thj light 
must-be admitted? ^ wTwanf to ?«£?« lbXlity °5 fa* tarnation * 
not only ; . m ust he pi ...SlIlfbe^^teTbSt^ol^^^ *»*?** 
THE NECI^SITYJAN- DE ASSEkTT,n ! . . ' l;-U ''' ; ". : ■ ■ . 



.^d;.. is. love. This if of coSrsf a cSife^ t0 ¥#*• '-*«**&>'• that 
■approach.! to Lt" "presumable ?„ !?„ ^f* tlan concept Btf God- but > their 
highest attrlbAzte inhe y cJea?iro g ^ lin | s . J^'t |s' love is^he ■ 

-■• creature'; it wust'surelv hf ?^,, J '■ ^ raan ' xf it! is ' ^pund:- "in-. the ". 

- • those who ..saj tLnSLve fn^n/" "f ? u Creator - Thfl trouble, is : that 
believe .that .. 1 is lbW thf v ^ and., who go further '{and say,they ' 

which their tl. kiL D tor P p^ y + * hDn r ke -, that be lief'.4 cushion ..ujon 
■■out;., the impiic liSf 'S5 JS? to «o-to, eleop without going on to work 
about -W^np .^SSt tove'fs ?Sc SsT^f ° ^Vi^hifg at all * 
sleepiness and lethargy it if « *f S J l ^* S S th H> rld -*o encourage 
port thelcoritenlion-that the iLL •! t ^ bin S thing'.-i and I .would sup- 
sorted on these IZ g^unds?- ; neC0S8lt * for *he Incarnation can be as- 

(a) Human love d. ,rfl +u„ „ i -'■• ^. ' •• •■ I J "' '■' 

the supl^ne^Hiira. .. ^at chagac^r^HL^f n? T^T 1 ^ For one ' f 
reveal itself ,Ft6 c -rela- ???»??-, J *t CS ° f love ^i^at it seeks to 
... for a dol3, the love of I ItZi*'" w - h - e - tl ?° r ii: be thpi.We of a^chtlld 
-. child. ..or -iihe,love of a' husbSd^or^wife th ? lTO , W *°^r-f|r a 
. in look, 3h dee"d-fo- r-™««= „ ^ wife. Love- aCLwalys seeks in word 

.. y.TAad- thla.-3f course is ^xa^lv^hir^^-^^F t0 th H'F ne '« love ! s ' 

.". of God^ m John.'l4-21 "He that lov^th h S 8t T Hi ??? 1 f S ™ about thei - l°ve 
.-.manifest m'yself to him " I? th?Tm^ ?!l I - Wl l 1 lo ^ i^im ' and will 
, we -have a right to believe that it^?" J "n? 1 *! P*]»V»an love- surely 
• 4 ,lf God is.|love, then that lnt = 5 +v 1 i' ^ Uall y be-jbWof divine love 
.: ; to .the- objject of that lovo IL^ *£** God >^t s^ekvto reveal ItselJ* 
"attempt, td reveal h?Lo?? A. ^ ly ' ' t °x Blan hilDself > l(tf God does not 
justified 'in Sorting tha? GoJ S ce^n? m ^ kin J Jfel , surely wf a ?e 
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on^e^L^'o^ 11 Wha t ^ GVel J?! lifG c0 * ld God thertj'Uwi acted exLpt 
on the level of |a man's own life. If God was to regain-, himself tb 

SfN^iS hG m ^ st 2° J* as a man - This °f course Ifomefliately takes 
us into the realm of the miraculous or of the supernatural. |But what 
seems supernatural or miraculous to man 'is not nece.#Sily super-l 
J?h o ? r i" ira 9uloue to God. ; God's love longed to.|eVbal itself I and 
tit J *t' the leivel 0f l±f0 that raan c °V id *««* fully|,under S tand - 
SSfaS* E'a^I , Chri s* !cla i ra ed "He thft.hath seen- mb-' hath seen the 
««J ZZ* £ so adequately of not completely God has i revealed himself 

mlvwfT/il^?/" the pyrSOn of i Jesus Christ: It That is the 
mS y il life that man can really understand -. his, own - and God, 

SS ™%3/S Ve T?^ y 'w^ ad u t0 St0 °P down to man ' B 4HH to achieve ' 
reLtS5?'-n $ « hlB heart. We are conscious fe,thi s in another 
SSS'S: ^ow often those of us who are fond oft animals wish 

but tSS SSSSnJ^w SPe ! k / aM xe f C0UrS? th ^ tr y Ai#ately harji to 
out they cannot. We spbak to them and as they look'.af us it. is ob- 

rSrtS^JSS f y i"f g ^ derstand ' ^d the/can ojfj feurse ijSeStand 
?eaSv SaSSfli ?S* *^?, Cann0t rGally ^orstandWWthS can we 
wav" to fdof ™ nd ^em J 'If we wanted to communicatk ffl a complete 
S LnJ S would have tq be a dog..' May I recall $ story that I 

DcrlctJv ' P vZ t i m0 a ^ r h ^ ch SeefflS tonie to "HtfW **d point 
world f^;„ ; . he J St0 T y ' i S J 0ld of a b °y wh0 ^ew up lair to hecome a 
mSbhJ/2Jrf? H^t; he was walking \ through a fprefe; with his, . 
paSc s?a?i&^ d ±0 > tri P on an ant-heap accidentally. ThenorLal 
panic stations dnd movements were immediately observed.' J the ants ' 

ItZll^L*^ and , th * ther P ickin S "P what y remainII!'WySg to 
mother an? +hTK' tak± 2 S e Y e J ythins of value into a ' W« placf . ! The 
terro? Sd bSsvSoL S ^°i WatC S ins S° Ration and'the* fright and 
all !?„S +h? y i S ? f J he ants ' The b °y w as passionately fond of 
vou" JinJS? i ^4^ and h ^I m0ther knew " and said tWI toim "What a feity 
thSuSh+fS? i^Jl jtheae ante that you. love, them" The,: bey remained * 

coSld oSv " nIS 9 * S r i a .2 { ?? ent and then he "Pl^'dA^But, mummy, I 
S£o+ n 2 y •J 1 !** 1 ®* that if I was an ant." May we' sav reverently 

thS H exac'lvtet^Ji r S tha \? e l0VGd US if He beSmSTSS? 1 ^! 
unis is exacly what thfe Incarnation is, all about. . . i j 

SSslbilitv"" ^ an mi ^ + a K er J ed Z J . and WO assert « empkiii-callyi The 
then finall. - ! * USt b ° admitt<3d: th * Necessity cat' be; asserted.- and 

C - THE AUTHORIT Y WILL BE ACCEPTED ^ ^ 

ff„«°Sv, haB - ^ vealed Himself in Jesus Christ both in "lord and in deed 
ecr? P turo? U o?°? \n° f {"?" 0h r l8 I mUSt ' be wceptedjCSbSSlutS/'ao 
in the onrJ?L NeW 'S 8 ^** phraSe this in thre >' ^mendous words 
in the opoding verses of the 'Epistle to. the Hebrews". gpqg HATH 

davs'whon wf Sf'+o 1 ^^ a T2u y ear i y memory of ^?m^±±ng inThe" 
one of th/lL ^ d 2 H 3 ^ 6 ? Y lth crystal) sets and ea'i«-ffiones. It was 
+hf S^*? J e rl ^ e8 * lf not thG first of ' tho Chris tdafeferoadcasts by 
Se nation\nd° V K\ iS ?' t-\ m ***e ^oorge the Vth. '^fie' "had spoken to 

addressed soSe Sn^ ad + S P ?? en 'u M he EmpirG • then bei Pg a fat ^r he 
4o f™ P- j °? e ^ ords t0 th0 children and he said, "iChiMren the kin*r 

Ch.K? a S ng t ?, y ^ U " Whon y° u and I list on to the Wordf of Jesus g 
voS li V«n^ G . aS . V 5° Himself said t0 ;i « "OodPlSteSeakiS to 
it is SvinT Jrt r T S £ t fj ' C ?u a ? author "y ^»at is .ablolute befause 
people rlaiw S2 L^ 11 ?^ ihat this is ^u rub. .Itfes notithat 
it in +h«? iS can . lo g lca lly reject the concc; ' of the Incarnation but 
order to destro? H^ B ? ^M n ? hrist t° whi -' they^^ec? ?hat ^ 
His Deitv till L5 18 + ;athor " y tne y reject His Deityf land to. reject 

H »HS -rS^ ^ a "- * fetfe 

oul, I^SoyfeH^^I^^ H ° W 0ftfin w «i^ -oil meaning 

spiritual tStK "W, 1? P thS y iu i- . ' iud ? e0J ' Iu "Wpag '.attitude to 
finishes thrmatter Thov SL « "" W J l0 ° k at ^ aa if that 
find out what S ??;. U !5°L!°? ^°T er t0 havt ! ' aken the trouble to 

more important 2 iJhJ S t?»V° 0kS ' ?J ^ and %a^ purely is much 
v xuarn;. as it has often been said, thcro are "two sides to 
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iii 



'IU 



^t^s^t^t^^ introduoition *o the ^ tie of John 

'»££??». i Sht Up0n ^ at Pathway foi faith th»f S ! t£ 8 \jT verses as . they 
and! that we might fell expec £ ourselves «S Su Joh ? rii h elf h ^ trodden 

stated- in v. 2 £ fhp^Jlfv ° ked at the truth of the 1 InSrnatinn 
Our third -tay^bSSirgiSSSnS r^lf^ Christian] SpSSnce! ' 
takes us a step further into S»J «J,J al J y iJ° w * 5 ~ 5 andfUhis study' 
sharing of Christiln faith^wi?^^ dy ° f J hat fellowship' which the ■ " 
ness that particl|ation with otwf £?' *??? P«*a«rsh±p7th2t. together- 
a Part in ChristiJ livLgl We do Lif ? J ike . fai * h '^h is so vital 
Christian experionTu *I « ■ ■ c11 to < remind ourselves +h a + +v, Q 

butlmany who recognise those twn Lf + ? nve f ted and unbelMing wdrld 
nisj the third reStior. TtowarS otne? 3 ^?- ^ %$&&*£ to recog- 
this 1 xs obvioufl-i™ £•+.. £*,«.? other believing Christians 'snrt vo + 

Id. Inlcriptur^we^f ofHhiT 1 "S* < that 
: whose foundation is Christ o? ?KJ J iVi ? g 
-stone. Again in sor£p?u?e 'wfcjrSad oT^t ° f 
■ody whose head is Christ" n r ?Sif£ ,_ the 

■one Good Shepherd ?„ fl «fJ ™I many .sheep of • 
rt ^ ~"ir i& y *^ wne ^e jc ■ writer »+hfo« +?■ * t ndGed the ' 'implication 
order that ye also may nave foiiowS?! „-^ ngS decl are we unto you in 
is with the Father"! is aultil +w *u P Wlth us ' and *ruly our fellowshln 
between man ,nd GoV Jnd betiLn man an/f^ 10 ? ° f ^llowahip^ot? UP 
pose or goal of God ' ., savin* lr£T i^L ^+ XS , indeed thG ultimate pUr- ■ 

fn?n,^ at *}* se Parato.s maS^S God Zfc 1 ?' • ^ arG ?amllipr wi?h P £L . 
iniquities -have .aparuf.M botwSJn ?!' ? scripture tolls : us • this "Tour 
equally separate mE u L^-*/*^ ???* God " ^t of coSsV I? 
cSS bot^r ° Wn 11V9Q « ohSdren when an acf^? t 5 iSl "^ the e *P^- 

one in whiXtSe *^5£ r i£ c 5, lnto WMch Ch ^ s? SSd'bSn??. is' 
restored.- Our +vn «Z I ? , as boen removed and fpllnwoh^ u gl ^ 1S 



;tn . ne J nird reldtioi 
^nid xs obviously vktr 
the one family whose 
God never has an ori'3 ■ 

f^°^ s . in the one iv 
which- Christ is tho ! 
many members of the 
the flock cared fori by 



A. 



^rs that we do well W n< ,o in v. 3 . and the- 



And : thero are two mr 
first is j- 

unis living intercourso is to 



I John J. : 1— ^ > 



2'Hh Octobe 



r, 1971 



&S^^l*^^3^te ip sfej; 



of 



my fellow^clievK *ljL? 0d . r < Md ?""£ ("^'dly beftfen ^.Tala 

in those M^* f &%££ ^i^L?^ * l0 * e f *» 
(b) The pEEgfigfeOTLby which fell owship ?w< U : ] iv« T**-fiA»«v,4« «, 

what God maSifoSod ToST+h^ J '-, 1° PS* ** ln i F Sbrre<rt order 



*". °" u °" f"« game xp played. Fancv s< 

oveVwKhnS? th £P demanld i«g that other people kee, 

SSld happjn ?SrLSrn" 0r t t0 «*****• balls 1 , jwfeever "else" 

- * nteL^ ^L^l^ I^olutely ?^r 



and that ±a no /Xo n-p + • y ' ° ne t} ^ lng w > ould ^absolutely cle 
Sose people senli" Lof nS?™ 1 ??* Playcd i and *WWT quickly 

& n?L! h lS al ^ : w ° uld .™: ™* ° f thojfl supply.. Whether 



those: people sen 
it is God en the 
the other side o 
prepared to cont 
Jphn declares an 
other words, ope: 
further we 'could 
because God had ; 
secret of fellow., 
the Father. Butf 



thfnX +v,° f; thG ?f\T the ^is.^ak, .fellowship on 
•ibxrte our sh^, W ° U i" d , be n ° ^ow^WeeBJ we were 

so tiSi ?K f;-,^- 80 V e ? GG whafdod manifests 
q fhoSLS :init J ativc in fellowship John, in 
s the gkme by serving the ball. TftU Jpross the -»oln+ 
indeed ky that John only had something 1 to declare 
janifest^d something to him first. Slf cou?se the 
'hip betpen Christians is their felfflhip wiS God 
\°o S^S* e fc&KfS!?* «.J- th.3 feat P we X 3hoSd 



be willing eithJtto tlkTSJ 9 * J?!?" *"* ""J 8 the H P^t we, shoul 
others take the fnft^SL, ^^i'S °^ J™ ^° repl y whe!n • 
made within the iro^nmnh «■* ? f ? m , eail , ' i:hat Provision should b|e 
J ? r fello W sh}^ 

,this may 

they 



B. 



yre about :- 



GHTS 



aro concerned tie first V«n+^f d ^ b ?u° horo as ^ifl 3 scholars! 
when he refer , tl "these ?! ^f r °™ d thG * ua8 *i°n Mfjohnimeanb 
what he ha/; it en S? to whaf he'Tf « cl .f; G i^ 4^ G reforrinfe,to 
census of opiuioTwould leeS to LiL*^ *°J write W&i general bon- 
ho has written. [And uA ? h «° S rG ° ^f* J °hn is rjkfl&ing to whkt 
phrase "you£ j oy | ^^ l J ^ff? ™ tv;o + possible t rations of Ihe 
lates the Gree/lour ioy" theTs r i»f youp >: Ml*P R-S.V. tfana- 
what was inl the Lnd of inhn L + E -B- captures the true .bense maybfe of 
all" which includes your ioy and oS^o^^w^l 0r ? e # fl5*> W of L 
ant place joy has i n T . ^w ?Sstam?nt ^ J d a tr |f %°^ly ' import- 
the experience oil tho :hrl!tiS ^? ri?fr?Sv, P ^; p0S I * God and in 

•mq SJS?' Q ? r ' G riffith Thomasiib his commentary 
aso fulness of 3oy" or "your iov mav b P -fun » 
an's writings - four tim,-3 in the^Sgel a^f 
You remember how Paul, describes foy P a s Sin fi 

love Whinh in -hh„ ■?-„,.•.+ .,.* j.,:. r. J 7 ,y .. u 5 in S 

Love 



points out that the 
occurs six 'times fin 
twice in thej epistle 
the first facet of t 
is a happy gladsome 
much happier! thanj th 
that joy tha-t is ijto 
two forms that thjis 



u love which is tho fruit of the Spirit - j0 w 
ponenco: the person who is in\ove is usually 



i3 the f orz; of 
think there are 



were before. But what exactly 
associated with fellowship? Tj u , 

. - P y "l firs1: 0f a11 ' bhGre is '^»i 
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27th' Oc'tober. 



ih 



is God shSing wiFus LtthlZS* Chris * ia ? ***<»&$ Whether it 
with God, oij In tie human lov^wh^^ 0U ? SelVCS Gha 4£l:°ur thoughts 
our thoughts withfLothor rh^L ther ^ t 1S a mattc ? ff. our shading 
his or hfr thougSirSitS us ih^Tr 2 r H J h ? °* bc f Chr *W sharing S 
a- Problem, or a^Sd^^/it ^f^i* JL^ * «W» « " 4 be 



------ »"«u6ui,o wj..(,n us; 

^?^i!^ r _ a b * rden ° r if may be some dlsco^er^c"^ ~^ S? y 

ice wc have h&d of God's gWcp, to have 



mont oan come thrluS this shSfnl \ r } creasos tho Joy.. What enrich- 
others and wd can!cStribJ+« ^ S * W 2 can r Gcoiv,L ' sip! mUch from 
and what encouraglSent comes SSL'S: +£ ar ? J° ^ 1G Gnr 3-chWont of others, 
cover that We SSp^S'wltt'Sg ^iS^^^te" 1 T diB " 

us. The joy & sfcn^with Sw^" J h ^ «"> «■* or^'lhey can show 
Joy that fellowship £2 or brgg^!* And |^en there is J also, in this 

-^^i^ i- the 

gratefully to theflchurch thnS7i? U f S"-}P^ ±anS r P i^aul writes 
this may Jefer to the^wSrk thtt Ihtt^A f ollo y sh iP i*i|& gospel- 
side or separated or the wor? th^h^ d ° nG J°P*»* ^hether along- 
they were sharing with him ?n hi* ™*E ? +°S d ° inS ' WW in. which 
with them inl theij witness a^L • k J°^ th ? i g0spel k and J he sharing 
"the fellowship^! ChSs't^s swings ^^P^J^ B ^ S ° f 
longing to be identified Ji+h ZZa - ■ -. f .,f\ S roat ! : desire and great 
Christ was involved Ho ?™1^ solved with' the work" in which ' 

the need of the wlrid even af Oh^°.f * J 1 *"! **? burd * n •# the Bin and 
this alone is not ifin^L Ch T ls J go* under that burden. But to. do 
sharing SitJ uS £r£ sha?in^i?f EL* 8 to f * nd Chefs', alongside u^ 
together. The fSst liS,^ ?? lth J hem: P ra ^ in g together: witnessing 
ag6 at Elie in li$ ^™ill v -v™^* ° n , & S Qaside Hiftijfr, many yeSf 
thrill of the iovhhai ?Si y ^P (3 ? ,1 ? ncG d for tho firs^ time the 
the joy of eervSi S?+h Sh WS fe P . bringS and P art of it % least was 
fresh in my m£d?1 Wlth °f° r ^tians.J The thrill, j^^at Is sSll 

St'So^lfe^ ^l^tr r and »> b ^ *4A* design 
v.5 we can spm>., dSmotSni of :1 finally in ojoi- [linking ve?se 

FELLOWSHIP'S : RMAflipq j "i i( . 

uAlo'yeu: tha? "ohe 6 light^and^hiS J™ h J ar 2 ° f ^ d doc] - a - 
are those commutators who 1 \h?nV ?v, f m + u S n ^ da rkness at all." ' There 
simply to the f a Sl ?St iLS has tM. *^ S raSe :? od ^riighf refers 
be ^concealed and liust be sfen anl so Pnf ^ r al±ty that it cannot 
been seen in Christ. But Sero^Lo nS mUS J be SeGn; and i indee ' d bas 
statement "God isltisht" with n + & herS ' wh ° would ^^ up the , 

here light J .neJhiSnL V hc T associations in tSe fed of God 

od or tie t, -fe %P^^^^£^£^ 

^ *° b 3ve fellowship with^e tod Mlif lig h ?° 
" are certain dr.mands that fellowship With fort win 
^wshxp 1 with God's people. First of %ll then 



where light . 
God or the tr 
emphases ; the 
that light is 
and if you and 
then obviously 
make, or indeed 
there are : - 



(a)' Demands j n th'k 
to thy truth of Go'd* 
what God hasireveaLod 
II Corinthians 4:6 an- 1 
of the glory of God i) 
is tho opposite of; 1 1-! 
which indeed; can bret 
by Simeon that He was ' 
was described, in its < 
people which! sat in da. 
in the mental realm s^ 
the light. I mustjacc- 
it . But there are 1 alu 
^ b ^ Demands in +.v,^ m ^ 



ialreaj^ i mus t be willing to^ibmit my mind 

rfis trSth I™ yiel ? th ? W t y F think to ! 
puts S thi« r S£ mb ? r how Mi'l writes in ' 
puts it this way "the light of rfche knowled^P 

?« a £° 2* Jcsus Christ -" ^eldarfeeS which 
■>3paS C d |o k wh" ° f ^--^ol.iAniignoraSce 011 

i? tl \ , W ^ cn our Lord was 'born it was said 
feet in° + i ight ° n the Gen tilesM land His comSg 

n °' ln these wonderful words that "The 
•less have seen a errcit i-i^+ »i mu i 

therefore:- ? Wi H|i n ?| to act upon 

.Ju£2a3a ^or we find that the analogy of light 



I John li fS-s 
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&: sars bs35£: v?^ --iter^s- 

..and this i a a facLr $£t h \ h ^ 0l Tf S ' *4 #ity of God' 

, -going to have f ellowehi^with - CnA K ^ 1 ?*? acc0 HH&-f wo are i 
'be perfect before wo Jjg ' have S?J«w N S*' tha L this "flPM that we must 
will ever be perfect Sfl ! "?»JL J eliows] ?---P with God beWi'se „ man 
;. our own but ihefrighte6Ln^r?hT. r ^ htC °V 5noss #P> God ST never 
surely this that if we a?S loW +n h h f V ? J? ^isty! 'But it mea^I 
is light, a Godjwho is rShfeoulncs f ?J 03 f 0W ? hl & Wl h a 5o(i ^ 
be in the. fullest sympathy with 5 Vtn »h° . ^ hoty i. then we must 
that will .arise, out of Sgrt naturo" Sn^T ^""i** ***>' intentions 
attainment, must at least bo 2 -JEttor S S ?' if "PfW matter °" f • 
and lives*- We must Sin +v raattcr °f aspiration Wour hearts' ' 
after. righteoSsSss-- we must bcTn^^ th ° SQ " wh ° h * cr and thirst 
Vthe,puredn' heeirt" who will see GoH tho £°*P**ot rfcho^, .who ■ are J 
necessarily.- pu ^ e m iitv a!!? ?** Puro in hear *l Although not 
the .mind of a^t^ and ft^M*'^^*? fe"*^ Wi ^ 
of achievement but- one of intention- * J / ? S ctib ? ^ noi ? b . c "°*e 
Jul story of a sjmall bo? whoso father Si,! 6 "} ? eeS . * 9W the ^light- 
his small isori sitting il'.the Lrd™ «i re * urne ? ^omei pne, day and found 
father sat down JexhSustL atd^id "I^n^-h t "PP* mUd pies " ^ 
•fellow 'hearing -his dad exmW m„ „• ? 5 thirsty' 1 !, The little V 
• Vand^.wentV dir|ty State Sd ai? nnf^V drinfc ' Mediately got/ 
water-.'- His' di^haSKaSLS fho t l* 1 }** **»*>*"ti with" cold " 
carriod.it" back and rtn i-nS™ -u e ext erior of thet.tUmblor as ho ,: 

tablor .faille. Sooted ^LTdLtTISo ??* h \^4 St the 9 > Z 
blor, the tip of his ■riZJ^Z a7 a * rt y fi nger over theitob of the^ti™' 
gradually.. ei^kSg to t^Jt?™*^™, ^ the "^erfand the mST 
,w.a|. "thaf was ^belfectioh of iSteStl^if 1 * 8 ! * J*' R ^ 3 ! s comment^.' 
this moral" demank that So have *S JS?«^ n0t ° f ach i?vpkrit » ; Ht'is 

^hip with God sjd it i 8j |a s^^r^oS^ojag?* have feiie - 

f ^Tnl •Ml^T 1 GOD i Sd in'thi^ ? f*! e P^tle ^^SR^:r U '' 
introduction with the • mSiSthSat o? 1^+?°^ 9 ^¥> liking., the" 
^ce to ; faee witK;threel|a^pec^of1ellLship? r ' ' W -^ ^ GG ^ bought 

• ;■ . ;jt! •- -First 3;TS DESIGN " |l/j :. ; ' ; '.. 

, ".:' ..' Secbndly ITS. DELIGHTS • ■' •!!'•;!' ■ 

! j . • Pihally ITS DEMANDS ; ' 1.1 !''"'• . 

"•.'!" . " ill: 1 ! I « ' • •••'•' 
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THE LIGHT IN WHICH THE ' FELLOW SHIP IS BATHER 

WALKING I| THE SHADOWS OR WALKING IN THE SUNsWwE 

So2 a Se°SfiiiJL: W J™ 6 I,M a nd E 7 SHA ?° WS °? WALKING IN ^SUNSHINE" 
ness and in "!?™ rlad^f LSw"-, ^'i? u! rea ? of ffi in * iri dark ~ 
as if the alternati?! ' T„ w5 S 2} e . laght ' xt wouldHMeem therefore 
darkle, rt ? +hf S It be fore every Christian, that of Walking in the 

is 5"Lf*i£St ?o d te'tSi W ?S ins in the li S^ or in fee^Sshine . It 
of life in JSSJJ +r + J hat a.u hese verses se * out alternatyily the one wav 
the intrpduSSry words "I? S^. ? e sh ^owed path is deJSibed -Sth * 
mainly with Wesson rathe? thC 52£jKi ng Ifc* th 4 S ¥* e is concerned 
that apparently some people Cere ^akw " ^"St™* j n f c J rtain ? laims 
conditions to be met if JJ n ™ +„ maKing . The alternate Ivefses set out 
shine..- So. the shadowed path L l^°, ld *$ e f adow fand ^e^p in the sun- 
Christians'; the sunshin G P n«+h L m ? de ^ P ° f °} aims that have'lbeen made, by 
been met. 'i ' m^sHSSss^ht X Jh« Und by fulf ^ lin S conditions- that have 
me but I have neve? ?ound S? olf /^"f 3 ! 8 S ave a ^ays..- fascinated 
satisfy my mind ■ In at ™ tn* =™, "* ° r - a?^ 1 * that ^ally seems to. 

Comment^rs^lways \eZ t?fl5d thf ! ?5^ Bi -%°? ^ ai? St ' Joh * is Sa y^g- 
defying aiial^sis Hn!!l! fpd.the writings of John" in this- epistle 

seek ?S. Saw and -apSy'S^^lvef Jhf? T* '^T^ 8 ' h&re &nd ' **'*"»* 
trying to make.- Let L Lorth^liS? o? S:L ?i P0 J n ^ ' that S ^ Jbhn " is 
Christians had- been malw 55 L££ 8 -,? f S^ at the claims that some 
ingfulness-.inthe coStex? S of tL XSU^.J* l^** 5 ad a -'P ar ticular mean- 
John was writing,-but ?hL L* ^SV n S:Ltuai510n at, the .time in which 
three verses vv.?' 6,8, atS^S we sS^.^VS aS ' WG gamine" these 
light upon a misunderstanding or doiibP?^n hat - th !r thr °\ a S reat deal ot 
of sin; So instead of hSvtnf 2L i be ^ate rejection of the true doctrine 
to each we will have two °SSS heSLgfwt^f * oni S h twith t wo sub-headings 
and our first title is?- ' hQadins8 wi ^ three subheadings to each, 

A. WALKING IN r :•■; SHADOWS 

^o ££ Jot BtoSSS^tSa^S- t BOt ^ Dr - Gri - ff± *fc a*- and 
verses. Tho denial cSn bo a flS^SV"? thought "to ; these three 
denial by word in vv?^ and 10 ?L b J do f d aS ** ^.6 °r it can be a 
(i) Tho onn, ? ±rSt denial has t0 d0 w ith:- 

him e$frffi?^i^gLa& n? ^T **?*+!!• ha ™ *»U°whiP with 
attitude of mind vhiSh fays in* of f ect ?L?°*- the ^ Uth " This *« the 
It may well be that this H+i+^t « \! hat f in no lo nger matters, 
what wo call Uho finished 2 ^ d + be based u P°n the fact of 
justified by faith and ht™ S °^u^ upon the Cros s- If we are 
what wo do and how 'iS P ?his I" a So? J°°^ ^ rGall y matt ^ tnen 
found today by some Chri «+■«*«= fv, ? ? olnt of viow that is still 
that we arS -not Sep the iS W°» C J aim that tho s cri P turo says 
fulfilling of the Uw is southing S^ r '■ g^a09, " the law ^ d the 
upon the Christian.- John deals Sf+h it- X * no 4 .i° n S cr an obligation 
all he notes:- aeals wit . h this pretty bluntly. First of 

^^fcfilwih^ 5%$^, ******* -re both en- 

walk in darkness. Darkness vou J?? IT ^ * hoy were abie to 
. of truth or in this context '^^J 1 ,r ome 5 b f r » is either the opposite 



I John 1:6 - 2:? 
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llcTj^t dlaiSg n Lio h ChrL?S" ^VPV* **, 4 3»t. obviously, 
Wo note' in,contralt :- i Christians and . to have fellowship with God. 

iVlylZ^Tod savl #y^' ^ the Cha ^ G is Wo simply that 
flnitfr"?: «i«ia Bays in effect you cannot possibly Doraistontiv 1 

SiS'^f ly ^ ™W>™lly walk in darkness ^nd at tta laSe ttae 
Saoluto^ ^ :ar " en ^y.tng fellowship with (Jed. The Word™? dod is 
?esSont?this^ot°c SMS*.*^* S±n 8P0ilS *»**#** In the "id 

oermon on the Mount whon'Wo oo-;^ 11-r.r ^ 7 i • Jj ° :ra i« roe 

passes neither El vcur SJtSS f? V°- f or ^^-£°1i ■»» thcir tres " 

this 'S-H+Sia $5 ^"i^ainat "Hira is just quite untrue! -And if 'we take 

'then wfarfLcte IS^liTl^fT^^ lj[ <? $ a OhSstfiS 
with our^pJ a ?fe^-g^f '^t John raakes he.r t |- ;( pj .lying; whether 

he delLhls^ cSf ..Sv4it?f in ^J hiC S J ° hn is wa ^g those ^om 
ithat thfre werel ?hLe whJS ^J^r? ,*"* J he « secondly we note 
.sequences- of e?L a^with- ■ ° d ° n0t SOmuch with «»,con- 



ij 1 ) The corrup t-in,, 
these people wab no 
no longer existed : 
we have no siniwe 
is -a fantastic ;plr 



|(a) The reason'k 
; le ctuai and . we -.ar 
'gressed so 'far \h 
.sinner' is ."ah" .inkY 
reason" f or': raakih, 
upon an exaggerat 
The Bible . teaches , 
.for every need,'.! and 



4 Si n -J The element of denial ' iri,, thi? minds of 
.0 much- that sin no longer mattered but that sin 
themselves, and so we read in'-v.^-'If we say that 
oeive ourselves arid the truth 'is' hot in us»| This 
for anybody to make and we do|wefl.l: to. note.-i 
making such a claim These reasons can be intel- 
:ing this very situation today' that man hasipro- 

• man s intelligence and his nature. But the 

^ m °i a ^ Cai ? alS 2' £ e e Piritual;Ldt can be based 
.aim concerning .what the grace . of ., God can do. 
'5t iT5 7 ^'^ grace of Godiis sufficient 
in the WorFof'iGod^thMt God EEL U * ^ he ^ *o we 'find any statement • 
■There-is cleansW rtr ^ 6a a ? ay our evjL1 andi,,corrupt nature; 
c5ounterL?ionkainst ever? fS^ 1 ^ Z ° f C0UrSe '"* h ^ G ±3 '' the** is 
nature - of coSbTthero 2- S^S tha * >?ay emerge/ from that "corrupt 
sinfulness; of W£n is not S;+o? V h eradication of the flesh, of the 
reasons for making sucM at ?n?2 TnH sc ff ptUre ''-' 4* .^ could be the 
1^ mx, I ' I g T a - gIlaim John is . concerned to lay bare:- 

ani tnVtH ^3 '^^g /^Jy^ ' H ° "T "# f-eive ourselves 
Word will -no tferee with ?hs. °? • trU P\, 1S not in' us, j fee cause God's 
in this con?cx?f in the dSSaS^ ?**** ^ **&l™ are walking, 
Practical and more dS8orSS?««nf ?« £ ^ lg ?°^ an P, e ' Bu t ^ more 
■I like to note that Jof » SoL B + * 1S .' that ''^-dec^iVe .ourselves" 
flo deceive?our, elves atd L^.S ^..^^ ^body else but we 
fthat -.oaA^xposr^lveslb'^^rlS S*^ Sfeft^-i^j*™ ' 



--. ~t , -'" j -'-'ej'- ami., 
a -person .making' -sv 
with the''.porson ! '-s. v 
or dbg,, arid., I "will 
have einhed^'and on 
out- of : 'thoi'heart.:"of 
no longer- exists , 1 
alities is.'t.p'.walk' 

And, then 1 we"- find a 

(iii)-- Theiactu'ki r 
we make God a liar 



discover the truth. God's truth is thS+^»n?n 

-j^tSrs evi d uri tha j " ^^ ^^ 

2™ t!! a ii if i,roceeds - The ,-claim that sin 
■ S shid™* 1 ™ ° f Mn Wi !^^'.^ Person- 

iird denial and this denial Mas- t ! o!do' with- •' 



not understand this "erse- IWdn??^ f " Fo 5- a "'!f ^-time r could 
orsc, 1. couldn't imagine anybody'! fever, saying that 
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"nSfso^erv wli An ? *fe S ? dd ° nly ° ne f d ^ as X ^itfading if -! 
emphasil J? S^f " ? ^ddenly realised 'that 'we have U^ put the 
if we read \w& ^Jonatxan wherp John, I am sure, meant it.' to go and! 
got ?he mlanW »?tl P ^Y ng I ho 0lD P^ is 0n t^ word*, ginned' iwe ! 
his word lTSf ±H,S 5 5 y! WG have not SinnSi, wc make Godj a liar, and 
people who JSl *~X -, *f can soe here that John is concerned- with 

.S P so we not G :- a T a±ly donying the fact ^ hat th ^ hadl coLitted sin. 

wSre nl iroptrgd' li^^ SV^ * U±lt mCanS qUitc ^4 that they 
they were doiS n«3 w«™ +h thc ^.^s anything wrong Ebout what T 

fault ?n3^fL lu thoy P rG P a ^ e a to admit that anything was thoir 

'nesq and wv,n+ «™1 • s ■• , We cal1 this age the age of boi-missive- 

^iit^M^arrasr'thc sls ": rr y hoart if *m m e o? \ 

that' God's l™ P oondCmnS S nS „if ^ S a "5 they »*? 3a yi°S, tfckt things 

thatlef^pijtl tho^aot off- 1 " *"? "T" ■".fp 4 ^ 

no need for Christ. 1 
adopting a position 
the whole of God's 



is no sin there is no need for 'a' Saviour and 
of course this means that these people are 

makes God a liar' which means jj in? effect that 
..salvation is nothing less tharij a hoax and 
t»cl of God's saving grace in Jesus Christ is 
,/,for an illness and malady thai does not 
situation and what a tragic destination for 
■jpws. ' , 

■1 i , 1 ; • 

in the alternate .versos sot butj the other 
like to call:- I ( ll ' 



th< 
A 
wh 
, — - — --«. u iploi 
thai? the offer of the 
nothing but a quack i\ 
exist. What a fantlasi 
those who walk, in 

-But, in contrast, 
•way of lifo, what 

j , 

WALKING IN THE 1 SUNsllD 

realisation that whK ?„! u h ' al ^ St i a Benae of £4 C P* is the 

fulfil certaih condf < M S n S a3 th ?, ^^acteristi^f'of those who 
acteristics are aWt 2Lu? J 1 ? 04 *^ 1 walkin S ' in the ligfe, the char- 

Peot. I wanf u- a tTnote ?Ss °ox S? ?£ P ? a J te L r ° m wh **M ^uld ex- 
,,!„ . i? of a11 that for those who are walking 



i n the light, 



I ,w r"~ "«iouj.ihs JLI1UCGE 

iatians will be marked by:- 



fc) 



experience as C 

the l l gg? n we j: hl rfilTp^ V - 7 " If wo wa ^ ^ the ligiU a ' s 
Chr-rii Sn Lrife u .^lloweTPfp one with another and. theliloot of Jesus 



Christ cleans eth us f 

John means by the ph 

are those who think . 

will have with! God bu 

other point of iV iew|V 

i'hat is to say I that f. 

a fellowship with dke 

us to note first .of a .j 

i a ) The dj^gUory jjf 

7 hG light iB aifellbw'o 

to say walking, in the - 

to us. I romoraber iron 

the Lake District h£ c 

he must stay overnight 

ine innkeeper; gave him 

room and in the flibkc 

?u ere - But in the mor; 

then that he realised 1, 

trip "In The Footsteps 

near Hiorapolis. We ai 

most glamorous looking 



he is in 

- .,., »uo u -i-Qoa of Jesu 

"wo h v; -fo??o 0l ^ S are ^idf^afe to what > 
rot ,If 1WSh; ? one with fnot^or" There 

°SeauT t Zi n V° thefe ll||^ip that men 

.. grcau 1 v.^ht of opinion seems 1 to take the 

it moans ,0 havo fellowship oU filth anothe? 

otfe'tha? a f c + walkin g in ^e ImLTnfoy*' 

orTfravon' 110 V^ ? — a W thfmoro 
> (Of a trnvollor or yesteryoaraVtravollina in 

AS the ?nn^ .'^ gfi^iS^ 5 

riLn?^?^ «'W? andi?h!wed a 5mlhe 
■g. light it seemed presentable and so he aSnt 

S ^ h ! n 2? e suns hino came streaming in it llV 
■' dirty the room really was ?rr5S-r.^L * 
St. Paul" vu Trio, 7 f* ln our recent 
ved at S*hT Mi U ! d . a f jlace lulled Pammukale 

rf hoatod g < iilT at ^ iB MoW * vhich ha a two 
in. noated swimming pools with artificial 
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5ew?nJ?AniS5 ? hl V 3 true, walking in the light mtfaiia experiencing a 
STJSi ?h°J F solves in the light that make! us \deSly coSscioS o? 
^rf th^Jr™ liSnT* SS ifllJr! S±n ^.^^o?e C deepi; U in- f . 
there is also a| relia^c^pon:-* lf **" 1S * ^Tfif ° f ^ need 
^ b ^ T he efficaftv of Chri st's blood Many voars iA If ' ln+ n <h++t« 

t^S^oSS^GS^ ? m H ith *» f l0h "" ^ ™-pSJ£ .S*f rotary 
but iSaelL IS h f 5 e ra0ant and what hG raeari13 ! *as true and valid 
realty tvTllvf 1 ^^^^^J^SSTl^ and * can never 
to hero has been interS+nJ L ™ ' /£* cleansiri e ^om sin referred 
or experiment^ and rcSr^L b ^ ^ mra °ntators as bcijng;} either judicial 
impliLtions of sin iS^Sg. & I r^H?^ 1 !* ?L* in ° V + ' ho VG ^ 
light we become bo cSnsEioi^Sf ^ J ?\ ha * W n '. we walk ^ the 

we find that thlcross S n?i L 1 Sln j ulness of $rv own hearts that 
to which wo cliL 5n &?„3 Jv.- hC ?° re * he °^ y fadj-dnlour redemption 

of all God's trSf 'servants th^ S fho rang % Pa r ad °^ * raG , r ^ in ' ^e lives 
alwavs foi+ +S! serva nts that the greatest, saints >aro those who have 

that lovoi hS ? elVC8 ?° be the ffronteat sinners. Bather like a child 
o??ort rS!^ raw P gf ^£ he Garlv stages the results of that child's 
cSirprogressel%°ftS^?« b f , th ° Ch±ld iS ^ite . conlent buf a^the 

light then mean being -ady and prepared to e^eri Jf^f^^ess 
v.9 John goes of to sLK «? 2f? o h % conscious °X fo|r sin and so in 
walk in the ?igf t Samely : - th ° S<DCOnd cha ™cteris;ti.B ; 'of ^ose who 



(11) The_confession of' our sin "If we confess our U'J 



^ JiiW?g^^ T sin *> !■ faithful 

And horo^r.p fought* Arz?%°lllT ^.'j,? g ° at ° S -' " 

very Ildlm^ gHt^ goU'^n B °»V eo ^f aak f*#! forgiveness but 
what it is to bo conscibus of Sn f ° ls / alkin g W S rie l^t knows 

God's forgivones 3 C ^ C tg U ?ivJ ti^ tlr^fnTlfl^'M^ ±0 aCCept 
who seem to think that "■find h« « ™„ • , i e * ^ffl are SOm o people 
converted but none for : the ronvov?? f * 8 L ° f ? 0r S ivo 4fH for tho *»- 
absolutely idea?- to nSnn«« ,T! ^ ' ?? 1S is tragic ^ d the ™rd is 
not and dar nol mako StS5J?« 1°™ 4^ ^^^ousnoss and we must 
a forgiveno, "3 SSSalrSS"!!,^ 1 ?.^!^ 8 ™fH ^ if ^ hG - - 



io take there is; also:- 



faithfuTT?; i ffig th't ?f r ?n t h-r Tqt - P ° d iS desc #^ h ^° as bleing 
because having met the 'demand ^? Pf omises ' and ri g#ffls - righte|ou a g 
own Son he [JaSaSt in r^h?eSusness isk°uS S W ^fl^M^ per Ion- of his 
selves. As somebody ha? said S t^V t° meet ? D 1 e demands our- 
from my bleeding suLt^s^and 23 g" SLfJTSiJJW 00 dMaB *» ° nC ° 
A consciousness of sin:' a confession by the sinner:"^ finally:-. 

pSin iHranTH^ S i oTcnW Jo 5"„!? ak - ^od 'gi fltention absolutely 
that ye sin not * Sod lots not Sant L 2 + ? h °?? to J*^ X ™*° y°* 
And so John ends thin ntrodun+n^ ,^ + t0 y al i ow i#ailure and defeat, 
and walking in the" IL •^ine'by'sp^in^o^- " Walk ,^ f ! in «» shadows 

-an sl^w^mly4^r:^S^ ? h ° Pr ° blem that ca ^-i- "If any 
tion, but the tLgedy i r sin?Hi 8Sn ° 0B ' W °J? ay si - h ' trough presump- 
and how many a' ySgcoivoS HaL^J^Z fl Qn h fM^ us *° despai? 
has come eaying^y^g t^Tto a ChSStiS^ bJ? h-S*" ^ d th ° ?evil 
Pimply a problem that can arise but- ' *? jT havo not 

cb)-..a tt j aaafla ^^ ; We have an advo ^ with the pather> 
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even Jesus Christ tho righteous: And ho is' the propitiation for our : 
sins: and not Tor ours only but also for tho sins of thp^SoIe woSdi «• 
There are two things that Christ is to us. First, ho ££j£S? advocate, 
ho is our representative as it were at the, bar of W&FSGatico! S* 
tLro W ? nl y. 0u r 'representative, our lawyer, to plead S case 
M™«nS he himself is the propitiation. , He is the one who in ! 
himself constitutes the grounds for our forgiveness boforqi God. We j 
can neither add to what Christ has done or. Shut Christ is/ nor can 
we take away from it. And I walking in the light imeana blooming mo?e I 
^iT° r L C ? nSci0 ^i of ^ complete and utter dopendencoPSpX ?hc ! 
TnltnL °^ JeSu ,? Christ in 'his death, resurrection and kKd'nsion. 
Ch?is? is a ? oSKJ'S ^^tho charge which imagines that|'hore Jesus 

is not ILl ^VnSf4° + ? r0p3 ; tiat L an n ansry God ' soaeone hM'said "It 
is not that propitiation Wins the love of God but thatN Wd : love of 
God Provides the propitiation in Christ." Somebody hasfpSt it this 

the oSv ?nL°??- y ±S val J^he°^ se he himself can bear^itness tha? 
the only conditions on which fellowship between God and man can be ' 

bv whS +H*A Ct }^ ly b ° en fulfil ^> i.e. 'the removal? of/?he sin 
by which that intercourse was interrupted." It is worth 4io tins that 

for^S^nW bu? a S-, Ch ^ 5t lif thG P^P^^tion for Sajfanl nof ■ 
i or ours only ( but also for 1 the sins of the 'whole world Wh*+ nn 
amazing statement! ] What an amazing Saviour f SureJy we ! cS hav? 
confidence, an^ complete confidenceTin Jesus Christ but no confidence ' 

but nlvS -S3 £ L * h * F lm ° W1 ^ that we are accepted in the beloved ! 
but never for one moment accepted by God for anything in burselves. , 
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■ JPHE jilGHT Iff WHICH THE FELLOWSHIP IS BATHEb J' ' 



.1,1. it ■ 

y.\ in 



...:.. . -." A ..WORD ! OF ASSJJRAffCE ' 1 .„, -, ,_ 

i^he* Sarahs- ■t^.-Sd ? ^Sl2t? Wal ^ l n T ^fc ht ° r Wa ^ 
THE SUNSHINE OR IN'&^SHADOW" iLl^^,™** P^^eb^iiely "WALKING IN 
some surprising dleoWres that^nE «?*£ reca i 1 that ' dt ^ study brought 
claims were the claims of +h «« J u ? ° f 1*?" 08 .$ spiritually sounding 
• a^ dh the. 'other Md thft thP «JnL^' * 6 ^J ty " ^"^ '^ ali ? ih g * n the dark; 
,;, really enjoying fHwlSI «?+v, n Perience of talking , c in .the- light, of; 
'^rpJetted^^tS^thi P «?Si2SS^ S th H ^ peo P le ^ d tS the most 
.■..travelling that way%ThI net resu?? of «?? 3 ^ ? h0Be \ eari ?;^"f^fon 
■-of-xincertlinty 'and confusion -in S ? ^VSJ 3 may ha ^ .been' a 'aeasure 
i-Writin'g. Hie words S L™ J ^ ^ mindS o£ those to wh om, St. John was 
. Va possible. wVS whJch.wr^^iS ^ 8e ^ 1 ^ effect. ,,ThcLs seems to be 
• -gone before; -incideStallv ?+ if k "? °^ 8t V dy tonight. Vfthr: what has 
great acnolar as Dr! G?Sith' ™oJ« m f° rtlr V^ me to f ind *"* ™h a 
.."It is-as usual, difficult to fo??nf^ Say8 i at J his P oint *» his Commentary, 
' 8-uch a. g^eat. scholar as L oS^v, i S^° rder . the apostle * s thoughts". If 
t ^.?^ , '^'t*e-SSBtL^;tkSi£t? a t th?J i+T* -H diffic ^ to follow 
'■ ; r t£n : auly. a l a rmeA..if ?.e ,f ind lt*dif f icuS too? Stag0 ' then ve sh °^ d ;™t be 

xlfew^^ us would s.em to lie 'in the- open- 

~, note, .the different" 'teh used Lh^ 11 kno " him ."- ' It is important to 
,*Tho, first is the pJse" Tnt% SS^ ^ ^f 11 ^ translation "we. know", 
this suggests thafwhat John is ^ v i !• IT+f^' * Q ?? ct %^ ** 
we v ,know how.; that we havo^hL L ^ y g ; T f 8 ' that hcre ' 1b the. test by -which 
as th.e-R.S.V.-.franllatls J?" »bv tM*" R±m ^truth at. our -..conversion or , 
surance now of the- valid i : K"n5 y rt iS We ? ay b6 sure"-. " Ve . 6ahf have an as- 
the time-of suf convSsio^ L TJ^^t^ ° f - Hira theVawapKc^t 
Assurance", -n woul?^, ^t farther*™ ^tM' ? U £ #*tf l &" "A.Wo?d g 
:much the doctrinal or >t h ' ?ogiSl as n G o?« ^ a t, ^hn^has' in mind is not so 
tical or what we might pii i +££ aSpe ?? s of this assurance as the 'urae- 
, : doctrlnally our, a^L^iiS'rS^S^h^^'iw 1119010 ^ "^ ^ d 
of Christ;, and thero j s nothing nSkSmSS, ^ e w ^. k '--t. he .word and the- worth 
vation becaus,, the'WoL^f: ouf SSSSS ° U3 ^ b ° u 1 ; bein e sure- of Wur sal- 
the point .is that, there nhoul^S!^^ • 1S ?, ot in ^ 8 but.. in Hiin.-' But 
lives- .-from day-'t. day which fn f S y be 80me thing experienced-- in bur 
rdalitv of m,; m .4_L wni ° n '. in a sense, is confirming ^^^.^ L°Xf 



lives .-from aay-'t, day which^TnT^ ° e f omG-cni ng oxperionced^in 6ur" 
rbality^of ouf Cl •isLan'Sith? cTlZk^k^/^ ^idence ■ Sf °S 

the.". Thia x ^hinH/^,^^ 1 ^ 8 ^, "by their fruits 



A. 



p ?Jail taSTtti,tr l SJT &,,,?«■ I ^ H ^ e "^«."^ their fS tB 

W HAT.WE S HO ULD LOOKING »f,p 
. I John' 2:3~5 G .,« ' " • 
2S*S S ^ W :- "^""o^SLt'sS?^^ >™oludo a by the words 

the word "hereby".'- .«.i? '^J e ™ **? d what J °hn is referring to bv 
ilfi^ S i t! tn'v.f we W °^k 8C on m ^ £ Z\*™"*° ^but 

••rience" ng The fi?st°?M a r UranCe + ° f the val i d ity 
urst thing we are to look for is 



I want to suggest t! 
T-nat oncompassed bv 
found what we shoui 
.1?^ conversion e * 
what I have called :- 

(a.) ' 



&SS4«- v.3 "hereby -we know that wehave Jmown 



I John 2: 3-11 
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him if we kfeep his commandments." Our obedience to Christ is regarded 
o? kn^iS-H^ d f nCe f 6 ^ e^lence of Christ. ThatKItial atef^ 
true SSffi S X £? ri f^ a J ly W f S a ste] P of faith and 'faith, if it is 
nu • tf™'i , ia 3 Dlend of dependence and obedience. J.| Dependence upon 
Christy work on| the Cross and His wordlto us in scripture? but obed- 
ience to His will. The | old obediences that marked our lives before 
our conversion have been replaced with a now obedience.. We no longer 
walk according :to the course of this world" i.e. doing! what others 
n °] S? r + £°, w ? W anv ^ 0n ser "fulfilling the desire! Lof the flesh 

' 5? * J ■ !? d I i,e ' doing what we wani ?* But now the 1 -supreme question 
that dominates pur conduct is the question Saul of Tarsus asked in 
the tirst moments of his conversion experience "Lord! tjwhat wilt Thou 
have me to do?" To claim an experimental knowledge' of Christ as 
baviour and to pay no regard at all to t±s commandments is to be 
E5i!* a n J 1 ?? T' 4 - ? h ° reason for thisjis surely that, part of the ex- 
perience- of the ! new life within which is mediated tpjus through the 
woiy spirit is a new awareness of the claims of Jesu&< Christ. Above 
in v.2. we were , reminded that Christ is| "our , advocate!. 'in heaven but 
to oalance thatjthe scripture I teaches us quite emphatically that the 
Holy Spirit is Christ's advocate on earth in. our heaA to make ■ ac- 
&£ ^h + « e al ^l our lir e s the ownership of Jesus C&lt, to; guard 
His rights and *iis claims upon us. And! if the Holy Spirit is there 
dwelling in us then we £hall become conscious of thisfj'riew obedience, 
this new loyaltjf that must ' dominate our ; conduct. The second thing 



N I 



that we are to look f or| is what I have called:- 

JV+u A maturi ^ in 01]r JSYJI v.5..- "whoso keepeth his I word, in him verily 
is the lovp of God perfected: horeby we,! know that we are in him" We 
need to clarify -j one phrkso here namely the phrase "the love of God" 
& ?S°n a ? a vT£ " m ? ans God's- love for us; others ^ay it means our 
o? pj« & 3?' + b r s ? relv " means '^st exactly what- it says "the love 
oi (rod - that riew 1ovq\ which is now .present -in us.'l j A -new love that 
has been received with the new life. Compare Romans;! ?il5 where Paul 
S£l°l l-u 1 ^ ? f God! has boen shcd abroad in our hearts by the Holy 
!£ .^ 1Ch 5 a ?, been Siven to us."' But the love which comes to us 

a ^ a « S i ; mUSt 1 hen b0 allowed to grow and develop iM-d what 1 John 
calls later on in chapter A: 18 "a perfect love that, Us ts out fear" a 

loved ?h£ S m ^ rk f d H a . C0IDplete and fitter confident in tie one 
loved. Th^s manuring, this growing of love into a ^opening, confidence 



Jill come only out of 'a constant-anVgrowing^^ 

Z™ % & *T Te ^ e "J 11 ° f God in our * iVes so G °d wilinlilunveil more y E 
?° r ?.u!?£ .. iS : ? in £ and will to those He has learned HeJ dan trust." This 



God in our lives so God wl'll ,,unveil more and 
1a vVlQ I "~~' 7~*t ™ "*■"■ *° those He has learned Hoi dan trust.' This 

keepoS SSn ll -J 1 - *&/?? U ll X He f that hath ^ ^mmandments and 
wS V -,' Sff Xt XS ^ hat loveth m0! and he" that ilpffeth me, shall be 
h?^" !!*"? J*** and it will love him and- will manifest myself to . 
him." And out of that deepening insight will come a'toepening love 
knd a growing c|nfid6hce in thl one lovW, a- growin/IIcosnition of 
His utter worth and of, His utter trustwtorthinfss! lo^pu^assSance 

till irsomeSi^ d ^ raCtiC ^ ly Wil1 reslt U * 0n thesft^HhSgs-^his 
will be something for ourselves and something for dtheis. We will 

ifthS Sv^^T 6 Chr tr tlan lif ° a l0 ^ lty L th ° f f! and a SSrity 

him'^sSsltfifc C t^ Statcd in , V - 5 > erQb y ™ ^oljthat we are in 
abTdPth ?! h. lad i°H on int0 v ' 6 whe ^' we read "He that saith he 

Sving the : Chritean li?r^ al f S ° t0 ' Walk ' even bs ** ^ked." In 
should bfloSS? tf! J u hn is concer ned not simply with what we 
^second ?JtSf- f ° r ** Wh ° rQ We 8hould be l00 ^g; to,' and this is 



B- WHERE WE SHQITT.W 
y.6 to v.8 ' "Ho 



BE LOOKING TO 



III. 
imsolf to walk 



that saith he abide th in him oue-ht. Ik 

preSarid h ?o W ciS d '; + ^^ haV ° this a—co'ln ^111^^1^ 

rrcertaL C dgSctLn i 'nd°St^dn t nr ^ ^T^* 1 * COmmi?s " 
looking toChrSt- aSd ?J +SJ ?S° °f ^nd. A Christian must be 

and aa 8 obJlSSp: "irs'? tTtll^ ^ ^^ ^ ff "l»*»ti«m 

the l^HS'lb 1 ^ g %7^ "" DU ""^ "-t. John' 1 is conscious of 
of Ch?ist - LJm? ^+ * h ° ll±0 * he Chi, istian possesses - the .very life 
of Christ - and if it is possessed it shouldube portrayed, and S the 



/ 



I John 2:3-11 






imber". lQ7.l! 



^ sa*e -fig nJJ^^^n^M ' 



c. 



promin«nt---r-tJ«;; ?S- ^ t0 death ' Gven ^ I death, of 1 

familiar . John sa3 In thoil S„ n?*^ 1 ? C < H iJ h V hich WO F^ so 
aware of bho IcwtHa ?o wh ih +h f ? hriSt *?2 lovc of G ? d '' Ho ™ 

?hSf if Sor,^Sfe^i°? a ^ W - the °™ an ^f !S-f f t ;■ 
(b) mo^^^Lsdj^miokl^ Ao how the ghrjuHkan sh jJlivel '" 'i-': 

others see audi kno/olchrStL?^' *S ?* her WOrds WG ^ ere "*° le ^ '" 
lived. Wo owe : it 3o Ch-^3 £n h b « v + what i we said and "b^ how we 

inbeSfve? hasl vSy^ood iSa^nJi ta< V f ? riSt ' ^^o average 
No wonder we are Tdld n , m L S + tly aS tc \ what tho1 obligation is? 
we are to look to, f Ply What We are to look t6r \f^ "here 

John is not simply a matter of mere vocabul- 
saying' that wo know Him, and certainly the 

;> nund is not a matter of mere, : qSmpIaconcy - 
od the moment we 'look at Christ; and see in 

■ pial, life. And then it wouldlseem as if 
T + f tag f, furfcher - What is tee!;. reason for 

ioct that the ground of our assurance should 
complacency should be shattered? This 



Assurance in the m.ijid 



■for our study and that is:- 



Hb 



ary, of saying 1 sometl 
assurance that John! i 
any complacency is II 
Him the illustration 
Him the obligation it, . 
the thought of. John ■ 
this? Why is John ;r 
he valid? That any 
gives us our tAird .;. 

WHY WE SEOULpJg^j^ gg t 

fTlt'tT'A^ *?*" H^ i0n is an undertone o 
is a liar 'd?th f ^S 1 X lm °V him ' and k0 °P e ^ n- 
"He that «*Vi i J • uth 10 n0 ' b in him -" We sense 
darkness SEJ^J?" -V^' an * *ateth E» • 
Christian lSeTiL?;! ?^! are grGat issues , 

§h°2« ^'^ f swains: ^s ed ' 

that 5T<h^ef^ One of 

ing suggeSs movem S S S£h-7 Uat±1 flOW iS thc »' 
walking ae ChrKt lkod- in v'n F *** 8 "' In *•' 
darkness: in chant r V 7v, '} X he Spoaks of ^o 

walking in thflL t h^ P f!.° f ?° se who cla - 
of my Assistants 1 frt ^ |Christl »" Just cannot si 
likfridi^g T&c? ^' Tn o non.? t: °' " ltving thL ' 
There is n H su dh I T„i tl U d ? n * r ;; ^ oin S °n 
further on or^furth g *o „ Sta S d i ng Bl j ; : " Bvor y C 



warriin^;: we sense 

his c'ommandmonts 
agaih in v. 9 

therV'is in' 

3 tak : e in the 

^sjurance is im- 

- iwjaytthe 

npugh^s here in 
Hi ;f,, . 

-' favourite words 

1 walk ' . Walk- 
: e speaks of 

walking in the 

d il^Hov were 

*d btiil. As one 

:ri;s,tian life is 

a y.oU,jfall off."; 

stlanjis either ' 
>ther and even 
thp fact that 
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• LrJwiS 1' llVing W1 ^ bo helpful to others, t J,ohn says in v. 10 
■In It SH t i n ° ne OCCE1S3 - on of stumbling" no cause !; for stumbling, 
I 2S-n?« «* + u?P e "ncer-tainty- again is found here- cdnperning: the 
"Jho? 1 ?? °^ th ^. Phrase! no cause for stumbling". .floes that; mean 
! ?Jat the. Christian himself will not stumble? Or ddesi.it mean that 

! a bSS S V w£ '^ aUSG ^ r sturablin S t0! others? In -alii. probability 

I a blend of both is really in the mind of John. If o^ir heart is 
really set on Walking jin the light; if our attitude is one- which is 
tilled with desire to please God, then we ourselves will be saved 
Irom making many blunders and we will be saved from 1 causing others 
to make blunders. But if we are walking in the dS3kbess:if we are 
wandering ;m tfeo dark then it does mean that we haveUbt only W 

■ Sho^iSf^Sr; b ? that i n aU >ot>pbility we haU^also led 
ih the Sl£ L dar n„ ^ T: havG hurt othors whom w ^ have encountered 

> 1?vp« +w h" i 30 ^ . Ch Jistians sometimes try to calculate how many 

■be" T mo% sITfn-o^-l t0 f. know J ed So "<* Christ: sometimes it might 
. that wo Sd S h$doSd^ SCiPlln0 X£ WG tri ° d t0 think ft th& nUmb ^ S • 

SSiSSfb^nJ^l 1 ?^ h thG cl03in S versea °^ this' 1 section, is an 
expansion of what John; has already referred to in v. 5 "Whoso koeueth 

fe: V° r ^, in h ?- m verily is tho lo ™ of G °d pcrfectSii!" To walk 2 
the light even;, as .Christ walked means to walk, to live- a life in^ 

' f'Srce l0 S ll%n° d "^ l0V ? f ° r ,° therS iS tho'suprJmff°motivSi5 " 
" then our nh^L? no :M arG ^r othors , if we do not value others, ' 
i the iSS SIS ' JS*!* S S0 T cal l Gd i s a complete contradiction of . 
1 -cne life which 13 lived .and walked, even as He walked. ■ 
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THE ilGHT I N 1 WHICH THE FELLOWSHIP IS BAtMA ' ! 



"SOME DIFFE RENCES WITHIN THE- FAMILY (W gjob fe 



INFANCY : ADOLESCENCE : .' MATURITY . 



I, 
flj 



two JnitHl IlflicJSL??^ 11 ^ 1 ^ in wh ^i the y suggest & they have 
differariSs in int£n^+J?. h ^ h + We ""2* iive our att f?nt$on because of 
mentSors! ^ in ^|rpretation that are found amongst s Mars and com- 

iii S tS a fo d ?^L J0ll 2 have ^ mind when he addresses this j section i of his 
"fatherJ? fe 6 W 3 P are des ° r ">ed aa "little children" Vybun^mS" i 

b^useTU eWejfir^hifenSr 8 ^^ 116 ^ ^ 3 "^H^^ren . to 
writing- -ftftSpi?^ £ epistle to describe all those; to whom he is 

±2 32it? toVhuJdreS years IVL°^ T* *" a11 P rob f*"y approtch! 
evirybody-of all ales "hffSnLf ' ^^f was ^stifUa, in calling 
address- John divlfis the ^S?S?2£ <* + And! beyond that), general form of . 
calls !the fa'thlrs f[J +>.» f ist i ans i nto th e mature Ch^lafcians whom he 
men.. That is ^Cerp^^^^^ the>u£g ' 

words to describe those who «in ii+o5f?? ■ hers "ho understand th e • 
children, young meri and olde? Li S? 11 ^ 1 ? Vears of l'P#icalr ag e, f . =■ 
seems the most^llklv a. Ul J ?£" < Th L th i rd interpretation which to. -me 

ians not- in ter^s FphysicS g rtw\h\uf ?^K™ g ^ » dS oi CWris * ! 
ment;.. andi- that'Wila tMnJw f I I but in -terms of spiritual develop- . 

ual infaScyV thosef.who a?e^n S a ^-?** h ? B V?° **$ thei T s P ir "- 
have reached a ^1^^!^ Spxritual adolesce^k.-jand triose who 

^erstand'why jJhf SS^tto^tJSTJ?* 1011 IS*"* f 4?^ te ** is 1 to 
times "I have wri??en a f This d±S™nJp B ?nT Ltlns " ' a ? d ''tP reG other ■ 
clearly in the K.S«V Thi2 ?„ ««f ? in tense is brought out more 
in passing three possible ?easoSs Som^f ^ i mat H lSut we can note, 
phrase "I wrote" he is Sf™?^ Z I? me Say that when; tfohn uses the- 
when ho is-es the phrase «I am *rlttr3\f° ? Pel ?****■** written, and ■ 
Others suggest that 'whL iL , wri ^ n S" he is referring to the -epistle, 
to what hfhas aJ?eadfSri?ten e in tL P «So?i J Wr f e : he is ™^ring . 
"I am writing" he' is referring to Sf+ T S - le ' md w 5 Gn he use ^ the words 
write. Others" aufcaest thnf tS^ • • h ?' 1SnOW writing and will yet 

manly used in Gree? by whSh in effect ^h "tl* 6 * ^ a r atical f °™ COm ~ 
tenses really • moan +S ^m«-+^ ™ both the present and aorist ' 

that is . c £5*tS epL?o?arv h aofist^%H SC f l' 1 Wr0t °" be i n s'the use" 
reader gets the letter what he ^SX" £« ^ ±S *?£** ^ hat wnen the ■' 
writer uses .the pas? aorlS +L«! & < Jt* 8 been written in the past so" the 
likely way in which we IVj ' J hl ! seems to' me to be the" most ' - 

then are the two- area! of dJf^fJ 8 *? 1 ? ^ hat John has to sa y- ' These' 
what has gone- beforef:.5o- cli Wt^E ^ ?° "^ link theSG verses with 
aside or it may be" ?hat th?? «no+f* J° m P^* 3 ^ as a diversion or as an 
by his repeated references in ?hi S^f l*°£ B ^Ses±e6. to John's minoV . 
written, to the Christian iiJS « Part of.the epistle he has- already 
But progress can be ?hoSght of :S-S Vn^' a W 4 k su gg^ting progress. ' 
through adolescence into maturit, n , ? rina of « r °wth from babyhood 
here. The" light in which +h." J*?-. 1 * 1 ^? 11 ! iB what John is highlighting 
varying stage! of development ■ f m! ip ±B batbGd wil1 sh °w us the g 
stages . which inof I«n+£??S \ ^ various Christians may be found- 

but S their spiStSfcoSdfSn^ n0thing t0 d0 ' with their A-leS^i 
There are ^hen three recognisable stages - infancy, adolescence and 



I John 2:12-JX iii.. .! . r .;y ■„. f 2 - 

maturity . Lc tog j pok jat ...each in turn 
A. THE STAGE OF sJlRITUAlJ.IMMCY 



■ , 24th:-Nevi'mbor. 1Q 71 



..-•4.], 



utl bSbv ?? 1 ^!. iH W^^ of the spirit- 

ual baby is , , nhe pardori I have" "I write unto you little Chilean 

"bS«nn^ W: t^ e -f re Wvon you fori his4^^3^S- :(ti2) Sd 
because you have known the Father" v. 13b. The pardon I nave Srln 

lear^l^lSo^^ 

about Si tboJ^°^ He ^u S ? e L an 2 thab i is abouV alifWey-do love' and 

about all they do know;. that the. Gospel' is the forgiveness of sins 

and to the m< thL<a B A^t aB ^ ft ^ ld^li*tle..^!Sffi^ SowJedge 
of the forgiveness of.their sins.. There are.,two things to no?e hire: 

ieLu^feul^ are ^° *"" 

^tnqous truths, that lie at. the heart of .every true- conversion - ThP 

wSf JST ^ y ^°r.' We - EaVe : :frora0od and ' the ?oSoWsh?^ S find.wfhave 
witn ^od. "YoUr- sins are forgiven- you f for his riamG-'-cr-teakP 

early Church aidd.we must pr6ach it still: Act : s 2-?PSn?rit»S\ 

beStSS? KtX S - AC ^ ?f 19 ^*^e>ir^^^ 
.beautiful feate Peter speaking says). »%pe;rit ^h*^r*Wbd W '"" 

again _ , 
2 repeh— " 
;speakaT^e,ter,. w, - : And what ' 



•rSrT«; ^ f« h . to f all that -Christ isr'iri : 'thet £i&ht.'of ialPthat ' ' 

given" Sd vonfcin'-,'^f UrreCti03 >' ? nd ^-^^ 'Ty.OoT M^*^^*"- 
£™thS .that SU °S * P -??V nt ? tM *' fa6e oi,r V6ui^k*b*1&^ v - V - 
him you? PaS ^eS^^J^^^r^^^^"^ *an- then vcall £■: • 
finda"but:-i^f:.,; • f '/ xa ^ ao '^re suggested not; only what John; •< r-c 



■ ii -7-^ """•' r> • h"-*"-,- uj.-ti.ai cncre must eor 
where-' the 1 i^fhS'? 3 ^^'^ arrested growth' ahdfi development V' 

forTLw^bSalrM^^^^ the :drp am N W love has 1 

>a +°--_?^ n " cl ? :Lld T?mam but \ dreams, ■ I rempmbcrl ' 



"As nbborn ffi ' ilirftH? J*?' S 8 ^ ™«. ' Compare; I ieier ? !• ■ "■ 
:"grow. thSebV:Sf- d ^i^ *» ^f^.*« of ;tho wbrf] that 'ye may 

; Corinthians^ 3 : i' whe?e we read^/th^ ^ ? Ul V Qf J*??* W ■• Compare I . 
speak -unto voui as \1n+n LT! a J °? £•?. Iiroto ^ " of Paul; VI could not . 
babes in" Ch?ist ! -T^^^ 1 b *L aS unto ^nalifoUas untb 

hitherto $ r w eto nJt^So'S Cr^-'S^-S^^""^ *** 
where the writer Hnnhk-b <n«+- : * J ° OD »P ap o Hobreid 6 vv 1 and 2 

the foundatibnfof^ entice Sof.^^ ^^ 1 ^^ 1 ^^- again " '- 
The- fear John hhd j waa thS S™? T 2 ad ?° rka ' ^ d ' f '*¥ m toward God .:» " 

to grow. Convene -*yes° b^JK T- S •-v'^ M'M ne ^r se.em' ' 
they :eall...the -Go^el J.yle* S S h! 7? 8: . ^^gfend- I'oVing what ' 
aod had for them Jemai/out iS«£f iJr^^uf fch^^ ' ^ 
The second stage to which John refers is:- 



I ii-i 
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C. 



Ml 



vl? tod K£J£3' yOUnS iT' because ye .have overcome "the wicked one" 
Ind lpL r £ S 3 ye. are strong and the word of God abideth' in you., 
■tSe'eLhJI?«i i ?rl° ,ne * h ^ r lcked ° ne "" V ' 14 * i want tpiiPuggest that 
is "the r rted-» XPe ^ enCe f-^i 1 ? 6 0f the Bpi^pg-adoledlsent 

the-Sti^S nJ ^ ? * Th ° P acivit y of; babyhood has[ given place .to 
of all*- adolescence. Two thoughts come to minj^here, 'first 

(a) The 'ac'tion 



hat fills the time o f adolesp.fmr.fi Ypiith is • a tur- 



««£?« t^ '■ Th 5f e comG3 the f ?- rst fi S ht at school; Jtfcj struggle with 
SSJ^iSSS 1^*?H«« mo ^ serious; temptatlty&ecSS more 
■'"va^auished iln ?f g i J 1 *? beC ° m ° S m0rG °°W>licated; ^forces to be 
lS2 t« ^Lfe f^ dt0 J e more Powerful; ambition fijLls the mind.. 
•auSt wnw5 ^ 1 }^ ^ S ^ P that haS been built and «£&** out in the 
of So ?t?5^f ^ ° lyd t and thGn has t0 »aU into ,the' V ull strength 
ShfS ^f " S ° £ th the Ch ristian there cbrfies-the tlmtf 
Christ honSSo knowle Jge of the forgiveness of sins in.Aie Cross of 
S3 to SSSEnTT ?» tha L and the voice ls ^eardi! summoning the 
the voSnf cS?«i K battle * ? aved t0 servG "ia a familiar motto, and 
+h^+' y £?£ ' ; ^l an • f3Grves with all his heart, with ail ? the enorgv 
that he has. Th<f. Christian life becomes; a battle in fech we re?el 

Sct"n ry Se^gSi^ 11 ?^ ?° UlS ' ° Ve ^ ^hievemenpSv G rsatSi 
mSsl bSde^ds afi th n ^ 1S -?\ l0ngCr c ^ ent ^ th dr W but dreams 
fills" ?ira 5Vm«"nl i h V d?Vl1 DGCOmes a familiar -foe.. Hhe-. action- that 
iixis the time of. adolescence, and linked with that:- $■••■ - V 

timewSL^agk fe r so^u h^ 'w^ ° f 4g 3 * S W Ifeescence. is,' a 
clothes vo5v^Jlf ? 4 so n Juch. We are asking for Sonojr . asking for 

SfairflSili^fetHS? a * kin S. for advice .asking^br freedom Jwe 
be in : BM5&,,ii I +u - ^ age in na tural development yi and there can 
"wi spl ^^u a i growth, so often the same 1 kind iof askkhii L askirii ?o£ 
power, power 1 .. over sin, power in service/ asking for ib^ll askin? S f o? 

relations?^ S^ ! ? T TP mUch a S ett W relationship an asking 
di^ne Sardntaf wf „"? h ^ an P ar ?^^l love will .delSt to glve^so 
word of P |od1to sop ^f£f ht8 + J° Sive^ahd sol we turlh eagerly to, the 
and whfte^we* "nd *£ S%2rtV5<£ b fi Jod has^ul inVlst 
earnestly >r ourselves that^fm^ sot^mletter?; ^^ ' ^ 

T^'Snlhav! I thil'S f? e S + tagG °J S G ^'^tuakiVadoibscent/ 
And then.Jinaajte have here:- atagG .. of - fcho BplPituktuiaf ant , 



'" THE STAGE OF 

"I write unt< 
beginning." 
and thinking 



'• .PjAlTUAL MJTURITT 
yo$ father^ because ye have known him ,t: 



Hi' 

It 



is from the 



w|nt to suggest that the' emphasis in CTexperieSce 
over the statumelt is P made U conSr U -° ^^"IS 8 P ° rS ^^ SS" Sioo 
that is from f.hefbegLning» ?M« ^S th t fatherS " Y Mfr G known h 'im 
from tho knowledge § sSfitual L?»^S to be , somG th fH dif ^ orent ' 
of a new relationship ! P know?ni 1*1 S°L" thG f e lt i S S4 e knowledge 
tho love of thn+V=+L '■ ? g thG Pathor and of the assurance of 

liberty of a child to 1^711^ nC<3d .^ f ?J lo ^iPJ #|Jf!eeSSS aS 
The knowledge oHnim »tha? SS^S JS*V h ? P rGSenco N°r,the Father, 
into a much wider aSd JpjLi s. from the beginning" sesQ«|to take us 
of God, of hI fmLT His tnou^Sf^- 00 - ! *£! VG ^ W° and being 
of spiritual devllocment thpn^nf ' + S • S ^^tions. The; ,'final stage 
know" There arlftSo comment t " a L itS , heart "W Pers on I 
maturity. 'Firstl o? al?T- h&t J W ° uM make here^jjout spiritual 

^own^Sm^ls^^ "ye have 

Biilippians 3:10i.hG honfln h[« ot-^ bltl0n 0± Paul 5 Siting in 
know nim" - that comes ?irst Sj tl0 ^ • ^ th ° Se ^^ s "^at I may 
the rison life of Ch-^t h^ Before his desire to Ikhdw the power of 
fellowship of his ;,i f° h re hw desire to be identified L the 

in Philip^ians 3:8 h, ^"i ^oZTtll *Jf •* of a ^\ fcoi to °^ him, and 
oellency of the knowl .gfo^S ^^^ *&*%& * 



I John 2:1 2-14 ! ! - 4 -. JJ >' . « 

x | 24th J -November. ••1^71 " 

i-3avLur JeauHs?^ 1 " g T ace ' aricl the knowledge of our. Lord and i' . 
: rile iSl y ■ S we 'S row .? ld ^ surely this is something 
! the chi^Kn IT *\* e .^P° rit3ncG it in family relationships . Ai 
'ren thiols ?h?v w^f P^ents begin to share Wth : their ch'ild- 

klS* • «n§ «i - y ' ^? uld J evQr have shared with them when! they were! 

: the chSdren S S^^ph ^' ■ *" thc ,i fami ^ of thc^lloJship of 
a«^ cnixaren of; God. In Christian work we find that as we erow ; . 
and develop and mature we get. .closer to. and closer aloLsidf ?hoso' 
nev G ; r ?n mUCl ; + ^ e r Chr i Stigns than we ourselves may?bS- g r Save f : 
Wlelf S^S whGn + a > :e llkfown Christian leader m|chl older San 
2 Sr so°Sd Sn^-hf- K eH ^ k ° n ° nG occasi °n. "I had! addressed him 
'pvL £*-^ ^ ^°' t0 whlch ho replied "I think we could dron the Mr '< 
••?7L ar \T ed with affection and gratitude wS realised ' 

" ™h ?«T tr S atin S m r ias one that was on the samStrootSg and 1 'the 

"?he Lord kf ^^'U 1 * WaS Said of i MoB « that ' hit iwaadne whom 
the Lord knew face to-! face" and in that connection) wej mav recall " 

'■25 XE^HS ab H°f M °r a ±n Psalp 103:7 that^f ' "made Sofe 
nis_ways unto ptoses, his acts unto the , children of Israel "'That' ' 
thn oh??? : th£lt /°d let.Moses into the inner workSgslbf His mini-''' 
privSeie r o? ik*?™* 1 •****& Saw the result ** hill 4?tions J ?he ' 
alal-heSwo sol SS^ "^"j ^^ "^V" V*E»' 

Fathe r^ ^f.^f. ° f Hr f eSDQ " aihn i & that mt^jd recelvee ' i " " 
iS-a position L ? a 'P oa ^°° to ask a nybody else, they are rath er • 
as JhiSJ™ n +'3° be as ^ od . b y others. They are not being- car Sd for 

matter e$ SM^? ^^n^® ^L^ffiC^ ' i? ' * h ? 



dan service - ifespoi 
■fulfilled, and faith i 

Here then are Are, 
Spiritual. Infancy w 
Spiritual Adolejsco'i; 
Spiritual, Maturity 
Now these. may see' 

is' n(Th ran ". T\»,~ n 



our giving" i n the way and f $£ 'of; our Christ- 
• ibility gladly accepted, ' gladlJTborne", gladly! 
■lly and diligently carried through, .;' : " ;. 

.ages each with its own particular emphasis; ' 



i the emphasis on ,"the pardon,.! have" 
with the emphasis on "the power t" need", 
in the emphasis on "the Person ,1 .know" " 
f f w >£ d £md f aS ! divisions though of course it 
although these Ima^.K.oartn^ fS"* ^^ h * s commentary -that ,' 
vet in <> fi „!„J r I, ,t( 'P yar to us as successive stages of development 



is not so.'i Dr.. Gr 



surely be a gre'at deal of ZJ^tL T ™i: tnero must, and there wi 
living.- j I S f spiritual maturity about our. Christian. 



always 

, . ,. he. ..." 

must, and there wi'il 
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1 ' \ „,' 

THE LIGHT IN WHICH THE FELLOWSHIP IS BAT ffFiiv 



m 



"THE DANGER^ REVEALED BY THE LIGHT 



THE WORLD" 



BtaSS o? Ch?istLnir e ? x ^ in H the U&* shed on thl'< deferent 
John's 2nd +i£ ^SaT 1 s ? iri 1 :u ? 1 development. Did this suggest to 
b£ng hfflo £>s?ulv h ?i« P °S\^ e hindra^ceB to development . and . thus 
We can recall *S +L& relationship of the Christian 'to the world-. 

tL Arable of thP«Sk C ? ing M Le Ur J 0rd in the Parable of -the* sower,- or 
seed that ? e !l"^L!Ti S ' + u ati:heW l3:22 when our Lord epokeTabout the 
and the d B 2Ji*E? ? S ! S t1 ? ^ 8 and comme ^ted "the cares ! o$fthis world 
?5l.» Or it m'av^f JLUJ ^ ches ° h <** the word and it becon&th unSSt- 

Son^eKofe SSi'SrSS^ in thafvorlTb ffihXt^ 
eviL one has been described 'Is "the pfince" by our Lord iL'joto J^O '-' 

?oS ' oTthSTlf cfiS^jJS Job P? S8ib ^!^n ?h^Md°^t? V 
he cails^the woVld" Tom+iJ8?« * J° consc i° US of tfael'ftbt that what 
,52 fii H J S *? fj ement of real danger and that fact 
ind elsewhATP VnvfVi -in +v,-«r, «-i~j.i_ _-?j L .. _ 



A. 



, .--ideration, 
THE DISCERNMENT THR HHRT 3TIAN WILT, RBq fTTp'B 
i.e. a discernment 



o.iwhat is meant by "the world" 'that John says 
vo not the world nor- the things [that are in 
two comments that -I would makajj 'the fir's t iss- 
mo" world ;oan-bQ"dflffin«4 John /ijj-obviously 

im JhSffi he gave his only boston-. Son that 
im should not perish but have' 'everlasting 

od the world and. still loves thV' world, ife. 

.then .surely it would bo wrong 1 for us not to 

sSSrs^s* o??H wo j; ld + of .-tiewhich i a t0 

for tSS?L° t 5 B b ? aUty 0f thG lowers, He 
h« , I birds. Surely we can love the world 
beauty of a countryside," of 4 -W&iset V What 

o?tt£ S?e m o? d m ° f J H°^ aS ^iJtoting here? 

character" of °f Jf™ 1 ?? ±Ch ^ totally ^compat- 
S1L S? d ^" ^ may be «» attitude of 

is tSS ?+ a ?i iv iJ y ? r - he way ln which he ** 

.rSdSJ «} *£; Utt0rly inconsistent with tho 
•roduct of tho unregenerate nature of fallen - 
.with the truth of God, the mind of God^i?' 
orietHJ'- th ? rebel * Aa Bomoone has said 
Br. ? riffItrThomrco..;Ss ^^^^1="?^ LYe^ 
"^^^ -°n?S h or !25 S be 

scale of valSs, thSs.' c£s?oms ^SSl'' th& V ay of life > ^at * 
in harmony with the mi 2 JniTS or interests which are not 
would make concerns:- of. God. The second comment I 

samplf ft w^cVfh To^^ S^V jj Wrri *± John S iv ^ three 
translation in the A V har£ ?« h&t h ! ? 0ans ^ " th * world". The 
ohanged meaning*?? the 'words ^"^^2^ ?l5* *° ^ 

.. lhQ «« E -B. translation is possibly 



- — ~. af 

we are not to lovje: 
the world". There a. 
(a) The way in wjy < 
not. referring to 'the 
that "God so loved' t 
whosoever bolieve'llh 
life" and if God .so 
tho people' .in the'wc 
love them. Also it 
■ the -creation of God 
speaks- of God's ebnet 
of nature and enj'by t 
then does "the world" 
Surely it is that par 
ible with the mind r- 
man, .it may bo the 1 
occupied, but the poi 
will of God and is th« 
man. It is inconsistt 
is the product of man 
"the world" is "humm 
principles and charac 
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has e tS e i^ U i : n/f' h ? h WOrd t fe n ^ ated . " luat "! in both *hfl-.fcUt. and R.S.V. 
but-+hn £L? ?? s the connotation of sensual or even sefcual desire, 
55? J u ^ n t ^° GreG ^ means simply "desire" or "lonkMng". The word 
"flesh" has also £ restricted association: .in our mindset the word 

SKnJS^ fSJ? I l G Greek means " the a 111 ^ 1 nature of man" that self 
v«£?S^ within unrogenerate man and whibh remains ini regenerate man. 

o? ™?? SS in t h % min 2 ^ J0hn then is a life in w hich jthe desired 
of myself, apart from God, 1 dictate and determine what fclk'o, where I 

inAuV^ni Se S* FV a lif ° baSOd u P° n ^If-gratifiKionrsSf- " 
SJS 8 ?™ j + tho desires; of myself. It is also a life, in which the 
ThiTji ir?i J •**$** m °tivated by I the outward! show of things. 
ovS n£« 1 • hn S f et1 ?P; ng at when hG s P eaks of the desire of thS 
til :„ things] that atfb seen to be attractive and ftngressive wit'h- 

doL^f ?Sf d - r 'i i0n f f 'r Gir real worth| in thG si Sht BS God\| or in- 
"?ne- dLSof nr S i ny pla ^. for thG * ^ my| life' in th*U|3l of 'tod. . 
a jA ei ; ° f *}« ey * s ' is a P hrase use F to describef She kind of 
attitude which waits. whatever it sees without stopping M ask whether 
iwl 1S W |?S h ! havin | *» thel evaluation that* Christ pStML lifO The 

S^tho^ES 4 ?! - llfe r ,n I™ a life iH which ostMSon S'ovid! 
ShJiL w^T impress others, to gaih their atteMdn, their ap- 
probation* whethei- or not it bo merited or deserved. Wk4 attitude 
Ht h *« U T Wa ?4 *2 bGinoti <= e d; all .thiE is utteriy,SLn to the ■' 
SKf \ charactei- of God and to the purpose and ministry of the Holv 

selves ?oln aSk l iS t0 siL ° rify Chris * no * t0 draw at&on 00?. 
sefves. ■ Someone ince said in this context "no 1 man cani afive J?+h« 
same time the impression .that he has a groat SavwUf^that he ?„ « 

apuW crL'sfeiTid^oSSw £*!* ~ let ^ ftj*° tS S ^' 

SI ^u^co^ ^W Then Se « ^e^e is'. ' ' 

ugn-c concernin,, the world in scripture which centres on:- : 



B. THE DEFILEMENT THT>! aw 

John states "here /'All 
hafe no place at a:.l ii 
place at all in the r 
it 1 that' John is thinjv 
ing is a realisation 
(a| The task of k g ■ 
this explicitly in I ." 
in I this world" W^rc 1 
resurrection appelr:, 
Father hath j sent Je 
not simply to redlem 
'He that hath seojme 
as ! Christ is here'f thr 
claim the redemptive 
reveal the character 
Paul ever made was tha 
live th' in me". - if- chr 
This is a line of] thou, 
the gospels. JesJis sn 
?? h l e are 'the Jlif 
. light of God's truth , 
need of man so- are w; 



STIAN MUST AVOTT) 

•ap-i is in the world is not of the 
np mind of God and should theri 



< 1. 



^Father" . it 



< uu and should therefore have "no" 
■•Ef hninf ? f * he | children ofJpod. What is 
,of here? I think, at the ba|cjcjldf his think- 

3T7?# ~g thn woriTd Later oi{U{Jvill state;' 

Vlil : he T e . he witea "As heisj so are we 

• «ajb are. reminiscent of Christ 'jsfgords in His' 



is i! 
who" 



world". This task, 
obligation on the i „ iiU . 
truth of God and to ro 
the love of God. iPauil 
2:J5 speaks of thcJ. chu. 
lu u aa li ghts in th 



recorded in John pO: 21, where MeWs "as mvi 
n l?° 1 f?J[ you'%f The Father $L* the^Sonl 
.world but to reveal. Christ , hffioS said 
^IZ t hQ Pathe ^"- The ChXjsSan is'here 
ipre that means ho is here nf gifto S . 
ui and purpose of God but "ho dJs aSo here to 1 
God. One of the most tremenSusTstatements' 
statement recorded in GalatiaSi ? -20 "ShrSt 

!thIfwJ n / e , the?1 X Sh0uld: #|^S 
t that we find expressed agaS K again in ; ■ 



thought of tg e talk It thoarist?^ ?h° S? ^ 1 S kod ' w V h , •"*»' 
(b) ThV, *v,™„. J-.. f ; Christian there ls his thought of:- 



fh^ nvv.' j.v 1 • xujj.il iian were is his thoui!*; of-- 1 

si ^ thst^ wo^T ai 1 ^^? IS % a°£id and th?I&e a ; is ' 
How ™ „ „^ 1 ^; or ^ d .^ll 3 P0il the Christian's testlmonV and »itr,»= D 

^ian, whoso life l3 olutt SI . n fl ,,„ vL? 1 ?, Y" ne8s ■ 



How can a worldly Si tanl^nosf Ufe'if^? *•»*«& ^d witn, 

™, wnoso life is cluttered up with ideas, 



I John 2 ; b q-i 7 



- 3 - 



c. 



■1st December. 1Q71 



Father? What sort of 4 "„?3LS a V Uch a arl f tlu « representee { 
to t'he world? S kfnrt £ rS- S? eB that ki . nd of a ChrL&an present 
udo S ,I.vho S e standard whSs^SSif? whosc . w ^ <* 5 life, [wUao auK- 
are unconverted? James speak? o? thf ^V^IJ * 1 wit «']fchosc who 
himself "unspotted f?om tht^M? ^^ of the, Chris tikh^to keep 
1:4. refers W the' ChE«+}«!!! * (James 1:27).. Peter,!-; 'dJi l J II Peter 

ruption that is in the io^^ s ° mcono who h t escaped frLl; "the Zol- 

negation of- the Gosnii a !nl? 1 ', . worldly Christian: is b a ■ ; • • 
of the way of life U ^?^TCi ra £ io ^ on of the tr * th - ofWjf a parodv 
if the flijof the ownl of « ! v G ° nrifetian is called. It* iPjust as 7 
he ietnot nnich iSf^^^i^jy^* ao ~* **' filthy blothes ! 
owns,)- The- ChristiaS STlSfSd ?£«*■?? ^ aUi1 ^^at ^father 
what .if, the globe. enlSing^^t'is d^y^ ^ ^ff **■ j . 
^Disc.rhm.nt the feet^ W*qui«, ; Tho < ef ^i^ j^ • j.,. 



S HE EElACHMRW LIia^RlsMA^ MUST »«».t» ! • ! JM 

we must We oh +.h„ S^™ away , ' ThUiC are two final conu 



There are two final comets that 
hn sees inthf? wn-ri^ \miJ j>il-_r 



?hft first,/.- 
i 



^tfef?^ iinile 1 4e 

fact -that the i&S^^^^W" ^ ^J™ 11 *" H*£ ^ 
His player recorded i^John J7 "? S * h ° J°fJ d : dhrist ^ ; said in 




^ *W oj^-, £^ ^ P hy sicaiconlact "wi^ «; 
themrbSai'eally ho hSRJr? lltJ^ -. 1S ±U P^ical-cont'lct^with ' 
of li^e.,...He. is-, in tSL wo?ld^S \^. ooaa ™ with thGm or their Way 
•Christ was- not .of tSf world" f ( John 17*1 ??* Sw t . he , wor ^ even »as^- 
purposes ::of.; God. The world U J!! ,Z } 4) He 1 xa in the wdrld for the 
will bb -found for it Is there %M? to^-iT ^ in which "# ^Christ SS 
that .God has laid upo£ him This does ^P m exercise ^ ^s^nsibSS 
Chnst^an will go everywhere , where th? ™ ™ ean .? oce ^arily fiat the ' 
also means that ho will It vfl unconverted people feo but it 
monastic clique-,' a kind of c&5}^ n ^P ?om " thGm . ^to a kind of 
all: with those, who arluncoSSSed^ t°^ 0t ^ Xn * no oontfiSt -2t 
Visit by Cliff HicharJ I reSIived ^ .S?n th ° °°? asion of " thVireceht- • 
daughter - a keen ChrLtlS - lit ™ ph J?° ^r 1 from " a 'Wr whose " '■ 
boon able to get a tilket^boT^ff T^y ^sapppinted that s'tid'^ad nbt 
we were concefned fchafthn t J° J h ° ral1 ^- ! Pointed But that 

Christians to invite IncSnvSted 2^ S e f n ' PP°rtunlty W * 
testimony, and I askeH? Se ttcko?^ *S hear Cliff ^W'a ! 
her and some unconverted friend I t a ! !u r; J he S^ 1 heSsetff or for 
herself and for some 5? he? frffndc, g ot + Jhe teply; that iti was f or 

S? ma !?K that She didn ^ have an? ?ri^l th S f f ther . a dded thti, further 
Wow that may be nil rL*+ J™ y frxends who were not Christians 

not all right or SSJtiS who" • y y °? lg girl but wrtSlEut'li 

»nd-ioh- as £53» to11 ^^^^ 

~i tS S wlld^ aS | e 4^^ bo fre^ bi ove 

never allow these values^^X Se^L^nol ^fa". ! 



1 :-• 



I John 2:15-17 



There is nothing 
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as love, nothing so cjofipelling , so 
Any girl into whose hjehijt love has 



so dominating ar 
3, ,r u controlling. Any • whos 

SEVSJ n? e ?J a B i h ?Y th ^ l0VG dom in^es every TO oSf the day, 
woJJ y -i? f th M°r ld can b e ™de attractive. The p ; rfee of the 

a Tthw +n S« "J '■ X !„ d vj 8 2 r J bed aS a PPoa?ins "pleasaM ,to thejeyes, 
tmi offer wf?i?H«r d .^ t how d ^eptivo. . Nothing thkt the world 
™-v2 iJ 1 1&st '* ei1 ? her in this life lor in that itohcome - "the 

world passeth aWy" and *aul adds his comment, in I Cotinthians 7-31 
"the fashion of ijhis world passeth away". There is SESSaTdSrlbS 
about anythxng. that is the product of the unconver? e ffin? g Thf 
world then xs something from which the Christian must be aiff£ on t 
Inwardly, xn his attitude. and therefore outwardly Snis actions 
It xs this very difference that the world resents, ah&e" world'"' ' 
will try to JorcJ the Christian to conform. In so mahfiwavs we ' • 
become conscious of .this;.' I remember Professor BlaiklSck Professor 
of Classxcs in Auckland ..University, commenting on thel stranee?far? 
that a person can refuse! to drink any beverag? SthoGtEJSSi anv 

d?S n tea XC of coiSn refuSes lr t ° dV±ni alc0h °l' He can^Sus^to" 7 
-Hi^b commit U ree JS ° r i m:Lllc .V or wattJ ?> or lemonade, or- coca-cola 
; l?irik that^S ii?? k* •f° e ^ b ^ ws raised, but if he : refuses 1° 
arxnK that the world has decided is a must for social! acceo'tahccr" 
if he. refuses toldrink alcohol! then the world immediatelv Sill turn 

tK Sold S S\od fe q and ^ subt i y Wi ^ tr £ t0 ^Hfc! 1 ^ 

Sa^sformod'h? +S ay ' B ? not conformed to this worldfe be ye ■■ 
S a SS Jo Sj y t 5 e - re] ? c ^f n S. of iyour mind' Romans 12:2): Why-are 
we not to be 1 conformed to, the world but to be transfe&fe hv ihl 
renewing of our ilinds? <3 ira ply so that we may t££ 8K5 what fis 
tfc a wif?°o^ nd a i CG P tabl f iand perfect "4 1 S GodlTO%e Slow 
-•4iLh tL wilfofrnr 1 ?^ ^ 8 ,^ Wil1 never experiJ4«ifiatlSto 

■IS Pik$ K d i^°w^er C^rSr^te woria * 
so ou? r Loid lri L iS i tha1: *5 e ^istian is resented and jSllked? And " 

m^tairtTJ iv ESS ±n £°$ n 15 : 18 . ^ 19 ' " Ij ^ wor ^ ba ?o 

iTZiA 4.U n H • h ated me before it hated. you. Itf -We were of tho 

wfcld' bu? f°Si W ^ ld l0Ve his 0wn ' but becau ^ ye (.aLaofof^h^ 
hateth vo,» S ' cbosen .y° u <«t of- the world," thereto, the : world ' 

musfbeTee: f£fe d ^ihfSnS^™"! f ™* wa ^M ^ Christian 

Proverbs wr^re Sold «?Sr5niS 10 C - f "S?' In *^ book of ■ 
i' H I 2J& -2l - 1°^ ThG foar of ma n brxngeth a snared The Christ- 
^^^o.fromithc n: ,very of social opinion in orttfcr.ttot he caf 

-no wxli of God and that service itc/which he 
f God, to that way of life int'o ..which the 

'if™' :f,i 

l«i<JU 

n! constitutes a danger' concerning which the 
ononis alert and against whidhl Hd must ever 

: . . ; ' •■• i i! ill .. 



j-cui is iree irom. -the ; 
b(j> free' for" a doing c- 
is callod. 'in the I wil . 
will of Gpd jwilllbri: 



No ■ wonder 'the world 
c krisjt'iah must ..eV-or 
be on his g^ardX I 
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FELLOWSHIP WITHIN THE FAMILY OF GOD It I }--■ 
Passage studied I John ? : 1 BS?q • " [ ,-. : ■ 8th .December . TQ71 

THE lJegHT' T N iWHICH THE FELLOWSHIP- IS BATm }'" 

'.;'■/ "THE' 



DANGERS. R EVEALED BY THE .LIGHT - 2 I JgfcoB " I .' '[ 

reVealedllv SJ^/^f 1 ^ 78 ™ 88 15 " 17 ' tlie first Perii iorjdanger' "" 

3lj +?° ligh P in the mlnd of John "as "the world" > He la's con- 
daW has to do a v ??i°^ beh ^ i0 ^ in ^Btian conduct /,, The B.eSnd . 
S«S+?«^ a ? wi T the area of Christian belief.- Bviwa'v*' of intro-'' 
SSlrStS be?i£f S tb we W^ote that there ie • a stujiffentiity that 
bSSS„ lSb'I: X mentality that thinks it- doesn't master- what yot 
that '+L Snif f S y ^ U ' are sincere ' whereas the truth bf'th'e matter is 
brieve is ?rub fnC o5r + ?° U "! Jf! m ° re *»P<>*tant it is thS wSat you ? ' 
believe- but h^w'vnhLS 6 meiit ality that sa y s "doesn't matter what' you 
you believe SlkXSj W^J "/f^titude of oind which, forgets that St 
in th?« oh^?t^+ f S ,?nd. deoidefs how you behave. For example : if we all 

we would ^e^?Julffi-S??S t 'T? ,M ? t be iJ eVed that the P^h'waq bn" lire 
We aro^sittihJ^+^f •• i 5£ erently v from the wav in which; we,. ! are behaving. 

A. THE. CORR OTTi'Oi - _Jb': CHRISTIAN HAS TO EVADE ' . • " j ' "'[.«• \. ''"' .' ?| 

chu?dh W all "theri S n a LT k that r^ qUt *° dama S e ^ W* of' the i 
■ SHb'-Sad! o? -h^* °V aS Centred upon the belief ;of.,thG Christian 

'•'would sedu'p« ir » 2 ° t J i ^s have I written concerning them that 
Kg SsTto a J e + K t0 note two .things abou* .tbjso people who 

ihrisf^vT ^ fffeft^ j ft a g are described in yj&' as : "anti- 
anti-christ will coma ™L r 1&3t time:and ^ have (heard that 
we know that it is tho i2? jEj her Su aro many ^tir-ohpists ; whereby 
call for elucidation fflK 4iS , v •■ T ^° J are two -.pbin^s -here- .that • 
"the last' ti£" or the . lalt^hoS? Do^V 068 % m *?V y the phraae 
, erlbe the whole Christian J<«S«I J? ? - h<3 USG - th±s ' :ph -^ Be tddes- 
■ take IJ^&SktL ttS? l?l2 ^f J a ation + orera?..oris he .making -a: mis - 
again of Christ? S i* -t-J *? the - laBrt hour before the actual coming 

,,/last houfusel tS'delcribe^siSSoV "SV^* iS ;n0t ^ ^ 
.. and which would 'exist iS in ™« situa J ion wh ich was existinjrtEen 
.., before Chrises se.cond.^oSn2? Th^W^i^ A i e ^ 9 Immediately 
possible interpretation of Shit Join w £IT' "^u & :vory rea3 -. ^d 
which calls for oluciS«+?L ??+? has „ to say » ' The ' second- point 
its plural^form-°nSti-rhi?? + in th ^ W ° rd " an ti-christ» .and later, in 
of the wo^d 'Sti^hilst" wi?h "the° Sf 2 °r entat0 ^ identify-this. use 
'• ^'letter to the -Thess ^iLnn -?.wJi? of ? renc ! by Pau1 ' in his second 
•shall not comoT^' SL 5 following , where he begins "that day 

of- sin bo ^voaleS^th^aororSordiSii 1 " 5 ^ ay firs *' ^ d that man 
to "that Wicked One"' It in LESS"? M "' a ? d . again ^ v " 8 he ref «rs 
ticipation in the mln i« „f Juf unerall .y agre.ed that there is an an- 

jomiSg of • cgiht wSul b-e'precod'S^v^H 1 ^ th ^- the ?ep0 - nd 
to- Christ- in one Person ££+??+ J y h ° . hGadin e U P- of the; opposition 
' see- many earlle?;SfSst a ??nn« S doos /-*o.f mean to say wo may .not V 
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makes it difficult to ±nlnl„l„i i ty of Chpiat (v,2a)£and this is what 
Rome. Sooondiv - thS loss thlt ?n^7°w St ,S? "oing |the Ohuroh of 

as m ow &! r?^ s ^ew^ 
s&ra 1 ¥ £1 ST- ?4% p ^o^ - 

What a labo/L ^a^f^^^ot^ooa^!' 6 f° eors ° f <*&*• 
but tKof^ I ^ ajsbgBSd InV 19 wo road -tt^lU out from us, 
that this verii thrmlTiirf.^ Stotf points out it jhis commentary 
is that of ?hf cnurchl SovioulJ? tSiJ 0Ctrl ? eS ; "i 1 " flr3t a°°trine 
Christians bul aprarehtlv tw ll2 Jl K?°? 1 2. ha l d b , eGn ln ™™S the 
tiating the distinctibn th2 L!f E p \ Christians, -tjhus substan- 
visibll Churcf" and X i« f" 7 "S , between whkW is called "the 
wne SfeJlw^.W .!*» *?S* *> <">-*» i.e. 



there are tnoje who mbrelfh^ "J 11 ? 3 „" tho inv1 ^ P e 01 ™rch» i.e. 
s a eceS C d r oc?r r iT hS: ' *° " "" 'TSM ^2¥H»U« 



- of th ° fed a? £K? ~A «srsr 



B. 



, shall bo save J" and John Sot?add??L- hat Sh&11 W™ to the end 
i vaticn is the? regard 'Ef endSJnSJ L$^ 3 cominont J 'Ml because eal- 
; mark of salvaiion" frhesf people to 2tTTnt en # ^ ce is the ; hall- 
! ring went out of their own Iccolfi +h£l a ° hn l -K apostle , is refer- 
! disclosure, "hev coufrl 1 fj° ? thfeir departure tffas in effect a 
1 not of it. D 5es aS fti !*H in ^° ^ 11 owehip] ^ cause they were 

those wh^ared?awntbtL n ?«^^ t n:°^ S;0m | Ji ght 0n SH actions of 
1 for a while participate in f S ? ? hi £ ? f the Chr i^n Church and 

draw? They find SB' JhJS^ llf + °, but who after' k : Ihort time with- 
. Christians^r^hei? kepStS?ris°n h Sf f^ 7 4 L d4l0n with ^e 
j condition and i| state! ' H^w of ten wo £%*lZ?Fl* * ^ eir real s P^itual 
! into this category Thev roZ +Ll ind . that there are those who fall 

This may be alio the re Son I' ^ e ^ 0y ' and then they depart, 
j true to the ffi of GoTcoLf L ^\^ r an f elid ^ W ini ^er who is 

grace and trulh there Tare ?hoso „hn C ff Ch 2? pre , ai ^ e3 thc Wor <* with 

til that moment thev Ltd hrl .*■ «° leavo the congregation. Up un- 
1 now that the SrutHf | god is D ?L? a ? G r + J he if^lthe church SSt 
I in -common with| the t°rl?f an"d lo^^tMrL^' ff 7 ^ n0thin ^ 

can be counteracted, Eld so he s peaks fS?:^ ^|fe that cor ™Ption 
THE C0MWJNTON,JTHE CHrIr-PT^ SHOULD EljioY j j' ( 'j ' , 

«lnSn f t G Sg^°tSt iS t^ feLSan^e'alT"^ ^9^ of an 
action (I, anointingKrom the SnTv n 11 rec ! lved ,.-| f^But-you have an 
as thc R.S.V.'JtranJlfL fj » H ?J y , 0ne ' ^ d y e knaw all things" or 
translation in t^N I B»vS U ^\ kn °K ^ ith th 4 %ther and g ?ulJer 
ointing is o^coursoiAe'anSintS oJ^h^S^f °? 1 F d that a ^ 
presence and power anS raiSsS? of thfr SSi? ^ S HfflS» and " is the 
guard against] error iS dSctrSe <in ?„ H Sj? S? ir ^ t L^ at is the eafe- 
tion can be counteracted Joh^stresLS- h ^^ g >f |° W : this Corru P- 

^at B^r ^^ ed ri 5th B So , Sg lv a!- i J* , is " reco ^ of our Lord 
generally agreed by c6mIenta?or?L? h?S u i^ 8 10 ' ! *' and « ^ 
is to the HSl^ BpSi ^^S pa?t!cSLlf ?i a ?h, th f il° refG ^«ce here 
•Spirit- Who our Lord said would "S^K ?° the min *?t,ry of the Holy 
all truth". i n Paul^ letter to S So^+S? 09 S 1 * ,!gu ^ dG you ^ 
2:9 and 10 ho speaks again of th?« m ?nT + thla S C TO h J Corinthians 
you remember lie begins by point Si nS"^*^ * J** »?oly Spirit, and 
oar heard, neither hath ?+ P 2»+«if ° U ^ h ? w E y Q hathl-not seen nor 
that God hath prepared for Wthi^ln thG - heart P^an, the SSngs 
them unto us by .his Spiri?" HiS5% « T ?^\ B ^ ^ 0d hath revealed 
and insight that the Holy Spirit eLrM Lf ? 1S ^ yi f ?i enli ^ htenmen t 
-never, and.tho stress ^^.."SSTL^ ^^0^ word 
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?aith"S ltt"ihrLtes of"i m J h f \ PC ° P1G W f° wero diking the j 
made out tSat' ?hJyfio?e mo?o ^Ji^/JS? 1 ^^ 1 ?^ Thov-mayto.... 
believed this \ aboul ChriSt XX ^ g ent . than the Christians who 
knowledge, thaf spLitSl knoS^i P °- nt - X* that #?y Sii have! 
of a privileged fJKSihJ rT^™^ 1 " 31 ^* . aro n ^ tho Prerogative 
There is of. foursef oWiousiy a^lac^ fo^n^ 10110 !- f? ^ Gry Ch Atian. 
undantly clear- in t 2nn7hL?} *. ±or * Gac J? rs: Pa B make .s this ab.- 
gifts of the iniriV- w +C ■ ^ 2 4 . whore -teaching" is listed among the' ■ 

something ever? ctksuln Wh^tfP ° £ *S° Spirit ^, jtfeching 1 s ' " =- ! 
v Pi Tni-m ™^7„ > n fist;aan ought to know and experience 1 ''And <*n **> 

SS ^b^.%^*^1h^^.SS a f r ^ ^I4«'wr?tte* 
that no lie* is of -thd truth" T+ J??'^^, 150 ^ 0, ye4kn0.w-.it,.. and;; 
most deeply tauehtf Chr^SL; ' J S a J Sim P 1 ° ^act that) .s'ome of. the! 1 ■ 
pews of our chufch'l^ it ? * V L fou ?? n0l; ' in the P^-dife but in the 
that the SoiEfof tS;fiolv°SH^? U ^ that . John P°P^ out in v. 27 ' 
our. lives, -Hi^ indielliriJ K I 5fi xt| J h ° COm J ng ° f f h >'Spirit into, 
which ye ha?e IrecoUcd of : hL P?J raa nent experience "toe. anointing . 
is important Ihirwrshoufc?^^^/?^!- ^ thii ^ obnnection.it '• 
Spirit and T the minis+?T^^ +£ f "^f^ between the-^itfts- of the; ■ 
special and idoStlSSlo ziftl V^' * Th ° S±fts °**t he Spirit are 
Corinthians 12 : ""gives to^eSh 2? c, H ° ly ?? irit - we #o'*old in I 
not. I have a, certain J-5f° S? +u a S sc 7? rall y as he wiil"f- Whether, or 
»! it has Jv5?yth£l g to dS wJ+S ^ irit ha 1 s . nothin .g whatever ■ to. do with 
is why those' dear Klk whS w h ° 30 ™ roi g*ty of thd. .Spirit. This 
tongues are cimpLiSy wSibScST^S" ! th ? ^' ^ s P^king.in 
put upon it. ,The.Jift dfiiton^S K d n ?"! ojiptural in .'the, emphasis they , 
Spirit..- : lt does egst Jut ?f la JoJ^-S f^S 6 the ^^ df the 
or not 'he will givE it an3 \,hl+iL th ? ?° ly Spirit ' to, say whether <- ( 

ministries of t the Llv sSi + t™ + ° r n °J he 4 .V i11 withdraw it. The.;. .•■ 
which he is to exef ciL ?3 it a ™* ho * Q factions of thej.Holy Spirit 
not indicate ?h a rin?he-im?Lo?%f r Gry , Ch ? stian - 9^ ^rd did ■ 
taught and seme woSd nSt^ES*^ i^ifHJV* trU ^ Sd> * e WOuld be 
ience the teaching 1 ! ministrv of ?£, ^5^ le 2 >■ ha J eve ryone twould exper- 
the Christians that sPi?i?L? wSSi?^ P ^ t ' ^ W ,|John Reminds 
depend net upon man ' fStSliin^n hnf G ^ XnS ^ ght ^.^erstanding 
ministry' o-p +u„ ST?. ° r , :L1 ? t ?:t- L fSence but upon- man's submission to: t.h« 



fore aMdl^gf ? k& j^]*™%^ li^hj.. writes-.^t ! that., .thsre- 
which ye have he ir'J ^nm" 7 ^ -v hoard from the beginnihgri 1. If that 
also c?ntSnue i±S ?L SeS fiLl In^h^f J^ ^ C ^ in ld ' j » *» s hall . 
of course the Word? of the ■ tcLlr nl/^ T ' W J at they ha *. -heard- ^ 
safeguard,- of that corrective ?W ?h, r? Gi - W ?- get mot her part of the 
error. Here, we huvu the SSit of rnH ?-^ S ^? n 2^ h ^ ve ! gainst • 
written- word i v V es. of ?««£« \ J d linked to the Wdrd-'of God. The 
Word/ John is aSidthyL^u ^premely . but alio 1 'the living 
the simplicity of fee gosSe! Tt S?^^ 31 mi f ht be t 2iWj to' despise 
hold on to it: Thu fact that rL hG holds °^ *° " an^Mges.them to 
to Himself. : There' is a dagger some^Lf £ h ^^ rec0 Mlng the world 
lans as they j progress L tSf L?! «J °! ^ the: lives i,qf,| some Christ- 
knowledge that they are teWcd S °f G ? U °i a ^° n , and ^dogtanding and 
is no flattery, nof rc^rd K ™Jl J eSp 3" Se * he Gos P c l-,; ^ that there 
or to man»s: inte?Jlgcn^ i The ro^ 1 ^ ^^ to ^'^achievements 
and God carried thSli Id ?Wn PGl WaS S° d ^Pi^d, God designed, 
move away from thefsim i iStv 0? Ihtl so ft imGS| a dan «F or ^n to:/ 
Gospel remain in tnom 1 at GosL? tt v, J ^ n U ^ ges th ^ t b 1<3t th « ; 
ning "hold fast tofSaf' he says iM^ S Gard <a f ^ I i!?? he be ein- : 
to see your need of Chriut and Ch-rilt n? + J h ° H ° ly SpJU # j who led you 
hold on to it. Don't let it 1 ! T J h ° answer to 'W need - 
acting influence of the miSiif^ ^l 80 ^ envisages fth.es ^^ counter- 
holding steadfastly to the Gospel? ly Sp±rit arld j ! %G Chr ^tian 

'?he h cer?SpWortSe°^ th J s -fi*^. We haVe.. thought of 

.union the P Chris t«o^ A com- 

C ' ™ CONCLUSION THE CHRISTIAN V/TT.T. EXPECT/ ,' f\ 



I John 2:18-29 



- 4 - 



jfs 



,i 6th JDe comber. 1971 

Wo come "to-jtho closing, two verses of this chapter, vUges 26 and 'feq 
"hich some : commintators| think ought to bo linked with, the passage 
JhoLh? +^ W +i: °* P 18 ^ 8 Fosirdod as a bridge from the) 'one line of : ... 
*™? S K I G °i her " , We sha11 ' however, include tU jin our study" 

tonight because] the light in which the fellowship isVb'aWd is a, 
hi£t twl ' 1 ? 1 ? x ^} udes ^is. great hope to. which referejndeThas already 
speakr fii n 8eotif)n f that Christ is coming . ag^irij And so John 

I ' ■ . I ; .-'If 

(a) The coming which should delight the child of Go ! L v.?a "And now- 



little cniiareni abide in him, that when ho shall appeal we may have' 
confidence -and not be ashamed before him at his cominS" A Christian 
whose belief and whose behaviour have been maintaiS% such a way as 
to be pleasing Jo God, ^ill look forward to the sec*d ! Wn£ of Christ 

it tho ^\ l0 ¥ U f an!d ° grcat de * ire: that comi ^ ^11 ^rfng wSh 
ttet 11?£ P 2£Wl t0 T r" r V ut int0 ^e ears of Godftthc* FatheAll " .' 
Sain Mh ?LS e i d *- J i ^interesting that in thisN context John.-once" . 
flol'ri ten ? Of n ^ ff ? c tion "little children", -fat carries 'with ' 
th«* L^ i tQn 'l ??* S n £ y of his own fatherly love M 'affection for 
them but also o£.thq Fatherhood- of God. This is the" fbr^otten doctrine 
amongst evangelical. Christians. .We have stressed™and ? r?ghtly so the 
ortSrHo?v^K iS ^/? ha r° s ^sed.and rlgh^TU^o ministry ■ 
?Ls we Save fifc^^ Ut U n ?° ^ vcs °* »«»*'. *any eVlrigclical Christ-" 
TSh«-»« rt S Zt fo fS°tten :| thc doctrine of the Fatherhood of God. Hero .- 
it the son^ e n?f? d;t r n ' Slatad " conf idence" a. word which carries with/" 
Shildr G ?-ShS+Jll Cd0ra ;u 0pcnne3S ' frankness, liberty; " The liberty of 
tlbZ'S C g , in - h ! P r «? on « e of a father, and .this of; course is' 
zne oasic-: relationshm into whinh nhHn+. hnb i^ ■■,,„ ■ > «,, 1 >, 



the basic-j relationship 
grim we sometimes make 



into which Christ has led us.' ^.How severe , ! how. 

;,., , , _ ,, i — - it all. Here John envisages !' the Christian 1 at 

the end of the toad being able to talk freely, hlppily 1 ; and^itPoSi- 
Pl^.^^^Bf about everything that ■ life haB holdVi j D?? Adolf I 
Sapphire the g^eat Hebrew Christian, once sought to dBfine what it 

SHut ±t h ^ St " h f Kf h ^ d mean t0US to l^:thilcSLtia^iiife. 
Sfl^hni ^ Z n l unfor g <3 ttablo phrase "Get into, the 1 ^presence 1 of God ? 
and then do whatever you like". The vision there idiot a child '- 

vet P JlS * ?'°Si ^J 01 ;^ 1 ? thG fact tHat the Fa W is watchiAg, aid 

the p ig igfjf? f " h * Ch l5h °^ ld !? oflt tho child of gJ ,' John speakV-of .! 
i2L« I • y ; of bei ng shamed away from Him at Hi3 looming and thon 
t?ulv Sorn Tf % J h 9 ««?«"y of doing rightooSrlss ?f 'w^are ??. 

«££,L u-vL /h0 S P ir ^t. If we are a child, of a parent the'n we ? - ' 

™ ^f^faTtn^ + °^ th + ° P arcnt ' s character^ ha'ure we •• 
hisW n ol! « t ?-3° thls then we shall indeed 1 ' be ,'shamed away from 
SoE ?f ' ? US X M° a child wh0 Has heen misbenavins dSringTthe 
SS£ ?W ! lPart " bs WOUld be shamed to come lni6 their" prSfnce ' 
upon their return. ,;ow tragic if that ho an Vn,UhSTT „J I i 

live everv ri™ '•;««, , 1 !i f J ™ x De S0, X ou ^hd!l arc. meant, to 

we are y Samnd y . ? v %^' iy t^ U WOrthy 0f tho " name ih^. we bear lest 
wb are snamed a. ay frow His- presence at His comin ' 



i :,!■' 

'I' -td 

! I « 



i- 1. II- 



I \ I 



ST. GEORGE ' S-TRON PARISH CHURCH GLASGOW 
Bitile Studies - Winter Season 1971-72- \'\j 



:••?■. ..No . 



gaudies in I John bv th e Rev. Georga-BV'-Dunl^aJJ;! W.A. 



FELLOWSHIP WITHIN TH E FAMILY ' OF GOT)' '' "'3 .-.'.: 



' ' • I i ' • ' .'Hi ■ 

Passage B tudJJed T ^John 3:1-18 t^U^t 

- - - 12,th, January. 1Q7?, 



i 



: ?&JCV ' 2 ' y T,fj)VE- VITH.WHTOH T HE FELLOWSHIP T S BOcllU BLESSED 

particularly iTlhtl aectiot «? S "^"occurs in this Epistle, and 
■as-'a'-noun,. twentvif ive- >?iS oJ " " ° ha P ters 3 and. 4,- Sixteen times 

"LOVE - THE QHARAOTBBTRTTn Q F THE GHTf.TWBWtfW ami > ' j ' 

..3ES*S vS ^ ^^Ig" 111 ^ ^^oteriatics: and Vhen^e ' see a 
.family. Sometimes it L SI ™? 9 *? a *i*:^ and then we name the 
the. head .or thTKaJJ '£? S? S Sn^o?*™-* ha±r °L! yeS; the set <>* 
the possessor of it right awav « iS? 1 f / 0x « e; Somet ning Identifies 
is the, outstanding quality bfwhidS a cM?! *? ? f rtal ? ^ily.^Here 
their love. Not low ^ «„ „ ZiT a chi ld of God can-, he recognised - 
sense, That L to sly ?hS £ the^iff S" ^ J* m ev ^atiSa? . 
nition of tho worth of 25 «£} S +J if ® °£ a Christian- • t here i-iffTTTe cog- 
caring concern for o?hera tSt H $*t ™ V t h ? f ° ther individuals' Jl S 
in 'this 'section John is ^oSSlnS *tu™^ k ' of the ch ildren of God.' And 
.characteristic? We note?- Wlth three as P e °ts':of this family 

' A ' : ™ CONCERN THAT CHRTfVPTAar ^pyg pqRtRayk " ' ^.r"^:^" ^ 
John has two things to say about this love: ' !]. -'i ,'.. • , ' 

™* ^^ ^It^n^V^ ^^^ In V ™ ^ad' "See', what. iove 
of God, -,,. d so SJ a?e" S "Sod Jh^tJf 9 s ^ d ; V called children 
children re to be^like the Sj+U e 'J ather '' ia 1°H, then if the-. 
: ■• them. Th:a' la a truth %I«J ? a J hor ther ? must bo a similar love in 
:■ ministry .ore \hat with 'the L^Tf/^T^^ md again in my 
new love of 'the- Spirit in " tEriSi ? f -* h °/Spirit- there comes the 
. truth, Romans 5:5 where ^^Su 11 ? 6 T 6 ^ s es ■ that confirm this 
. has. been ,oured in?S Su/he'arS 'JS&u^h^^i^ 9 -^ ^) 
.been- given to ua" and-agairi in*Tf vS2f h + S P '- H ^' Spi^lT which haa 
,nho -love of Christ co^raineth JS «^ h ' **? 5 jW?*!jJ*e we read 
"the fruit of the Spirit is low » and again' in ' Galatiana 5:22- 
translateo the- GreeTmore LlZlll, ^J here ln this ve ^se the- R.S.V 
what manner- of lovf t£e la?her hath^aSn*^- A ' V * We ^ ead "Behold,* 
• : "it:- is^ translated "haa" show" the R S^T* u ? 0n us " in the N.E.B. 
-that ia exactly what thTSeek mL™ ™- anslates " has given". and 
••-..-. -ing- ua ■ something • or : best Sf D ! ^; Xt 1S not that God is show- 
•.hut..that He-ia fivLg ? aoSetSLr?o Sa^nS *£ to a « ener ^ ^ 
, -nft in the laonee of beinS fond nl w' n name ^ y Hla ow n love. Love, 
nising the worth-*of . " ^Thf fl !Sr„?J bu * love in the .aense of recog- 
formed sense -of v&a thiri2^*J rmlllS i ;love hrin ^ ^ith it a ?fans- 

writea in John 14 "We know +L+ I ian .^ s aasured. Note what he 
.■ because: we- love":- Thin i n W Q tha t w e have passed from death vm+l V^« 
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«?? KrL L?° d ' th ° • H0Use '** 6od ' th ? P e °P le of G M* J the day of God, 
all these things., are .how. valued, by .ua ! , where as. previously we found 
them boring and dull.j , We know because we love. This love which has 
been received , per apnally...J.ohn-- also- saps: . In h&3 

(b) It wlll-„be- revealed p racVlcall\r ,"Love is ' pra'Ay a'l . -Love is 
never -content | to remain inactive; love longs to act, to servo, to 
mimstepy- to do. When! a mother loves 1 her. children, as most mothers 



here' that: we , 
sacrificially^ 
to the needs 
have many .who 
want ;doeB Inot 



section i^nds ks it has'-begun with a reference in tfehd-.'saine breath to 
E^JS^S -J^Wren and our being loving - not in' Ml, -neither in 
ISXE?' 5^i i ^ d f e 2 ahd in truth « John reminds h 1 dreaders of the 
■?3K? J h J* ^ristians^have-in y.16 Where | he remiMs them? of the ' 
rnI*£M ?£ vealed :£n' Jesus "Christ "'Hereby porce'ive we the love of 
God, because he laid, down his life foir us : 1 and .wef '.jought to lav down 

verv SU°ni t ^ bre J h ^ n *: , V * 16 Speaks * f Bac3JfiS* being of SS ' 
tS ?f!ft ?f ^'i^ fact love almos t demands What its strving,- ' 
to f*ivl« ar3 ff 4 bG sa te ificial - To fai -l to care Mo? other-Christians 
'i™ iJ'V VtI 1 ! 6 W each other Christian matter's -is to- parody^the' 
IZ h P £ °J ^ d ■*? d ^ y - our ver y natu *e as! childMvdfi.God 1 . Sacrifice 
S>J.'f? terms of. tfyne, it may be irt term's of moSey;" ' How'man? 
mav nil tllT*^^- ia to. go without so th^/their. chSdreh 
may n6t : bo deprived ! '{.It Jhay be in terms ck strenil&f ^We^re told , 
are to I|ay down ' our lives , making .ourselves ' available < 
/j, at^great inconvenience, tov-ministerjasM occasion arises'' ' 
ipf others. -.Wot. to their wishes but i r toj their "needs. ■ 'We' 
3 are prepared to tell us what they wan*; but what they 
t? : necessarily correspond to what they'^rieed. •■ "-' 

• to e sa^outf dhria t; ian love Portrayed. ->d then •John' has. something 

B - ■ THE CONDUCT THAT Cjffi|STIAN LOVE PURSUES ' .' ';,', ' , . ,' [ ■■ ■ 

1 o^Tfr SjH-HH both J dur ^titudes arid pur actio J ' /s Love will i not 
SSh SSS 5 * °k ° WB ^ VGS ' " wil1 affeef'those we 'love^and those " 
wxth whom-we|live.., ( ilnd John has two things .to say here : -first ? of all: 

i a ^ Hw'holv, the child of God will br> in v. 3 we read of +h P nv^ + 
ia5 ?, "W^yin'g himself, even as he Impure"! 1^6 "Whosoever 
not d commi? 5£ ' "**& »*" }» 7'g ^hosoever^born""? To^th ' . 
very eSiemofef *n;r ih;„S n0 J Sin i At firet 8i « ht all,this soeins ...<- 
' contradi t ww«t ?S ?£ rd ^ d ev0n im P° s s^le. ..Itialso seems- to 

Ah L n £ S; ±d ea J lior .f n chapter^ -Lid-the opening - 
sJhH?H+,r ^ : p l e r / J he n ho speaks quite specifically of the nos- 

cannot 'and :dopn nn+ «A «„ Z-j ne : J A ^nristiiah: ? 1is someone who 

. i^^CssL'L^rirLfr^fth'/^f ° f all -4 e ir-fSe S the°Chris- 
. writes in v!f whLe he %So^L at / n ?.wP si nning^'. :Note. -whaf he 

. not commit sln^K? t fl ' i the w ? rd a "Whosoever,; is.,-born,of God -doth 
. cause he is^orn o? oS' « ee J jemaxneth in him: vah^e "cannot -sin, be- 

■ standing thafphVase "his s^d^^? '*+Zl P ? s ^f e »^«' ^ under-- 
may ref^r tofthe children o? ?„? tn^? i n h^* -f '< ?he ' word ' his s eed» 

, spelt with a capital^ rht^L in ; whic J case l ffr him" should 'be 
abide d Him rS-oSd-- H "But m^re SLfv JSl g° ■^ U ^nihg. because they 
nature o'f God, implanted in the uS^*5S seed iW Ol refer to -the 
referoncje which wouS sSn^+ tvi ■ J * h ! bel 4«- " The "kind of 
Peter sSys ■ thS wfare "pStakers o^tS^S?^" 111 5^°? ls + '^« " 
the nature -of God to sin Srt thIS«?L tbe , d ^ vine nature »•■ It is not 

■ child of Godl to sin? OthSs wnnTf Sf L'^u ±S ?: at ^ n ^ure of the 
referring to!' the Word of gS E?i, t?ke " *?! P hra ^H' the. seed" as 

. eve.., But n^^S'-L^^I-^i-,™^^ 1 ^^ 
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' ^joying ft. \l\Te it Jf? 1 * df > e " Saint to *$4 ^innl^ arid 
'*■ distinct Sure I dl bil SS 8 ? £ * P i g ^ Hd > 8 *£** both have 

the pig.wdxild SIlloJ iS|S*nSd o5lSC°??l b X h 'H 11 in ^ a raUddy hol ° 
want to gdl J .out if ?rv^L\? i y J tho shaGp w:>vUd struggle and 
and he neVer eniovs it ^S "S 6 ? d ° e f "^ " is ■°«#8t his nature 
The other KaSSn for the ^oliSo^ ?J t 1 ?2 nt ; n ^ Un i i ^'t fls '« et8 ou± of «« 
. God lies rio't only in the natur llv£ t ^ 9 J°'' ha fo ^Hn the child of 
• future the /Christian for P S!f Jhe Christian possesses hut in the 
; ' fact that- aSSSEh wS Sd'rh??^ ™± I ^ 3 Jf0 H refers to th * 
likeness isj the?! vl 2£vf S„™i £ " ?J G f^' "^W the. family 
either by :our blw callld +«?T°£- b ° po T fGct "WMl wifeee Christ ? 
'to this SeUh of Xs? flhif C on?ion?^?r CC ;^ S ! H fe nomine agakn 
that affects 'whit w iUrX™ f™ at *? n " lth c ^^s' somethihg 
John affirms thK»eve?y|Ln th^ LS X? "£** WC d '4N So ' ^ v -3 
■ self, even as hi ia S*« Rth thlS hppe in h ^Vpurifieth him- 
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C. 



How holy the child'- of God will be, and: 

• tnl icTtMo^fHe ^g ^ Hr¥i H Th S r Lr e M^renccsiln 
■ not-' because" if know hi J Sot" J ™: read "the world* knoweth us 
as typical bf the world vh?rh" sets E^%!!^ + 1 \? a 4'J L8 "*«red, to 
for its own ideas and standards aSd wh?t ^^Vf J* d ln P^^rence 
those who dp not toe its^liSeT The re^on ?^ n ^ t0 ffl 9 P oint ' of h *^ 
part of thei world lies ill JhJ «ni5! reason for this i resentment on: the 
Christian ^ passing onlthe Sn£?S *™ f i °" ?L thG "^ that, the ■ 
works were! bvil? But JJi hlS ld <*uitc unwittingly;.!, | Pain's own ' 
. ostracism w£5 make th^Gh^S?^? ros ^tment, no Wfciciani; no ' 
"The world! knoweth us So?" ?ow ?t ™S gf ^ ?° m *t IW11 of God. 
want to Wow you becausf you Sre a cSiSKn^ 6 ?! TOK JUSt • don ''^ 
a working out iri practical m!th!«„? 2*' A11 tflis is simply' 
spoken about in JohS 15 it J ^2J? W ^ a * °? r Lord already had * . 
The Christian may be fe&d w Zllf '' i chapter 17 v. H. following, 
and the world is that 2K of ?!, T d ' " ever - ~ not i, b y the world j 
God are deliberately eSJSdSd aid J^ w^? 16 * W- ^d mind of 
compatible.: j y GX( H uded a »d with which ; they a£6 jijiterly in-. 

i • 



;;,,,•., i'md John 

+.SS +V,o T „.. -^ ^J, _ '.I J, 



aH^ri^»MaS-2f^id In v.4 J'Jife told that 



unseen diffr.ronc;c. 

(a) The li' 

"sin is the '-ran'sgresaidn ' oTTT^T "n ' t< ^- ±n v ' 4 wd 

law. we fin-i rfiSSS 2t?f+Sf J™! 3 ^ the law ^> [ f-! course God's 

Christ lans-^-ca'Se^ £ i"?hS tSh^o i Te ^ Co ^^ d ^4s eveS amSng 

But Je SUS satd, Matthew %$ ^^not^T^ h W een s ^appfd. 

^tlrp^l'^ 

^omal^^ 

The Ton Oonmanamenta s?A? 1 °J° A ? tho fulifillingTotf ^the law » '■ 

"Thou Shalt not Soal-lhoof^ 1 ., H °e??L«y fa «?^ Sp?th?"i^ 



spoato of tljoso Vno n fre g »thf t°t~ ±S 0f the *«**■ l '■ ... 

S2-SSS«3. -"WmSly'andloiSatliv^tSrP'' '" fe 'P-ple^ak. 
are children of the devil m "^J-iot-rateiy, the laws of God then +v.«,r 

is evil, however ; respectable ?t JT^ that la d ^^at!lng LS" y 

these pooplo whose livSs rolect 5J fom outwardly. ,In contrL- Jo 

in whose lives can be sLnT h ° laW ° f God John Speaks of otheSs 
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r 'p.: person means 
~vos and cares 



— - —lat re spbcts the law of G od Love ror 
: !or "^MsVfFSS^? the t hfng 3 t hat that person loU ana cares 
C hiq"philiS^ P ^+° f -u e ' ±n ^ ight 0f l0 ^ G for w hich",'W prayed in 
So+ f^PPj^f J e tter >where he asks "that their lOTfelmight abound 
yet + more and; ; motein knowledge and in. wise insight!" Shat waTISd 
, is the purpose ;bf::jesusl Christ? We are' told in v.^ 4fe know he 

• was manifested to. take < away our sins" v.8 "For thM fcpSse the * 
ISSn? » G °^Y aS H lfe3 *M, that he might dest%yth3 C*S of the 

• in the hearth?,! £ + *f f^T a f &inSt ^ lawS of H 5* Its origin 
lives of men £^?"i ItS + ° UtC ? me wo ^ B the ^P^iWnt' of the 
enrich th^'inS^ + ^ ^ rolease T n from that' Wond age ; i to • 

"WhShot that l^lLt°S nTn th ? ir hear t's- towards thel law of God.? 
sinfulness ihnSo J 8 0n L° f puro selfishness or jone of deliberate 
chilSen of r^LS f i r ° m *5 e Pit and b0th are out ' ' as far as the 
lives ?ecaipl ar \ C ° n)CG:rnG ?* ThGy are to have n0 P lace in, our 
meals we Jove TJ S"?** PlaCG in His plam We love H * m and that 

wiS pleasrHi^nn/^ 1 ' 07 ! 3 ''^ 0U ^ 0nG des ^ re is ^. find out what 
W-LJ..L pj.oase Him and then to go and do it. I ! >j T" 

mStIv5tl h b? P thtf? aSt b 6 2 the Chris t^n life standi Marked and 
iKal il^l ^riaw a ^oS: CtS th |° ^ °* °°^ ? S againSt th ° 
So hero we i have 1 !: LOVE J THE FAMILY CHAlUCTERISTIC Oe'thE CHILDREN 
"OP G-OD. ' I . • f ! . i, tii, •• ■ 
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FELLOWSHIP .WITHIN niB" Va.mtt.v- F GOD ■ ?"• . *l ' : 

ra SaaK e studied t . Tn h n 2=1^ :■•;•. .; . 26ti ^L^. 1Q? , 

E sMI^ ra £tif e e 5»^ *• *i* 

or BLESsm " and in- uLiTiL i ^n-nr™. H f° H T m ^- ^remr IS BCimm •■ 

c hapter 3 w e took aslour ««» »?nw Ver £Sg Si! Jjt r f , *-'»i«M*ta verses of 
"TJhnm- Urn „,.»,-4 __••'■ 



dSLr W ttrthe^ a IXoe°rL?n„ i e + ? r6Ueh ¥? 3 *= the first 
we. have. . ^ un j L:Laence we have and the second the knowledge that 

When, y olt- ^ top. to think of -f+ ! r-m-p*.-, i l '" : , ''<! ' i; 

or. quality 'about lbv§. °5ith wS ' Sf ass ^nce- is. j always a' mark 
father while a stranger might anLn^K +S° e Wl11 a 0hlM Approach its 
and hesitation. Again with rvh? ?, the ; Same persor * wlth . diffidence • 
ledge will a child^make t+« 2£ S n f 1 J2 npe baSed - u P on ^timate'- know- 
live where, a strange? would bflS^nJ* 19 ffians i° n ' Jouse ; in which it may 
And so: I believe- that it in +LzT* and ?? Uld be stumbling, in the dark! 
fidence i* the- chil^of God. t0 S&y that l0Ve has thi ^ kind of co^ 

Our study: this' week jf alls ■' then'' into two sections: first of'all -' ■ V 

Su5d e L 3 v^I 2 nhen e ha-' "v^nni-iK"'* ° r , thia sect i°n i7 u P &" the' phrase 
to- note, after I £2 t "led tS??^ 8 ?? toWa ? d God" Jlws interested 
titles: this parasr" 415 potion as I have ,-Bhat 1 J.B. Phillips- 

think we' .could sfv iJ inl ln l0 I? mea ? s c ^fidence-in God". /I 

•love means conflden ' n God 2«,*™ £j n0t 5° mUGh that livin S in 
translated "confide, : <itL»rZ n £ X * en ° e towards God; 'The Word 
it the sense o? ope' to and ?™n^ k 1S 5 "T? Which Carries ■ with 
and confidently St i J nrlen^fr f "^J * ■ ? ne ' 8 wa y "aim* : 
tell Him everythin [ l\h~lT ° °l?° d and fee . 1: ^S that we dan • 

note two things v.kiTt S IH ^^ j f S with hini - I waatf. «* to- ' : 
, v • s *'< • eilfj t of all that 'John speaks of:- • :.. : ■ : 

° ? ^^^^^^^m^¥i^^WW¥ Vlook^th^ond 
. which this confidence rest?" LJ^.i he J n;Ln 5 of Johri the - basis u Pon 

■ call' "the obediSce ?f?ai?h">l^ the^key .to,it-%H. lies in what we.' ' '■ 
relationship has 'been estaMl.Sf S ? ? ich ' ; initiall y "**» right 

■ relationship - a?', then" be^nlOvSd' ' "I i^T? -^ V ^ ich: that ^^ ht 
verses ig-22a is skid becaSse^'wh^ rSf 18 v^ a ifl: tha °P e ^S 
commandments and d? those^th wf "I fol l°^ because "we' .keep His 
And this is hi j commandment thf? f* f \ are Pj eas ^g in. his' sight. 
hin Hon .T^^ ,,^™ 80 """^ ^"t-wn should believe on the naje_of 

to man) dwelleth^a him M?h!ftS?Jj ( ' " " ith i?' uh rist and. love. ■" 
abideth in us b ■ ' the sSlSJ ShlS h^ ^ a 4 here ^ we know that he . ■ 
conditions then that mSt fiJSJ S he ha ^-. fiven us; »• What. are the 
first that a choico musl i-uto In^'"? - 611 J? 111 d? ^re'are two: 
ite faith, rE5^ru5tfffc :i ^g?fe aQ mad ^" tliG «?' ; - c6 which places. '• 
in the : ;'person of Sjw 'hris?? ?Kat°ohS- reliaK ' i^ ■ dependence 
really, what lies, at 'tb . • ver? hJS * ? bedien ce o.i aith which is 
le this that : cohs a iV ; a Tp G rso?/rh^t°° nVer ?? experience f '. . it. • 
to Him who" la 'God's . -a JbaS ?h^?+ c 1 ^* l tin SOur faith'in- 

in with that-choice , t2''hSL° Ur Saviour ad Lord: But tied.' ' 
have been manifest > J ShaLo S ■ S???^" ^V " chanae tha * wi11 
but towards Sv^yThit. and S?SSviS„ )i ± 6 "2 not imply towards God" ■ 
described as "a'Sr ,JVn P ? ft i' ^ at ohango hich ..can best be - 
• •_... .,••'•- ■'••■, a new evalu& tio:. which .onstltutes the ' 
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who have made this choice and in IhlH ? onfxd f"? e - Author those 
manifest John would havefithis' tS^^^u this chan ge,is being 
condition, the initial condition JKLl h ?* * h \ COndltio ~ n '-- the basic 
fore the throne oFflod haf b n fn?J m^^n^ this i confidence be- 
first of all ' withf the conditio^ Sf+ l6d ; ^ U V f J ^4V eals hero. . 
goes on to speak kerl ofS * mus V"-st be fulfilled, he 

^wSSar^g^^ ■ ^d ^communion ' 

.The openness, tS f 5£k2£ B Sj ™J? h * Ve ^ """^W toward God" 
of: a welcome which if S£acter?.+?ni? eaS Jf acceaa ■ (tA'A assurance 
a stranger would hold baS rSnS 2L? S* 1 * runn WS " forward where 
Christians is to recapture 'the tmtS o? ?h?S X 8 *^ * evan geli<=al . 
was so precious to the mind of pESlU J h * Fat herhood of God which 
ing. "When -ye prL" said TeiL ^ • \ and S ? P rom ^enfln His teach- 
he gave thl^trSSSdc^L^^S'jH^/^-^W^' And agaS 
troubled sating "Jour iLKfS^ to thos,e ■ who were worried and ; 

us that our y aSf .wL U a JfiS' £^£5 J3* "^ ** ™^to assure. ■■ 
put that, assurance on thJ basis S fhf^ i^P^yox- answering God He 
being. evil know hpw to give ?o*d fift? Jf^ood of ^dd , "If ye then 
■shall your heavenly Father" S ?eauf J J? J%.2 T, chi J dl ^n 'h™ much more 
truth home that- we have a lovw L ? *2 2? ive thi8 .tremendouB 

Christians have almosV forgot tSS f?^ ^ fu th °f' but '^Selloal 
they have foraakeTi for ?t hp ? ,L\ ■ lf | ^haven't, forgotten it 
eo meaningful as this, frit Secdo^o^i bUt 8 ^° ly ' n0 lootrlne is 
child in the presence of '?hp *£+? of access, this liberty of a . . 

bo- enjoyed., John wStef 1 of two facets^? 1 ?™ Unl0n t5at ^uld then 
how it can bo clo uded in! 5 pn„? , ^ ?u S COmmu nion: he notes , 
gSEnS Tand also "j^ ?0l in v ?o P *^ °i f h ° W ° Ur hea '^ s can co n- 
assuring our hearto before £Sd of tho!?°? 8 ° f - the ^Vapislag of- 
■ confidence can be lost arid instead fej 1 " 88 in 0ur V^ 63 when that 
■once towards God' a Honselof l! of this, openness and 1 (this eonfid- ' 
■ hearts' out of a kno ??SSe of ant ^n^S ^ S ^ g fro f W-*hln our * 
of confidence, the c / f L Sf °Sr ilS 4 •^° 11 i on r W tiB in a l °™ 
to persuade our hear; sfmetime^ SSTSS?' "?? the jirie&d ' then arises 
dare and we will look still into +L J' 1CU i ty ' thaWecan and we 
. Father , How; familiar nl* Zilu ?J he facG of our *°>ing God and 
ships within !an ordin- EEo itbthls e *P?rience in >the ; ; delation- • 
and unhappy in the S ntT^ ** ?. bildren wc w °^ be uneasy 

themselves have bee? .'S?? v °L°2 r pare 2' ts even lf *°*.?times they 7 
clouding of 1 our comm> "^? + J^°f ant of the cause of it.. But that 
so, John S writos ofXw U"S |G °? mU8t no1 f ba all H d U remain and 
heart condemn us\ofq rg a " bo ^MEM In v. 20 ho wJltfs "i? our 
God knows every?hlS ie known *£ m *°Sf heart| and »°jW all Ls» 
.to that temptation ^ I? ft! ^£ out the! battlG before: '|e yielded 
about the longin^fu L h \ itter TQ Sret that followed our failuro 
• ^d all uhcldSSfsf ,1 8hl £' about the fountain |3S ?o? sin ? ' 

■ . . --being rosS 8 ;. "'feS "sorSlT* 8 , °* F™*M«^^ 

. Jord, by the,Se.a off Llfee whSn ?Sf t^ 88 in the s 4^ce of his 
vjr.-jAou Me?" Do you r P , iJ v, whon the Lord was asking !h!im : V'lovest 

••^•hird.time;;sLSn U pS roke ouf 2" t? ^ estio »' wal^uljfor ?he ' 

. knowest-all thing's <i S„™ J speaking passionately !£ord.Thou ' 

himself utterly and i '.i'ST^ ^j ^ lpve *t«o" ' •&)■$» throwing ' 

knowledge of .'God^« * '^tely. upon t ho knowledge- of InkPLrd^ ?h2 ' 

. 'judge uf just by wha? 3f fi f ff *Z than ^' knfwled^l df menl Men ' 

not only about^he ll IL °L?,l ^l G ° d i nd & e b 5 ikPt He' knows 

. learned, "about .the ' gi. thy thS wJl? H UtU ^' about Wliessonf \ 

pride that has been b ..' about \ll iT° b 2f n i dBe P 8 | r *4j. ^out the 

God knows al3 +^^^U^« , ' aoout the lives that are hfrtfTV +« v« • 

.' heart condemns hlii hi ■ i Sf • S ilu 5? oon " 3u to a Christian aSd his : 
- he. stays away frori'th, huroS inslsa^Sf" f r ° m ^"o-jirfiCoB^jr'aS,,, 

klnd ° f ° onfid »- ^i "S~a b S aof hL^X'^i^ 
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that of a girl who Slls' into s ?n' fl M!' Wel1 ° CCUr t1 oJ6ur m ^s is 
marriage bond, Qurely the sS u ?pL ? 5 e . C ° m ? s P^gna^t f outwith the 
and their love for he? w??i ?£ eBt of her love 'for I her parents 
leave them! or will Shp ™ 4 ^ " S° me * What wil l she do? Will she 
that here^fi^ therfrviJl^^S*^ ^ 11 She J"*W *e bS lure 
hope. One of the tragedies is ?h^? «o o?? ding ^ d ^ e ^ wil1 be ' 
ness by man's forgiveS aid -n +?° ften ve ^ ud S« Wd's forgive- 
the most urif orgivggleopie on e^th^h^T^ 11 ^ 1 ' C ^^ians S a?o 

ss^ the i • av th.; Snc^tedf fc^t^sr.s.'sr^ 

dealing with:- I f . ° the second : section wHejre^John is 

'' ■ 10 ^' 3 C0 ^T™nE ABOUT 'ril* TPTT TO gg nn^ tjjt 

Chapter 4'1-ifi +„ +-u " ' "' 1 '' '. 

another aspect ofthis JoSfKS th<3 /\ ind ^ ° f John hashed on to 
that insight and | knowledge wh^ of v ^ ' which has *£& roots 2 
move steadily and conf idfntlv fL^tt? "'? * dee P enin £ pledge to i 
beliefs which the minis <oT men^ontinS^w"^ 8 ^ ma8d ' 6f ide * a *«* 
insight andisensitivity'which e SnM^ ft y £ r ° dUce ' , ffl0V i»g with an 
truth and error.! Snn f -,,! ^ J lo . vo to' differentiate between 
thoughts and ma^'s ileal dTSo°° nfld rJ ly thr0u § h .theWze of man's 
And so John .writes in v"*2 ta ^ ^ it ° f God % d '«hat is Sot. 
this section in v?6 "He^by toow^^h * & t h ?, S Pirit of God" and ends 
spirit of error " owl ?« ^ G the s P ir it of truth 1 ; and the 

sensitivity land * insight ^here'aro^lwo &*>**& W u ^ We 
First of all:. j| " e aro two flings that 'iw'e ineed to notice. 

feL.B^^g^f^ of ^o trjth that icLJ ,^1 ^Ji L pteri 4:1 ; 
they are of 'OodsfbeSuSe^vV? 7 ( ° r ^pve^the ipi As whether 
world." . Again in v?5JoKn?itos S nf P ?S P £ e ^u^ rG W Into So' 
and the world hcareth thfifa." JS £ ??t ?f y ^jTO^ *°*U: I 
hoing the inspircr of error- nn? ^ v ; 4 : John ! referg.{t^jSatan as I 
don't want to listen to So'trSh V^ " G are told iW these people 
This indicates hS aavJ +J2J +£ aS xt waG Proclaimed!, by John, 
have here, V V^f'S t^L^of 'rrolj Me "# * P^re we 

it has been . n.id,i+h«+- ■»«(,. ^.i: t . t,x - ror ana the listeners to i + 1 

that is cert inlf "^poim cS^E^f ±8 W^tfana 
involved in . spiritual warfiro *S S b , ? e tween Rations . But iwe 
as well as i, doWignt S SS J ° ^I* 1 ^ lori ^ *fl ^alf-truths 
it better 1,. m any Chr±K£S" ca 2° 5SaX°^ *5 B1 W"t ° r ^quotS 
may not realise it, are doinS fh^'n To f?f 1Grs of errqrJ,: 1 though they 
world" of whi-h thl SI,H?— ng x J he devil's work, thej; arl "of thH 

"of the vorXa" ahd n or»ofiod"° PrinCe ' i,and tAose ?flS!o who are 
joy listening to|? h Sm and' in conSJsfsSS'h ^° li8 *% ^ d 4^n- 
listen to the truth as it is S cS?I+ 8U Ph hearers do|i'| want' to , 
ia, as much needed todajjas it was nrhnU^' & W ° r 4' K>araliig this 
ion of tru^h that love^moe?? Tf he^hn'a fc 

Jesus is jhd Chris? cS in the riesh°Si Tc'J tha l' N^sseth that 
conf esseth mot tijtat Jesus ia tho ^L^LS™°? d8 *HS ,,8 P ir i* that 
God," We need to remombbr that nS • ?u^ the ! flesh is not of 
therefore necessarily divine or SSJJIJ 1 " 8 %* is ^-ffiioufl is not 
Everything 'bearing tL nlme of ChrSftf"'* *" co ^ d ^e). devilish, 
it. could be satanic. wSSrever vSu lit ^ n n ^. ne ^ssa^ily Christian, 
counterfeit immediately ' Produced and 1 n n ^ hxn Z ? f va ^ you get a 
truth it is just! the samS! ?Se acid +nn + .? lZ* lm °* ^IrltuSl 

-out Hlm? toa t ^^r^zr^i^riT^J^ sfx s 
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.has bocn claimed that again and aga^ ' this test has 



boon 'annilPfl ^ r nv,I- i'+ • T , «e*in ana again ' this teat has 

?a+o K u'Fx? hri i: tians:wh0 have m P* claims made by spiritual- 

fSth £l +tK ±he jJ TC d °, ing i3 n0t b PP° s ^ d t0 *, Christian j 
faith and the; test has worked. What is possibly even more 1 

*^ n § * S J hat ^^distinction whikh divide s^hftfcaX 



sear 



holding to the truth 
blind but love is in 
love a ' person I then we 
true character of the 



;cney are not of God, : their spiritual or rather thoir^relieious 
iuSii H nQt d& fi V ? d ? rom God « is derived 1 from tgu^orld? ?? !i a 
sa?Sic IS : ni* iZiH^S*? 6 than human ' lts inspira?ioA is ' 
polling. proachin e that is popular is not necessarily Biblical 

ChristiSn a W H i?i? re!a Whi0h ,? all 2 f0r this disc^nt that ■ ! 
christian love will move confidently, picking its way carefully, 

and avoiding error.- Love, we are told, is 
fact the very reverse 1 of bliricLbaoauso. if we ■ 
: know.- We know what is in keeping with the 
and'nfp^Tnrio"^ ^ person: w ,° know.- what will be '.acceptable 
and pleasing to the person; we know because- wo love 1 and because 

almost instSnti'vo? '^ 5 11 b ° ^ * hc Chr ^tian flS soSel 
almost instinctively whether a point of view that : is'beine ox- 1 
pressed ,by somebody is truly of Christ or is • of the ] yorlS? " ] 

'?Lre\sf iSt ^. liVeS COn ^ idently in ^hesl3 two arjeas of experience; 

THE CONFIDENCE? OF LOVE BEFORE THE THRONE ■ and there is j 
■; THE CONFIDENCE OF LOVE ABOUT THE TRUTH ,!i ! il " 

Lle n o? r con?^f yOU PJu 1 nGed t0 re * a P te e something of this '. 
S« o 1 ? 0n Jif en ce, whether our lives' need; to be 'marked bv it « 

yet within the environment of. a worldj ; which knows" &U not. . 

'' • ■•" ifij 
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Part 2 ;THE_ I0VE WITH WHICH THE FJLLOWSHIQS B OUND ' OR btmrtm 

CPJFXD^^^ ^^m 5 ! 5 ^ 12 ° F THE n " T ^ nP a ^ ^ LOVE AND THE 
5SB5n^EETtit!B ^ " ' In 0ur stud y for thia se ction we have 

" ; . ■ ' "£giliA™^^_CHALLENGE TO THE CHTT.n pp flnni ' 

Soul S^S B ? , e k bfbS n 1 So al T B , 1 i8 a «**W/> is a tre- 
We.'are. going to melt and wj£ ° * f 3 ?-}/ or adopted in46 a family, 
met beffre fnd dSnot^ow nSrj elated to * Pe0ple that we have nev?r 
ferent to "our ow£ ThSkn^i *J°?I Way , of life can be startlingly dif- 
rled into t£ ?™al SSl- *? 1 ?* " " 0U f mea ? to a Commoner- to S S max- 
French family - both of +h««f L\ S ?° tB B±rl to be married into a 
one. taking tJls, s?ep; Ld equaS™^*^ 11 * ^challenges to "the 
of the world iaborn aSin into Lf ? a ^i *he challenge when : a sinner 
..with a new way of life anLf?*! th ? + £ ami ly of God. We find we are faced 
is so much to be learned t^h n JjS new , stan dards of conduct. There 
this section opens with the SrS B i? ereni \ way of life to be lived. So 
one....another: foV !ove is 0? 25? °5 JOhn ^ v ' 7 "S^ved, let us love 
G.od, and knoweth God?" The thtU^ ™*J °™ that loveth ** born of 

A. THE PORT RAYAL O F THE LOVE OF arm 

.. is. concerned to stress the fact th^p^ ? V n Je8US - Christ. John 
then to speak of the varlouf ftcttl ofthS ft™ ^ T d V ' 16) «* 
called*?! 8trGSSed ** *"• 5pS5%&£! JS^g 4 ^^ & 

■*• SfrfS^^ "a. love of God was 

•„.■ In the lovo of God, namely that EL2 <? e ,<lualltiea '-of love seen 
•' -toiown, thai, it is always seek?™ ft iS never con *ent to "remain' un- 

• w el V°' t " 0se " lovL. We "fe this P fn S + S ±tB8lf and to revea l 
. love of a child for a kit+P« «??? • V ln terma of human love. The 
. the- love of a boy tw S w ^l aiw ays want to express itself; 
the love of , hu * b iS ? fg' S? e l0ve . J f a m °ther for her baby 
, istics of lo/e,-. i ove is 9 never J™?™* 1 ? 18 ±B 0ne of tiie character- 
. ways seeking to express ??«?* ? ntent to remain unknown. It is L 
Of human love, wKpTis s^im^rrecT V" ^ * * ? this *■ ^ 
. . of divine love, rt is "onlv T„ ?2 ' 7* must BurQ ly also be true 
•.: ; ;-surance that it e, sts. ^Here we f™"^ 88911 ^* We have , an S! 
-..; strongest arguments for thl ir^tJt f!' in my Judgment,., one of the 
• . .earlier' studies, human love S^^i^' ^sl-said iA one of ou? 

■ experimentally of that w , wil l aiso therefore be trup 

through thsm/ As we sei ItilT T i en0 ^ in our live « and exprSIed 
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ixper- 
.ia 'is 
And if 



imentaSi^ltfis^^rto^i 11 J 8 "*? «?*«t -Jong us - exper- 
part of the hi e «^w h L m ^ e h ^^st^among ;nlen, . and^ this lis 
the life and lti« of pwi ■-f m v'r° bear - the family, likeness. And i 
was not cSrfcen? ?n 1 "dwell us and that love rf § a love that" 
known in and ?|rougn X^^S^V 1 "* l0VG ffli?not re ^S V 
the love-of-God '£ here is nl r ? of R ^S^T 7 ' The, manifesting o'f 
ally the portrayal of the llll S ?J i^!,'* 8 T\ View historic- 
lies her/centrS^^d^hJri ^ave° called:-" 116 °^^ ho ^t that 

&l ^^^mt 6 -MM^F-ff t: -¥^ T1 ^WV° f **• 1« of 

I verses' that thWht i* JI^^V? 6 J^ 8 ° f:Cod ' TO- here in these 
that "God MntTSle oSlv w« +? ^° th * f ° re " InTv^iwe are reminded 
live through Him " S y v ?n inn" •° n - ln ^° the wor3 i d ' tliat we **&* 

I but thatihflXd us Ll'sent his S n S +iT'^ 0t ^J 1 " 8 l^dfiod 
sins," ' in v,li.»And wp ulln \*l ■ -?• J ^e. the . propitiation for our 
sent. the- Son-to be^the SavW n? ?f d ' d ° Jf 8 !^ W the Pather 
love is-never onenttoSml, l™ !WO fJ d : If Wis true that 
never contend |o regain inactive t Xt J 8 als <^ rue that it ;is 
thing. If thi, is recLi?^f; 1°'* ™ m ^ S t alwav ^i b <=> doing some- . 

with the 1 fact If lov^s S ac?!vit5 e ?c, W L he f, to . not? Hl tha * alo "S ' 
of. that activity.: t h t InlllliL L^^ nt±on ^ also the. price 

.thepursuit of it. IndsSinv! wf ind J** , a ? d ^e price paid in " ■ 
love kas;"that we might live throuS Si^l^f £$ intent i°* of 
ministering- of the love of God in fhrist had 't! ,1 ^ y ' the j 

.that we might : ive a fuller 1%1 n Ji had this .objective in order 

ipier life, and the priS to be mid f?X I** 8 ' ? «?^ er and a h| a P~ 
i mentioned in v,10 where John tJllt n?J hat was tf toe realised As 

to. be 'the propltLtio" f o^oV'slns " Ihe^ce'irf Sent h±S S ° n 
.the, Cross - the infir.-iL wn^+h „i 7, "• „ P ri ce paid was paid on 

This. portr,ayal| of f ove L sei out hr?^ ° f G ° d ^4 Was * he P* 1 ^' 
and' appreciated in~thei r a 1 ^r^tu^J^^ to be seen 
.Being, and it is seen in mJ 2«+? !+ °?' the Fath ^* in His very 

in ul - the children of S ^Jj^ 7 '' a ? d " is to^ ^reproduced 
ministering-Spove dn ev°ry ^tiTt^lf^M^ alndlar . 
willingness to pay the same k-inJ «J S2- wa - th # the same ^purpose and .a 
This is part oFthe chalS, P o"? ?£ Pr ?: Ce . 0f saci "ificial service, 
manifesting anl minis tSin^nf n -}? Ve ' fco the chi ld <* &od. The . ' 
is to'' be 'Bf e rLS2iSentvffv J od \ love seen historically in Christ 
lives of thosefwho~are ml Lf^ contlnua Uy in andj . through the • 

daunting, indeed frShteMn^ l/fT . ^dren „ v tJ^ may seem 
note the seconl pointlhat f^hn m v possible andfso we need to " 
THE PORTRiXAL ^SS^^SSd^ 8 ^ 8 .^ . He S P^ no ^ «0y of .. 
S^JP^^gSI^jlQF TJfF, LQVE OF GOD ; 

?act'/a^fi a 4e e c^ that^factS-^ **^V?T ff^—n douL" ' -, 
£fWf^fl^^ lUl : of the child .' 



creature." An] here ?Ei? "J & y man be in Ch rist tie is ant 
Christian has new JesoSces ? SfaSS° ^ t 5 k ? n " of 49^1 ?hat the 
Christian doesllnot haw !!^ J ' and of love thai 1 the non- i 

ian. Andit is ?hiaT r ' J?^\ never had before hS iJe'bame a Christ- 
sources that makes this a ShaSnL 10 a T^ ^Tl °l the ™ ™~ 
we read in v.l5 "God dwelip+h ? S ' ch allenge tha^'tan be met. -So ' 
us". In iv.13 fHer^by'So^we Sa^e^B^ , ^ ^>^ctei in . 
because he hath given untn I «5 1- r, d V e }l , in h im) J elhd he in us - 
shall confess thSwSsS L^hS n?" f^" ' In ^M "Whoi^ivfr 
he in God." v Jl6 "r,ort ?« ? S ° n 0f God ' God dweiie'th in him a n«T 

in Ood and^tn him.^ ^^S^H^f U^M* 1°- ^elSth 
dwells in us . by His Spirit M%~tt^r?~ i^ ThG i G ?d who is love " 
wonder if you find this roc WocafnhSr /^i ^Z? d ^ ls in us ' ' 1 
understand "we .'.in him, and ht in uJ ^ ? i lttle <. Pit difficult; to ":; 
a comment which has certainly helneYmo i-T ^ t S t^ cam e across ' 
speaker or writer uspH +ht 7i-i I 1 ? lfle to understand;- it . .. The ■ 
fire and' gradually^ ;s ^I Saf^nnT °J an ir ° n t* *** ^to the 
The bar is ;in ithe'fLe.^d ^e fL°u is^Se bL?^* ^ ^ ke "" 



So it is with 
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™ml£ telt'toan-ftet 116 &, 1 ? ™- Wended, together toifitoity and 

^l^^f-^fgt^ that musi; bo mot hy th e child of Go^ j xf.ai •' 
We ouIh+'-f-i ^ °d sojloved us, we ought also to love one Q other." 
tLr^l^H, 6 th 2 Wa ?; that God lo ™ d -' Thj - S ia the obligation 

of God- therefore we owe if tc ?JTK "1 2 u S ^ in of 'jtM Spirit 
commendable to Him?: 2 *! owe ?+ JnSo !^ M' be S a t e in 4. Nj:. that; is . 
world, and now that rhti«J „« ■• ? rld " God 8 *ilI-:|{L6ves the 

ago aAd thuslhe Iovp S L5 l0nge f walks the earth as ' He 1 . , did ' long 
still walks the earlh to tit 7 as + fflad ^anifest then - Christ howevfr 
SniH+'hlrJ earp to-day in the ..lives of those in whbmiHin ; 

least ^nJ- ? <!4.- ? J f ail to re Present Him and to fulfil Bart at 
w ™r£f where WwtSJ° r 1 ?>V hr0Ugh us ' «"**• ™ *£ *ere 
we owe it toother lh?ietL^ d t M f + C0UrS f *? ow< " ^ to tM'°hurch; i 

Christian..." This isfan nhut.t^ riv ii e S e and the thrill, of, ,i. being a 
must manifest 'the ±e Jove^we SLht^ *? n0t an ^Hll We s Wy ' 
nise their important a nS+^ ^^^ *? love ° ne anotheU to recog- , 

5~ f .W s , Ihe Possession of the "W of God.' In' 

rfoSS r *-£ + 1 f?? t ^f the Ghalle ^ oflhe.love of 
'God. But all this is climaxed in th'eif third 

speaks finally^ «Uul\™t™^^ W & wxt this sec * ion: ^ *<**.- 

m^mmiM_C TJiE LOVE OP god • .;••=:.;•.'• 



most strongly t 
"If a man say, 
portrayal of -feh 
both of these- w 
God to the chilu 
"thro a'd ' of truth 




Greek and transla 

mature, fully grov 

be a growth- in lov , )n + tk q „ ,,„; "IC"'- *" v -*i'= J -° <«««« apparently to • 

lackiSg but SoaS. • ,, " f ^- e love 0f God in us is, j In any way 

our acceptance ? of its lmSftSi and± ? S ?! i* ±S not co *Pl<4; because 

to its prompting ^Li^ llCai?ions J lsn,t fu H'J because 'our 1 , obedience 

need to^evet.peg so thaf ou^f^ , thr ° Ush « ^^1 these 



fecting of the 

( a ) Th e wav in whjJ oh 1< 
clausu "11 we love ;pne"7 
other words love .grows 1 
the love of God in us-, I 
w S , ex F?f ience of all tl- 
tfhis -will .lead to a grow 



othS^h? - iJLI" - 2 WS § e V he joonditional 
• other, his love is. perfected in us". Or in 
loving, by responding to the promptings of 

t °L° b ? i0nOe Wh±Ch Sil1 lead'to fdefjenf 
■/J f lve can »«an to us and' through us? 
ng confidence and a growing maturing love 
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,.,,,. . -■-- :-' 5 ear ' To be & ln with we may 'be afraid: but as we go on 
£+h»io? 2 T d P f° Ving His faithfulness so our confidence is Stren- 
gthened. We|see this in human relationships: when "t'he love of a 
good lad first comes to a girl, her response will be 1 ' hesitating - 
even fearful '-juntil gradually as she responds step b¥ step and dis- 
covers more ajnd more the faithfulness and worthiness of the one who 
loves her, so her love will grow; it : will mature, in insight and ex- 
perience, in '.strength and in courage! In 'other words love must have 

tSf^J?-! £°3 t° g ~ OW and that room * s foUnd in b ihfer lives, and in 
the will of God. Some people live in such small! 1 , circles . They have 
Lit L 3raall j clrcle of a very few friends,; where'aLoin a" church like 
ours there age so many people to meet, so i many people to get to know 
so many live3 to help or to be helped 'by. The Analogy that always ' 
occurs to mejis the analogy, of a plant. I am suU^hat those oTus 

nlanWiifd ° USt \ little *J°«* P*^ will kniofSlhat sometimes I 
Plant will -bd given to us, ,but it is. a growing plant, it comes to us 

S«? n^ii + P ^ and "**? leaVe " in that. small py:^ find that it 
JJfi^^ § row ~ not in the way it is meant tofgrtow. We say that 

?irL ha ! b -! C ° m l P0t boUnd ' - there is no * ^hoWh room li the 
?*Lf J ?'i°°?f'u f0r Bufficie nt soil from which ik can draw nour- 

i ,S \f t° it ha S t0 be taken 6u ? °* the smal1 Pot 'and put into 
a much biggej one. There are some Christians whose ' concern and 
caring for. others is' literally 'pot bound'. The love of God in . . 
them and through .them just hasn't goifc room- in whi'bh :to grow.' They 
need to be shifted into a bigger pot;. I wonder whether some of us 
are 'pot bourid' whether the love of God in us is J pot bound ».' How ' 
many people do you know the name of in this congregation?' Could 
you count th|m on the fingers of both your hands? ; l band even if you '"' 
can that s, nit rery many out of a congregation arid <tf ell owship this , 
size. If wejlove one another" says John "God's lWe is perfected in' 
us. Let s remember then that love needs room irL'iwhich to' grow and 
+Li« Ve ^ S d P ied that ro °m, if love' is frustrated?/ if love is . fet- 
tered and cramped, then that love will surely su'fjfer. The way in 

This is possibly the most trjemendousi truth that 
om this Epistle -i love needs 'rlootd- in which to 
Let us remember, •■ is found either din the lives of 
11 of God. i |»j 



which love eccpand 
we need to, learn 
grow and that rou 
others or in the 



n5 a i^ a \ t ' * ghi .' ' ;0ncernin S this maturing of love 'Jjj this perfecting 
but with- - aS ' not ." sim P 1 y with the way in whic^love expands 



but with: 

(b) The Davl for 
related- in the t.\ 
"Herein is our'lo 
day of; judgment: 
day of judgment f 
and' of .'-assessment 
that day of (fjudr 
ment concerning 
here that if our 
then that day of 
without fearl. 'Ma 
the will: of God, 
.was busy, about I 
pily busy abjout 

. God, occupied Wi' 
church, of Gojd;as 
And so the child 
and developing" 
our love maiurii, 
That boldnesls' io 
There .will be. so 
this of course 'i. 
been left at; hoi;, 

*. and they havie bt 
The 'mother said 

-how you have! bee . 
awaited with ex 



hi 'M 

Mich. love pr epares This maturing of love is 
-iking of .John to the day of judgment. Note v. 17 

• " made perfect, that we may haveil boldness in the 

cause as he is, so are. we in this world .'''• The 
the child of God is to be a day of evaluation 
■It is not a day ;of judgment i concerning- sin - ,; 
it was on the Cross - but it is .anday of judg- " 
vice; John would seem to pairit.tthe picture 
ve has been a maturing! love,] j developing love./ 
^gment is the day that we will prepare for 
.<-'■ love has been busy at work:! j'irfc is at home in 
\, i ^ busy in tho things 1 of God j jijlast- as Christ 
1 ether's business, 30 ,tho child. of God is hap- ! 
•-• father's business.. Motivated by the love of 
the work .of God, in tduch with, so manyinthe 
.rist was in the world jso ar e ; we 1 1 In this world, 
i God living that kind of lifefoiifch a maturing ■ 
o awaits that day Iwithout' feari iijtfohn says, with 
we may have boldness in the dayllof judgment". 
ie word ithat suggests openness t 1 and frankness, 
ich to tell,- there will be soMiubh to share, -and 
t. he climax - rather like two chiOldren who' have 
wh'ils the mother has gone out to do some shopping 
. given tasks to do, and they have! been busy. 
■ un she .went away "When I come| back I want to see 
getting on".-. The- .re turn, the ' premised return is 

• uraent and eagerness. The. children are just des- 



■ perate for the r„ ther to come- back so that they.,' ca^ show- her just 
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S?Ls h S lovl? iL^' ? n 'J thiS ° nb of the Srei'lcharac^er- ' 
jls-cics at love? Love longs to share with' the one loved what it 

cf% l™ , d °. ing • * ot in ^ ^^ of boastfulness but :£f spirit i 
wfii L d hap P ln P ss and gladness that the very success -maybe 
will be a pleasure and joy to the other.' i^.mayoe , 

u?U^ ag ° I '^ ame across a littlG bit l of ™rse whi'c'lilkas stuck ! 
in my mxnd ever since I first heard it. this is how JSruSS:- ' 

"On, dare and suffer all things, 'tis but a stretch 'of "iroad ' 
Then wondrous yords of welcome I and then, the ?££ foKol." 
THE PORTRAYAL OP THE LOVE OP GOD )]\\i 

THE POSSESSION OP THE LOVE OF GOD !'!*'' 

THE PERFECTING OP THE LOVE OF GOD 

No wonder we have 
OF GOD " 

THE LOVE WITH WHtJh THE FELLOWSHIP tb pot ^ D or BLESSJD U bo this 
STS ?o?^?rfythin^ in°^ rld?° eXCh ^ S thlS ^ " "* 



titled this section -" THE CHALLENGE 1 V o ''tut: CHILD 
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ifeoWSHI^W ITHIN THE FA MILY OP GOD "| V' 

j| ; ' ■ ■•mi i 

Passage studied T .Trittr, Sjlg-l? ' „ . 1 ' 

■ 1 — — L 23.rd February, lqy ?. 

T|ffiMFE_ p^/HICH THE FELLOWSHIP IS BASELJ li ' 
?|iS!^^ 5 r , have; titled 

"™jfe^NCE_WE^CAN HAVE OF THAT LIFE" ■ " "' 
And first of all we jjwant to note::- , ~ , $ ' 

. mJBIBSEiaLBL WHICH FA ITH WTT.T. T.nntr j>' ". 

r^r^J^^ffidl^tffo&^^f 1 ^ PS* ™ bf ^ b « ■*»*«. 
trast to, and yet a? ?he same Si, °I*IS E Pistle stands ^ both in con- ' 
to, a similar verse\t the^d J5 e .^ands in a sense asjcdmplementary 
20,31 ve read "these' are IrltLn + hS 8 ° Bp ?^ J . J nthe Gos P e l ^ Joh/ 
that believing ve m?l<rh+ », , ?5 « hat ye mi S ht believe i. ;>.'■.... j and 

have I vrttS* StSgSS S3 beg" " }f7 ^ Wr±tes >•« tutf* 
concerned with the CfS 2 I ev ? that- y4- may know". .• II The gospSl is 
the epistle wJth th$°assurLcf wH^S 1 ^ 1 ^ 111 l^dfto^iSt 
salvation is the 'thete of tS !nli hShOUld :be the sec l uel *° faith So 
epistle. And right Eav we I aS T 1? assurance is the theine -of the 
assurance that ifabfoStelv ^tJN d iS tlnot * on ' between salvation and 
yet in our experience^ inmoflLI al: they are not the same thine, and 
Many years agfmy coL^ the LI* ?° nfUS | *£ e 0ne with '^Sr 
Kinloch RannSch Paribh (Wn£ ?Z\ Jame ? E ' ' Du *°an, now Minister ; of 
called "Chorus 26^.f A^thS'tSS^h * traCt f ° r childr ^ that was 
namely that produced sf +J?" - f there was onl y one chorus book 
then known, l^^^^^^^tSj^T^ *% C - B -*WaS°tt 'was 
tered .by Jesus precious blood «*/?* ° S I , am Safe because I'm shel- 
cannot .break His word " b- L !f K m 8 ? re beca ^e He promised and He 
and- the promise of God at • i i ?- h±S £ ract on the story of the Exodus 
bloody wm pass over y" '^hXf JaL P T° V6r " Wben : ^ «£ 
that first Passover nigh * here w «™* ^? 8 S* 10 ^ Pointed' out that on 
Jgypt. There were thoai 'TvLl really three k± ^ of people in 
•there on the lintels o? , r ,S but , not safe - the blood waf not 
they would come to no L L 0?TGS * 8 fcut the y were quite sure that 
God that had comrto them (hroSh 8 Mo they ^ not belie ™ the SSd o? 
who were safe but thev '' hrou S h Moses, Secondly, there were thoS 
fight but they were not mJ^Vf ? Ure - the bl °°d was therl al? 

were' £*£" ^™^££ Sl^oM V °f? of .^^throug^Moses 
were those who were nafo „„,* would be well. And final tIT +h Q -*. Q 

sure that 004 wouU fafp H?e w£rt " J"!.. 1 ' 100 ' 1 waa «>e« anaS we" 

Popple were equally faff St tl^f?*" 1 ° f the laat *»o groups of 

a heS 3 ?o th8y Were sura ^d til o?her e So? e i ay ln J . t,M fao * *at L the 

oauae they are not Sokw f or thS? ab ° Ut "' in aU Probability ill 
So to our etuiy, ana I SSTSS t°o notion you-*" di «— * ?bin S a. 

-y dteturb^ a„ a uepreaa^t^T-oS^elt^t^^ 3 
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^?t4S^o a S° U Si *?? \° ye 0f a girl or a man '- 'doesi jilfe really love 
me?' 'Does he iteally love me?'- and that period of I uncertainty is 
a time of: misery. This applies also to uncertainty fJaWput our re- 
lationships to -God and this is the most unsettling : aricT "depressing 
uncertainty of jail. I 'want to make two comments concerning this 
burden of doubt., from which my faith is freed. First of all:- 



B.- 



(a) The presumiptlon of which fai th can b e accus ed ■■■■ There are th< 
who take the line that it is presumptuousTor anyoi'i &b be sure. 
A great friend ;pf mine jfrom the island of Skye would never venture 
beyond I'll be. hoping so." if he was asked |"Are you a Christian? " 
± .would agree that it would be utterly presumptuous if I tried to 
Ilnd a basis fob my assurance within myself alone ; 'WEl' if there ! 

.were ample 1 evidences in God's revelation of Himself Hh' Christ that 
God means me td be sure, though the conditions of silVation iare I 
quite simple td understand and fulfil, : that God's promises- are ab- 
solutely clear,! then surely it could be in a very reabj sense 1 pre- 
sumptuous for ide to doubt the assurance of my salvation; for it , 
really boils ddwn to doubting God's Word. The assurance of which 
John is writing here has no hint of pride or presumption about it. 
I ? 2 ? ?2 t th: K nkin g m terms of conceit, of self-conf idenco , of 
tit~ T ig ? tcous 9 ess - The assurance of whichi the Bible Bpoaks has 
££? u% ^_ comi ir n with a Presumptuous spirit. The presumption of 

If ?ouffhere C Jname!y?- Bed * "* ^ **?' ** fffi**^ elsb 

(b) |h^^enljLoj^bxjM^._£alth can be as sured *4Se'se things ' 
+ a I+ L W S f n ' (Un iu I 0U that belie ™ °n the"H555" of. j the Son' of God; 

• vSfn+I ? aY "# ^^^^-^^i^g^ei^a^J4fe''(and thbj o'lder manus- 
liR to «S3 OP T S^ e *? J h S veri ^~ in ?der that ye may! know; That 
^/S.?^! John wanted thorn to know, he wanted them! to' be sure, and 
n lnS5i 8 win x ? P^P^with «"» whole testimony of.^hk New~Tistament 
I know whom Ijhaye believed "(writes Paul.! jj'ttfe know we 

PoS n ? a r e - f T d0ath unt0 life " **"<« J A Surely un- 
certainty is-n^ver sume thing that love , deliberately fibsters: uncer- 
tainty is something that love would end; J f ! 

towS° we ^ b fP I ? by notfLng THE BURDEN 03F DOUBT FROM 1 M icH FAITH IS 
jjkjmmj: and then note secondly:- ; ' !1 



THE BASIS^OF TRUTH ON WHICH FAITH MUST REST 

Sol S? r rnrt« r «n't d Jr! 8 ??4.i? thos ° wh0 " bGlic V e °n theijname of the 
movemLt LJ^ tha ^ ^ X I tle word on ln the ^eek ^ the sense of 
St ■ 6 T d ^ nt0 ' < M 1 faith ±a something that reaches to- 
a shl/dSln X + ^ d COmeG J° rest in Him ' Justl-a's the anchor of 
bel?pJ« "A ?' t0 the °? ean hed and then sinks into it. Those who 
l^+JT+nJV't ?^ e ° f the Son of Go< *" are * those J,,who?e faith rests 
h?« %Ln V ^ h ° f jGBUa Christ " ^11 that He id,. | 111 that He 

has done an will do, all that He has said 'and does lay. The basis 
of my assur.' icf then is not in me at all; it is in i til Christ ' • 
lllZ^ll^J^^l 9 0t «». *2»<» of; ChrStwhSh% C reS;d 1 i 



closely to the! aspn 
salvation, andj thi 

(a) What He did 
death on the Cross 
Christ, in His; dea 
which He alonejl cou 
need never be (done 
God, it means that ; 
•who loved me and g. 
in such a Saviour? 
within its coriten' 
happy, neyertheler- 
the bliss ofijhls • 
whole, is nailed "t- 
Lord} Praise <he lo 
is an. aspect of- fan 
ability, in the sk.' 
another. 



nee that God moan's me to have? 
rst lies in:- ! 3 



concerning my 

'iri 



■supremely by that we mean whit He did by His 
In a mystery beyond all human . understanding 
. did something ab.out the sin/of'the world 
do; which we could never have j done and which 
.ain. When I believe on the name! 1 of the Son of ' 
m leaning my whole weight upon 'the Son of God 
■•Himself for me, ' Is it presumptuous to believe 
Jne of the old-fashioned gospel ttrmns which has 
orae stresses about which I would 1 not be too 
makes this tremendous statement - "My sin, oh 
urious thought; My sin, not in part but the 
>■ rt Cross ' so I ^oar it no more . j . ; Praise the 
1! Oh my soul." Faith in what ciphers have done 
a that is common to. our daily t life; in the 
1, in the reliability of the workmanship of 



'Pp^+v 1 ■««„ u — 1 1 * "■*-*» mj - j -j- "j "J- tne wor^mansnip oi 
i;aith reaches out to, and rests on and in,! , the Son of 
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Jf flniehel" "SmV ^tbeforgive^ ^hat shout [of vict ory lit 
reconSili^^b J- v ? hat: Christ ^ w He had finished the work of 
™ C e ^fSEt §£ ^Ka^le?^ **? th ° H&< by the Faihe°r 
Son, The woK "^SSl^S^^fi 5K't&™* <* th * 



bedai&^i^ibile^^L ^ J* 01 ™ ? Uis " in a ^t 11 "*•» ^fe 

Su S e°riaik ^g? d Him lntQ m ^; iif i Th -; ; k^ oiy 

oSiBtV^i?^ 8 ^?-^^* M ^a±d: faxtifkn the work" of 

Weeslngl^hS^ina:?^^!^???? 1 " 8 J°W t8 simple ."jItThe final 
with Got ,n| John" w???o« "ij ?„i n thG ? Pea 0f a new,,', relationship 
stresses!-. ' . S ° f two as P ec te of it. ..First of .all he 

word 'S^|b^^5IS=S% l t A S J h» ,,8 haVe ^i 36 ° f thiB 
three times In the enJS+S ~ f^ w ? la , ve come ac 5o'ss already 
talk. Whit $ G?ifft-h ?h>, FeakX ??l 9 f H*wty, *of freedom to 
serve which ftaJ^Jf • T 5 0mao Cal1 ^ That absolute lack of re- 
work "oi^ vo^ aC Th^Sowl^ fr if nd f i ?;.f ad Wb, "fe ht *aS tS 
share everything and S rti Sffi the facility, the readiness, to 
the Creator of the Univp^f 7 f ? xth 0Ur Fathcr God who 'is also 
Father SJiuS Jesus Christ Lf ?h/ G haVG C ° me i to taw as °^ 
makes thi.i pfeble makes' -it J?? ~?n aB8 S;? ,ioe !ffi^ ave ir > Chris t 
"He heard , u's" ?hn^ ?{Lit all 1 rea1 ' * h is is.HAel confidence - 
each their dS weaSt J 'V? ff 9 tremond 4 » *e give them 
to say, H« wXtelahk^^T ^ X f to say God: ^areth - that is 
He la y ^.; W K t L«- h 2" , B H f h :S t J n t J hear ' He i^raOSg'to hear? 
Sinners,! insignificant ltJ+i? 8 "? hear ? -^ ~ ^ 'are we? j ' 
teen brou fi „? into ?Ss faht a ^S'°^f b f throus fe °*# ist we h ^e 
the access jJ o««« ? t antaat -Lc and (unique relationship. Yes. 

dlsagreemc, :\Sng,;t ChSatlSJ £*?* °J ^ intin ? # ^at «£ 

13 the true symbol of oS faSh £1™ ff h ? r a %# or a crucifix 

realise; that |the fi t symbol JE^n. 1 ** ^significance when I wo 

cance of the c Ji « symbol, g.iven;to us by God, 'of the signifi- 

rent in twain fr K ? P f l'? 3 J h i torn veil °^ the Tempi??! 

which tenr3 s f th. '?.cosS P l«°o2E b T° n " *hat approved sy^boi 

f b N Tho I ±0 ° pen " r d John goes^pfto stress! that: 

IDj Thgianswers cor+-Hn ^ k nl* , . h I: 1 ■ 

s oever^e-a^kTwe ..T^fSf^L ^ 5 F W0 ■ ^^ h ? i Ga re th ' us , what- 

The answer vXL' 'J^l h T G l hc P G titions! tri&t we desired?" 

an answer isterl- a iw??', b °, ao '," coul k% 'wait\olt 

His will (v.JG) 1," m eS 'wait y tt w 1 ?! 1 * i 8 i.'f n & c oordaAceiwith 

and love of pur o.-.:-t5y paints mak™ „" ell <\ H S?[°fc fcen the wi ^om 

over the matter to he love Sf tS S + f Wait " fl ^? I^ avi "g handed 

about tho Wue that we wluld not nS^ 6 - w \ can t 1 ^ an assurance 

being dealt wjith , J S beS^ SL 5^ W1 f? ^* .^ e matter is 

God ha.o takenj the ratter if hand ' " X * b f ^ l00ked after - 

This loads Jri'hn r.,-, )„+„ ! 1 I HI 

its intorpro?Sion It SoS?f ff whicl ? is extro.^ difficult in 

that Pray L u ^■^ZL^^V,T^f^ s ^lZ^ t 
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SK! tS* WS '° ffGr f0r 0thGrs; but what is n0 * quitii clear Is 
what John means and who the others are to whom L how refers la ; 
the closing verses - what prompted him is not obvtfous either It 

elaSd ?r.?f f " foo * i ?? ? JWs determines wnat ™Ul$f uncorl? 
'life- ro'oi ?I.nh d de fh Vtho words, which folloO D° a ™tho 

Thd i^i?a- L°? d thG word death refers to spiritual death I 

Christ -'Sr L??^!f r^ 11 leacI a man - ! t0 a final rejection of 
woS 'broSir? i« rol? 0ma5 + 0n th ° ° ther band ass ™ e s that the 
tSeref o?e the lSe^hS tS S i- ° SOJ ? ebo £ y V hb is a Christian and 
that a person caf be So^hfT" *? P^cal 1-^Uand the' death 
which iHSllVW d0Wn t0 is a Pliysical death. A siln 
create such S„S?I ■ K iS a P crsis ^Gnt attitude! that- could 

thafour , tyerlslo"^ ? t S f0r t ' 0t $ e ^ : an! thB.second isT' 
the lives ' othi™ «» effective, that It will We results in 

the arTtt, i moves ihbworS T'?V U * *, s ? ai "*M '^ayer . movjes 
thiq f. +i- „S; .? world to bring, salvation ddwnL" jlnd all 

the a „ay of acce^f nofoet "T^T •* *» Christian* to"S« 
certain. 7 pen and to >,hom ? he answers are now : 

islo'Un, JftJa £?? S^L V hi0h W ° ? re oa 4 u The W>dy 
us to. 1 i0 TO ?' ue " or experience i* ks Sod means 
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Passage studied T' John ^ :18-P1 



! " r 'i^th March, 1Q7 ? 



A. 






THE LIFE Off WHTra t he FELLOWSHIP IS B/iffen 

«M^ifeyiWjffl T '; r y' Epistle which we have titled "THE 
Epistle divided it™f 7 "I f omd °i nto tt™» I?!*J" t J , K? i ory Teraee ^ 
the^eeond^ 1 ^^felSwg gSgajS' 

our sub-Utle:I e these three last verses of the Epistle we take. as 

! : 2 ' iTHE CONVICT ION WITH WHICH FAITH CAjTJ^AK 

?aStSs» a wit?ich e johT^^ cer- 

words "we know" j ?L ?£,? 2LJ 1 ? J 9 **!^ Each is f produced by the 

round:- I hS fl ^ at certain ty of ,which John Aow, speaks centres 

I i| ' l I : IjIj 

THE SECURITY lOF THE CHRISTIAN'S EXPERIENCE 

^^fSWlSilS 23 $^ 1&t ^°^ illiixe R.S.V. and 
translation o£ v 18 Se LoS +£? fey -English Bible*,! and taking this 
but He who wS bo™ i? %5 Z that u anv one bom ofljGb.d does not sin, 
touch him!" 35 f?nd +L+L keepS hi ?'. and the e ^isqne does not ' 
First of aailhe^\r^Sde? r of!l° StrandS °f «* h — 

■ that ^jfe S^jyfejg Whlf * tbP ^ ristian wjai^gfce "We know " 
already lace? tSs kSd °o/s? a ?^ h n J*V doe H# 'Win. We have 
of the use by John of thS n2S ! !* and BtreBse d ! ^b significance 

' by the new SLthSrS now %SI 8 S nt enSe ' ^P^^'^'at to those who 
no longer the D leSur«M +v, PO,3S ! S80 f s of the (i P i P e nature, sin Is 
that what use'dto ^51liJ h ? natural > «"» desirfee thing to do; 
writing ■ hort W ?hi ;! J ? y f d i S ?° W "^^d no longer. John is 
Bin th& in Jo We? con?S' + h f i % 1 ' !cont ^l,^dulgence In a 
the Christian]? K Sft? W1 S "^ degre? ibF tolerance by 
Pig and a Sep fell i^to a ~Sd^ arli ^ ;0n ** W #**"•", if a 
it the eheepfiSuld stJSSie t?£ + ^S5i 1fha iS. th ? pig: would wallow in 
John has, in Jind he?H g £l vet® L S* 24? is kftfe conception that 
high .the standard S'thJ^Ll™' S " n0ii the ^Hfeation of how 
Christiana? iThev ™ il P8 /? many peo P le b^Mffrom becoming 
couldn't' keer ?t y „n i ? ? ly a3 ? d le gitlmately afbjikj that they 
who are no? Christians h^^ ±S i*/?* a fact WlWoftS those 
what is required ofTch?T« + ? ""S fa±rer and cl WF Picture of 
name of Ch?St? But that SwI^X ST^^MpJ vho bear tne 
Perfection which would K 2 < of that inability' to Attain to the 

which the Cto8tiS^ e aS^ e to O +hS% 0hrlB TmHl' indeed ' to 
with another- reminder^anrt'Ss're^de'r I s^f \ 1$ 'k* the anSWer 

™ ^HP^^ * " d "but He who 

wonderfully this nhS^t UT u , ? vxl one doe s not touch him." How 
would see£ y a s i? thf SSiSfp^ 1 ! l^f ° f thou ght! In the A.V. i? 
indeed, a 'mlSrSle w^iSt-^ 8 ?^^ ?^- elf " that woiad be 
going to be'kept by Christ wh«? n ^S e Chris ^ Qn is somebody who is 

outlook, and the whoS prospect JA^rT ±h&t makeS f'° th6 whole 
w Prospect ahead. I have on my bookshelves a 
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book entitled}! "Saved and Kept" by Dr.: F. B'. Meyer J . What a tremen- 
dous tr^th this is" to lay hold of - that He who saved us by His 
death will keep us by His power. Nowonder J. B^Ph'illips trans- 
lates this verse "he is in the charge' of God ' s own Son and the evil 
one must keep 1 his distance". Years ago I remembdri Searing' the 
story of a small boy who went to school for the first time; he was 
very small ana very timid and another much bigger- jboy made his life 
' •? 1Se J ab J e + J y KPy^ hira ' Bu t °nc day the small* key's big brother 
+hw °* I the Situation that had developed and determined t5 do some - 
• thing about it. and s:o the next day at achool when Me bis bullv 
" ?5SS e d T S ° d H the h'ig brother and the big bully ;had to re treat. 
Son? nATft ?? 1°^ told that wh ^ en the °ig ^dfher stood in 
the bovf inSir 11 b ^ ot 5 e ^ ?nd challenged the big bully to come on 
the boys standajig around all started .to laugh. TheUii brother 
; sSaS r h?i?H y ^ hey WG +. laughing, and ^hen turned td 'seetha? hS 
! the bJ^ w??5 **? -l ee ^ S ™ Und him ^ nd taking hid (little fist at 
..the blgbullyl Like jthe old negro wh'o was being! launted about \ his 
• conversion wi^h his Jornent or saying Is cathingly fJdff Sambo, you got 
de mastery olfer de deto. The old .negro replied^ I 'no, I ain't lot 

: ?h^ St r y ??KS e d ? bil but rs « ot d * Masi ^ r ob d ! e?debll» aid 6 
1 '2* B S XaC :"f Xt ' I : lov3 that oldichorus which Jays, "Kept by the 
power of God, Kept by the power of 'God. Day bysdaK qome whal ma? 
. Kept by the power of God.". | $ ]' y 

nonoS^ t + ^ r £ ainty /' ;Lt 5 Y hich St * John ends this tremendous Epistle 
certSS?v ?J iKT'i*? =° f ?T Christian's experience, The second 
S^ a ^ ty " Stated in v. 19 and here (the certainty epf which John is 
writmg ( centres round the thought of :- 

>• THE_IDENTITY IpF THE CHRISTIAN'S EXPERIENCE 

T^?u r ? ad L" A r i we ^ ow that we are of God, and Ud whole world 

«+?««* t* J lJp° W u y r J he evil one -"l ? ere a sain there are two 
strands, of thtough?. |Eirst of all:- [ 

(a) The source _fi 
that we^are of God 

so tK'n.SillB 118 ?"J'°f a J sprin ® derives its wat&c| from the'spring 
so the Christian life is derived froS the very h|arfc of God Himself 

SSs C e we e a S1^ ty - that e3Cia ,\ 5 betwe ^ n Christianfanl ChrirtiS bl- ' 
no^L we ! J^ ! al1 «*arors m the same^l.ife, derived %om the same 

mYhtk Tn^% alS ° the af f ini ty that exists between! the Christian 
-Sw.a ?rpmplt5° r WQ are Partakers of 'the divine '.AAhfare and there is 
: n? a a J ^ nd0 ^ s ^ sen3e of one ness of .mind and outlppk, of thought 
'• are of SS 1 - S^V* 18 Christian > and. his God.* ; f ff'kn^ tSf we 
• S«« «*£«■,■ +' ^hata tremendous assertion to make W it is made, it 
caus^ ofi £3° ce: ftainty. +J ohn is convinced aboil .$. But just'be- 
between r£?Si ° af f lni ty between Christian anl Christian, and 

Detween Christian and hia God, John, also speaks pjt D . . 

rnlLl^TT^r— ^-^^^h^Christia n's life jj U leaser! and that 
ChriS^n «o • W ° rld m ? the power that .rulis~oveJ i ; C If the I 
' the SlF+S 8 ? !?? w !^ ow that we are of God" he |ibo recognises 
the fact that "t.. whole world is in jthe power o? the evil one}'. 
« in the A.V. as wickedness isiyirsonalised in 
as "the evil one": John Stottflnihis commentary 
word lieth as if ;to suggest' ^bMjtj the world is 
«»r of the evil one unaware, unWrjfcurbed, uncon- 
i condition and without any deiibe what ever to 
xm truth, buf it is a truth thi-tPis stated again 
w Testament that' if a person is .not a Christian 
and let -ur ^Z^ZyJ' °i^ e o J he authority and the,, power of Satan, 
Silt" ?hIH« V ^5 at ?atan so often does appWhas "an angel of 
of th^nirn S , ' teaching of the New Testament:! 'land the power 
til thev np«l L X! " a P ° W 5 r 6t which people m *y be ^, ui te unaware un- 
are held t° u ?°?P;.?<w « "then they' realise^ Sow strongly they 
•■• sSmebodv JS ^-rf? ip f force ^ that are a g a ±nst CnSist, Jult as if 
thev 2 ,^J ifti 2 g , dOW 2 a stream. or drifting with; the tide .and 
•it Li IhZ a JE! SJ the fa ? mtil the ^ turn anflJt* to swim "against 
PauTwrittL -n y + diS n°T er U8t ? ow stron S the cu P r ^t really is, so 
K't t + ^S' -° the Colossian church in Colossiansillai writeB of 
the Christian as one whom God "hath delivered from She power of 



.L3^1ch^thjiJJhrj ; sjian!.s._lJ. fe is deriv ed "We know 
i.The Greek reads ] literally "6ut[bf God" Just as 



The 'word translai 
other translation, 
makes a note ;of t} ; 
there under iihe pi, 
scioUs' almost of i 
move. ' This Is a r 
and again in jthe 
then their lives 
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PhJ!^p 8 nf ?* V th translated into the kingdom of his dear Son" A 

of^verfiSn^f'pK-^ 11 aS a Change ° f na?ure; a ^ange., : ,of 5 faster, • 
!LShS 3 Christian as. now under the authority of »G#s dear '' 
Sun and He has ; taken over from "the evil one!'. But of do A it is 
not simply the mower jwhich controls the world from which \SI Christ- : 
Ian has been released, but the whole pattern of life whidh W followed 
Sds PU ?he e worL^ e T ld ' T ?? Z°J ld ' s lan ^' «« Wldtt San™ ! 
has beS ilSiJlS Si™ 8 ^ th6Se are som ^ning that the, Christian ' 
about a ChrinS^ ^ ^JV 8 f omethin S unmistakably .different I 
otSer C^SSfanT' r 1 c0 ^^ ed ^ °* h «™ ^ recognised imm^iately by ,' 

"h£S ctrlatt°y fe J< *? mak9B in theSe ; ° l0Si ^ -^centres 
C ' THE REALITY OF THE OaRl gTIANts EXPERIENCE ! J'[ ' J «] ! 

There is nothing phoney about it, there is nothing ilWcfrV Limit -n-- 
"e^aS'S^ tW ° a3PeCt4 ° f thlS re ^' ^S«tf SS ii ' ■ 

(a) The hlStolc-al rkllty, "We know that the ! Son of God 'has 'come" 
Lorf 3 d ? W6r€? wri * te ^V <*e who had companied wi?h thai Jiving 
SS?^SS ?J S ^ Q r e i know thafc the Son of God has come. ,?ne bISf of 
ical SJ iS Sin ?^ t0 ^ Cal facts ' in historical events & histor- 
PhSoS4v th*?1E£°£ Th - ba ? is ** the Christian, faith is not tt 
2£ K+L S S Ji e f n , ima Sined or thought, out, ! or worked-: out by 

Sod' How Sad ^TSVX** 8 ? 21 revealed b y Cod ,'j carried throughly ' 
# j mow glad I am that this is so. Facts,, not feelines* are the 

tSSSS^aSK whicl 7 fa ^ Wi11 r6S J" ** i/ther^fslheMs- 
a^xpeSenceT 3 L^Ilsb : -^ "^ ^j ° f my ^^ faith ! 

(b) The continual rellity, The new life received gives us ike ciDaoifv 

3?J2° W .,?\ real i 1 ty r? r * e - S race of Cod exper^entlny i/gur om y 
lives. "We know that the Son of God has come! and we Sow that hThas 
given us understanding to know him who is true; and wS drle lin him- 
nal Sfe r "%H n h± 1 ^ Jv ™ 3 Chriet * This ^ ^e true Soiwd eter- 
Ss t™ and S e ~n?- a i!. a rSali ^ ab ° Ut the Ghr ^™ expedience that is 
thiS IhVZi +£ ^ i ps n any other form of reality. It may! oe some- 
see ft^ aSd tM^S^ 1 ? an S annot SGe but ^c Christian icari £5 does ' 
entered is the u^l^Vl"? 11 ^ into w ^ ich the Christian has : 

^^C£SP(^ ? 8 - * "-^ a f?ea*An1^ 

fe^™!^*? ^^ *Ji8 fellowship is bathed i the love waWh which Ue ! 
to live! IGJ - J - owsn ,j Lp thls ; ls! What " amazing life we la're called i 

^*5^^oS?ofeHjSJ*J' r, rdB , ^ Ch K J fcl b e the! 
dren kPPn S«^2«i g ' C S lly ?® nned in the Ne^ Testament 'Jftt'tle chil- | 

sSemenfirSe Lf?? "% Jne wonders wnT thiArticSar 
where tSey we?o { liviE^ii EoSKu« le t*^ J°5 n ha J su d a 4WT^ a lled | 
to the goddess DiSaf ftood on fi ^ +? Ephe ^ us wherG th ? r gr^at temple 
He suddenlv tMnW^J! ' one of the seven wonders of l& world, 
perils tha? thef^would facf *1T ILl^ ^ w S uld ta ^W ^he i 
they should heed "S3rS„ SS®" ? en he gives them "the jjijooept that ■■ 

f also godT" 1 have -aesoKw 5 ^ ? Y d6a ^ children » a<$iist every ; 
allow Lything To lifer it « A^d Jn W ?M P S60 f &t • y i I ^ n ' * 
a note of affectioS n ,mm 00 i 5 thlls gr ^ at e P is 1?Ml ^nds with 
on your guarttlS^e^^.loJP 1 ^ " T dear "» e ^' b. . 
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The Second Epistle of John f] -\. 
by the Rev. George B. Duncan, M.A. T';' 

• i *. hi " 

Passage studied - Second John 2|0th, March. 1968 

1 - ; 

This is a. letter that reflects the pastoral care of an old minister 
•for his flock, for whether this was written to a single lady and her little 
children or to a Church and those that were members of the Church, they : 
were members apparently of the flock over which the aged apostle had over- 
sight and in which he took a great concern. We have here ,aribther personal 
letter only this time the author is John, the disciple whom Jesus loved. 
There are three changing themes in this epistle. At the beginning there 
is a great deal, said about truth ; then the theme switches 'in'^vv. 5 and 6 
to love ; and then in vv. 7-11 to error . In v. 4 there is a rather lovely 
phrase "I rejoiced greatly" and so we have:- |- M ! 

I ' "u, 

A. THE DELIGHT HE FINDS IN THEM , h ; 

— ________ — ,| ., l 

"I rejoiced greatly" The bond that was binding the pastor to the flock 
was the bond of love v.l. "to the elect lady ....... whom I love in the 

truth" and here we have a love that was able to delight in, and to 
rejoice over the lives entrusted to its care. It wasn't 1 just that he 
was happy about them, he really was thrilled about them.- Not only was 
this the delight q'f the love that was in the heart of I John, the apostle, 
but also others loved this group too, whether it was a' family group or 
a family group in jthe sense of a fellowship of Christian's . And the 
basis of all this Irejoicing had to do with the truth that had come to 
'.them in tho Gospel of Jesus Christ. You remember how| ; Jeisus Christ 
said "I am the way, tho truth, and the life" Now twoijbh_ngs obviously' 
had made the apostle very delighted as he considered this group of 
Christians. The first was that:- ': ',■ 

( a ) The trut h had been learned v.l. he speaks of knowlrig tho truth. 
v.2- he speaks of 1 tho truth dwelling in us, or receiving the truth. 
It is interesting . to nf.te that the word that John cho'oses here to 
define the gospel: is ti, ■ truth , and that truth is Christ '. Do we want 
to know the truth about wan; about God; about sin; about' salvation; 
about the life tojeome^ Do we? Well, listen to Christ, -'He is the truth. 
Here we have a group people who had learned tho truth. When you and 
I come to see the tru'.,.. as it is in Christ and we listen to Him then 
V ?+^ r £ listenin S "to B<-m,ebody who is right and anybody -who disagrees 
with Him is wrong. It is not just a matter of bad arid good, it is a 
matter of truth and error, and Jesus Christ is the truth. If wo want 
+° 5?°rv. the truth wo havo 6 ot to know Him: if we want ,'to learn tho 
truth then we must liston to Him. This is of course what our Lord 
said about Himsulf , and it is this sense of the truth that John has in 
mind. These folks were those who had come face to face with the truth 
as it is in Christ and had welcomed it - not it but Him. John speaks 

« ?it n e truth "^hich dwolloth in us and shall be with us for 
ever. While the form in which the message of tho gospel is conveyed 
may need to be adjusted to muet the modern mind, the content must not 
S e ,S a ^ ged 5 ocau so -the truth is etornal and unchanging. Christian 
lu _ 2, opposed to knowledge but is based upon it. Not only was 
the truth something that had been learned but:- 

i*) The truth was being lived v .4. "I rojoiced greatly that I found 
some of thy children walking in the truth" Now that analogy of a walk 
suggests progress. Conversion is something that happens but it is only 
a beginning. It is not enough to ba converted: it is essential to be 
converted but it is not enough. Having learned the truth, having wel- 
comed the truth, having received tho truth, having been permeated by 
■cne truth, we have got to walk in the truth, we have got to go on over 
more deeply into the truth of God. The Christian is walking in the 
trutn, walking in Christ, and He is the very environment in which we 
J-ive. This is what these folk wero doing - the truth had been learned, 
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t 5 e xJ rut ?:, was bein S l^ed. These were the folk that ' caused , the heart 
of the old minister to thrill and to thank the God of grace "and mercy 
upon every remembrance of them. Here is the apostle, here is the little 
group -of Christians, and he says - I am absolutely thrilled with you, 
I am thankful for you,: I am rejoicing. Is this true of us? Are we the 
kind of Christians that our minister is thankful for? The delight he 
finds in them- and this all emerges around their relationship to the 
truth, the gospel, the Lord who is the gospel, the one who says "I am 
' m? e J 1 ?? , ,_ The tru ' th . had been learned and the truth was being lived. 
The delight he finds in thera,,and then secondly:- i : ! ! !i . 

■ B • THE DESIBE KB HAS FOR ' THEM . ; i , I 

Havingisaid in v. 4 "I .'rejoiced", in v. 5 he goes on "and now'hl beseech" 
or I beg, and the theme moves; from truth to love. While "ithe^e "was so I 
+^ C 5 £? J el ifi hi; h±B h^art the i apostle was alert to a possible weakness '- 
that their faith ,and the truth that they had learned flhouild'ibe all head 
and no heart, and that is just about as bad as to be all jhieart* and no 
5U??' J°?J? eed both actually'- head and heart. "Christian: truth in the 

significance of the word;, the truth as it is in Christ ,.1 Jesus, is 
more than simply a creed, a belief, a truth grasped, and so in the 
verses here where the -theme is love, the apostle speaks' of :- 
(a) The love that trut h includes The truth of the gospel is not simply 
concerned with a new -relationship to God through Christ tiujtbwith new ■ 
resources in Christ; not simply a creed to believe but a tourist to '• 
possess - and that Christ is love; He is God and therefore He is. love. 

I beseech you" I beg; you "that we love one another." In'ithe Christian 
meaning of love there j may bo an affection for,', but there j is: essentially 
an evaluation ofanother person. The Christian values other (people tre- 
mendously. In his earlier epistle I John 3:14 the apostle says, "We . 
Know that we have pasped from rtoath unto life, because wo jlove the breth- 
ren. : That is to say 1 the evidence of the new life is the' Sew love, 
ihis is what John is concerned about for this wonderful grojup of Christ- 
+ +u"^ -, ? ngS; ■ at ^ he y shou - ld evidence and demonstrate Itihe love that 
5km a includQt3 - l n Thiaj in exactly what our Lord said in John ."13 w. 34 .'and 

35 'A newcommandment I give Unto you by this shall all men 

SSL?:!*;' love '-°?° P° another." The hallmark of a valid .Christian ex- 
perience is a new love - a love for Christ; a love for pd'opT.©, a love 
tor the world for which Christ died; and this* is the greati [longing in 
the heart of this old minister for his people that they snduld- exper- 
ience the love that' truth includes . -Ho also wants 'them io know:- ' 

l^LA-" lifo that lovo ^Ygjggg. v - 6 - "And this is love [■! that ' we walk 
SSf commandments." The life that love in-olves is i the life of 1 
S^ f 1 ° b edienco that love so gladly and rillingly U g\ves. \ Obed'- 
inSSLJ • I is another hallmark of the Christian. "Ho that hath my ,' 

SaT^SX™?^ ^ et ' " hon ha " U that loveth me «" frft sim P l7men- 
lSatfSJ \2HT ^ l PGi ' ul «**»«**"» - the truth andlrf love dom^ 
matted 55?£ o™ 3 **' cc polling every moment, every mblive, every ! 
+™SfLi i h i T > u 1 ^!" Wi !;a de£?ire! Ihis ia setting the fetandard 
foSSL hl ft ? Ut ^ hGl! 0Ve alwa y s seeks Perfection. I, 4,wb young I 
S^SES*!?* th ^ first ..aby go to infinite pains - the f knitting, 
?J S P ?o a J 10 ? °£ the ro ' ' the 1:Ltt l e nursery, the cot?*- everything 
J25 SSI ?S $**P*x*ooi. .It is exactly the same here I here is a ' 
tfet is JSShhS fl °S k f Ud h t has onl y S ot one standardi.f Qi r: them and 
heads hfwSS ?J\ H ^ if ; n S content for ^em just to have it in their 

desire ho h^ ?„i \-J n thoi '; l^™' Tho d °li6^ ho finds, in them: the 
aesiro no has for them: and then finally:- I. : 

C THE DEMANDS THAT HE ASKS OK THEM \-. 

thLftSLfw^ 00 ^ in v ' 8 " Look t0 yo^selves that wejlose not 
Sin L a S Iu h±< T h T have wrou gnt but that wo receive at. f ull reward." 
herof ?Sst o? n all:-° r Watchfulnos3 ' There are tw things involved 

w^h avg 5r5u?St » ba T b g -%--Tn- V ' 8 ," that WG loso not ^ose'ithings which 
the ilSnlS ?w\ J v B * Phl ll 1 P s translates.it "don't thrbw away all 

I' 1 ^ ^hat has * GGn , spent on you" They have done so well, they 
wondef w "1^?^ ^J 10 i B concorn ^ lest it should bje- wasted. I 
wonder how much labour has been spent on you and me. If we could see 
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with the eye of God down the spiritual road that we have' travelled we 
would find there were people who had prayed for us; Sunday School 
teachers who had prepared lessons for us; leaders who had! helped us; - 
ministers praying and enduring costly experiences in order that a mes- 
sage could be preached out of a heart that knew what it was talking 
about. Don't throw away all the labour that has been sp.dhjfc on you. 
The most important thing in the life of any Christian is 'to maintain a 
right relationship with the Lord, day by day. Yesterday^ relationship 
will not suffice for today: today's relationship won't suffice for to- 
morrow. If we get out of touch with the Lord then tragedy is round the 
corner, and this is what John is concerned about and with very good 
reason. As far as these Christians were concerned the anxiety he feels 
is due to:- i : I 

(b) An activity he fears v. 7 "For many deceivers ....'it.!; 1 !*.... an anti- 
christ." v. 9-11 "Whosoever transgresseth" or goes ahedi. or -beyond "and 

abideth not : I is a partaker of his evil doojds i " Anything 

that takes away from Christ's person, His work, His wdr'ds 1 ; His worth is 
to be guardod against; even a Christian friend can come, between you and 
your Lord. Have ybu realised that? Be on your; guard.'*;! The apostle was 
worried because there were people going around presenting 1 an incomplete 
view of Christ. Anything' 't hat clouds the vision; anything that spoils 
the' fellowship; anything that detracts from the glory j ! the sufficiency, 
the wonder, the person of IChrist - anything, anyone, keep.it out. That 
is what the apostle said - get rid of it. He says, v. 10 ,4 if these men 
come don't have thjem in your homo; they were denying the ! incarnation . : 
Don't have them in your home. This is wise counsel f or it,he minister - 
don't have them in your pulpit. ■ Why? Because they don't, present Christ 
that's why. | .1 L" , , 

This is the .demand that says - be on your guard, be alert, be watchful, 
take heed to[ yourselves, look to yourselves. Is there : akything taking 

away from Christ in your life? \.\ '{ 

I ! ! '! f 

John ends with rather a lovely touch v. 12 "Having many things to write 
unto you, I would ,|not write with paper and ink." Letters! are wonderful 
things. You can say quite a lot in letters but sometimes' there is so 
much you. want to fay that you can't put into a letter,. 1 ! jHere we see 
the apostle ' John and his heart ia so full, and so ho jjBjajjs, in v. 12b "I 
trust to come unto you, and apeak face to face, that jcjur/joy may be 
full." Then he adds the final greeting "The children 1 ,' (of ; thy elect 
sister greet thee. " This is one of the phrases which. -makes some com- 
mentators think that John is writing from one church to. ■ another - to 
an elect, lady from an elect sister - that he is really using imagery in 
order to describe, two churches. Somehow or other I hav6' the feeling 
that it was just to a lady, and John was unburdening j his .he art; the 
heart of an old minister to a group of Christians - maylpe just a family 
- whom he held in ! groa esteem and loved with great affection. ; 

So here we have the h- rt of an old minister for his |fj lock - The 
delight he finds in th m; the desire he has for them;, and the demand 
he asks of them. i,, ; ■ • 
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A PEEP BEH IND THE SCENTIK jii 1 

Epistle? cSlSg^iriseS^thf Sh* 6 ?* "% aame TO>±ter °* the Second 

"The SrSiSeter»?"o hereof ?ind S^n^P J + We ""W^ Wel? cal1 « 
hand writing +« t nJ : ? x . r V e * ind and old minister with 1 his pen in his 

nStSnTih^L^ ?bS a ^ an ; in membersh iP wfth the Church.' " is worth 
the only mintstr? « «+J?? I S may £°?\ a tJJn f in our live£J ^en writing is 
using their lll¥r^ ?J iJ 1 ? aV 1 ; but how fe ^ Christians seem to think of 
of SU cards San bS a real ^l'^^-^^^^ le *ters,and the £5t±£ 
Holy Spirit? | ministry xn itself under the guidance of the 

We WnothSg^ The'W - Gaius. 

epistle but soSe peobfi SrL 5^ U J ? im bey0nd what is "fit^n in this 
Romans 16?23 and tKfthS^S+S? h * ? &y *S the Gaius WW *<> In 
Corinth wa/n^s ft™ v tr ,7 have been written to him at Corinth, 
thought to have lived Jfiffr£^?%*S!! whe ?\ Joh n» thKp'pstle, is 
Ship! would^avel cons?anSv J^S thi \ e P istle mav have-] been written, 
sea! There is a re? hZrSi ll ^ frequently across the narrow strip of 
the fact Sat in &fc . pS? 1 !^*^** S iB lett 4 W ** view of 
mine host" it is iust^po^ihip a ^ + d ^? ribes 'J ho Gaiua \ he ^ as " G aius 
specifically aSout Diotrephes ^^JV^ ** ^ man f We *"» nothing 
be deduced from* tho letSS t+ ?f rrGd ,J? 1 ^ v ' 10 ' apa ^ fi * om w hat is to 
member of the Shurch Jibe Jo^ffi^S™ • tha ^ Wa8 either a Prominent 
Whether he held office orVol oSS? ? holding office, or : oven a minister, 
and power. Demetrius ref^lf^f 117 ?! H a man wno wanted Position 
son who bore the lo^er anf it ? S v - 12 ''is in all probability the per- 
elation of Deme?riu"a to GaSs anl S*jE J? 7 haVe ^ 8n in P art a ° ommen - 
other reference to a Demetriuffn !„J h ^ h urch . There is of course an- 
the riot at Ephe bus when PaS fS«+ B l S ll A " the sil ™rsmith who caused 
indeed a rather lively ?hoSt that ^nSSf '* X \i S Just P^sible, and 
come the Christian, like S SlS^n^L 360 ^ 01 then ma y now have be- 
mend in his letter is possiblv +b! W t 5° man John is coking to corn- 
were engaged in active evSSiiJm n^^ 61 * °J & g ^° Up of ^istiaSs who 

Prom „„„ • * evan g e lism and wore travelling round the churches. 

get certa^l?mpSes°of V ChurcS SB'toH ^f" H ° f V&1Ue in that « 
are four thiSgs we find here?- SQ l0ELg distan t days. There 

A. FIDELITY TO THE TRTTTTT 

truth^s^e 1 ?^^ 8 ^ s'Scond^S^r 'HS th ° Sam ° em P hasis on «» 
concerned with good and ev??^«+ SfJ 1 ^ o.? he Ch ristian is not simply 
concept of tho trSth^s JTioSIo JS J22S and error. The Christian's 
so we find in w. 1 3 J a «SJ^5 5 truth as " ia ^ Christ, and 
of course basicto all rb^.i 2 ? eforon cos to "The Truth" This is 
unconverted maS is wron^ ^SJ S li ? ing V. A Ghr ^tian is right, the 
as far as it is livod ?S ' ^ th ?^foro tho Christian way of living 
of living ^ w?oigT A Christian^^J 8 'I** ^ the oth ^ r ^»I wfy 
But it is worth nftine two +M ™ a d mak ? no J . a P°logies for this. * 
Rations of the CnSft^^^ 

v?4. *?8S5^gy^te=F^^ J-3. "I rojoiced great^" 

iu greater joy Gaius was ono who was "walking in the 
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truth that' is to. aa.y there was movement and progress and, direction 
about his life. There was growth and development. This was not some- 
thing claimed by Gaius but it was something recognised by the Church 
and reported on to John. This ought to be true of every Christian. 
It is true ,of phyeical growth,, it ought to be true in spiritual growth. 
How often when we meet a child .we have not seen for many years, or ' 
many months, we .say, "how you have grown" I wonder if we ever think 
df saying the same thing about Christians we 'meet whom we have not met 
tor many days - "how they have- grown" The second thing. to note here is: 

(b) John's desire 'for the prosperity of Gaius v. 2. "Bel-oved I pray" 
and he is praying for his 'physical health,, and" in doing so he pays an 
unconscious tribute to- his spiritual well-being, for John's prayer is 

A*t he phvsical condition of Gaius should be as goodi asj ,his spiritual 
2? + i on ' I reca -l 1 vividly the Rev. Alexander I'razer.bfj Tain saying 
5 a J n this P rayer was answered in a congregation whafy a 'scraggy lot 
of folk there would be in the Church because so many olf us are ter- 
ribly underdeveloped and undernourished spiritually while, ,' we may be 
blooming as far as' physical health is concerned. Here is the first 
mark then of the oarly Church. Fidelity to ! tho truth-, 



secondly? - 



B. CHARITY FOR THE CHURHTT .,.; -.,. 

Where there is life there will be love, and that love is! « expressed here 
in terms of hospitality. It is worth noting two things about Gaius a r 

(a) The 'welcome, "td o thers ■ihown'bv him Gaius was apparently a man 
who had an open house . His house was open to either . onei. .or to- two 
groups or kinds of [people r ""to the brethren" "and "to"|-^isitors" that- - : 
is to say, either to members of the Church or' to stranger's! pas sing • 
through. Obviously .the immediate application in" this Epistle is his 
kindness and hospitality to travelling- preachers. Hospitality of this 
kind used to be exercised. very widely in Christian homeslpiand still is. 
I have vivid memories' of visiting duch a home in Falkirk , many years 
ago, where I stayed; with a Mr. Macpheraon. Their visitor^ {book, when I 
thumbed its pages seemed to contain the signatures, and names and ad-r • 
dresses, of. almost, every • Christian preacher- of note in 'tie country. : 
This kindness of Gaius was not only appreciated by those 'who enjoyed 
it but talkod about by them. But John, makes a further!! point. He ' 
stresses not only the fact of the welcome to others shdwfy by Gaius but 

una li . — lj »' : i t 

i^ pP witness of oth ers was: shared by Gaius He wag ii in! a sense help- 
ing the cause. In v. 6 ho 'was helping them on their way, ; jv.8 he was co- 
operating with them; that is to say, by this indirect! kind of Christian 
service he was identifying himself with the redemptive i : purpose and will 

Zu xn " fcin ^ es of war those actively engaged in ,1 combat depend 
upon others behind the scenes* so in Christian work, and if we are not 
actually actively .engaged ■ in the front line of the battlS: there are 
other ways in which we can share. John reminds Gaius of ] the sacrifice' 
that such Christians have willingly- made and how his ownj generosity, 
in some ways, is not only an. appreciation but also a compensation to 
them for this. The Christians apparently made a poitrtroE never taking 
anything for their material support from the unconverted people whom 
tney were seeking to win. Here we may have an indication that in ev- 
angelistic crusades we should not have collections. 
i 

C HOSTILITY TO THE W ORTT 

~~ — i iH ',\f '■ 

^TA^ow -^ ^^M 8 a raferen ce here to another letteH which John ob- 
viously feared might be repressed knowing tho nature of the man to 
whom he had written. Diotrephes has become proverbial i!n ecclesias^- 
Izjri J? + ?x ^PreHontlng a certain typo of man wh'o jcraves position 
and power for its -own sake. Because of this he couldK brlook no rival 
ana was hostile to John and hostile- to anyone, or anything, that had 
any connection wiijh John., It is worth noting:- j H ■' 

W Thg motive in thi s man's hea rt He is described as! 'a man "who 
loveth to have the pre-eminence among them" Here was. a'.'man in the 
onurch for tho sake of the position ho could occupy and the power he 
could exercise. Alas this is a tragic possibility and a<not uncommon 
occurrence. There are those who are covetous of position, there arc 
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those who demand that others, should submit to their will. ,JThey will 
brook no rival and' tolerate no competitors:, they are very 1 ' often ruth- 
less and discourteous in 'their attitude to any who might :s'eem to '' 
threaten their power. They want to be what Dr. Paul Re es , calls "a big 
duck in a small puddle" or as somebody else described "they are quite 
happy to play in the band as long as they are allowed to 'bang the big 
drum". The motive 'in this man's heart was all wrong, and therefore :- 

(k) The manner of his life was wrong He had no room for anyone else, 
and so. in v. 10b we .read of his intolerance and unkindnessi to others. 
John was not wanted, these visiting workers were not wanted, and any- 
body who tried to be kind to them incurred the extreme displeasure of 
Diotrephes. He would seem 'to be a thoroughly unpleasant I kind of a 
person to have around. May God deliver us from ever being like him. 

D. INTEGRITY IN THE LJFE . • f 

———____ — |_ 

v.v. 11 and 12. Hqre is the fourth mark of the life of the early 
Church as envisaged by this old minister. The Church had to demonstrate 
the life of its risen Lord, and , so we see here: T ' „ 

( a ) The obligation laid upnn -fchpm They are told to "follow that which 
is good". Th^ contrast here is the contrast of. that which is good and 
lovely as compared I with the life of Diotrephes who is selfish and self- 
seeking. "The jauthentic evidence of the new life is a newj.life, and so 
John writes here "He that doeth good in of God" 1 , and if the character- 
istics of our life; are not good then the validity of our Christian . 
profession may well be brought into question. ' . i 

(b) The illustration gent to them Demetrius is an illustration of 
the kind of quality of life that the Christian ought to live. As I 
said in the introduction it i3 a matter of speculation,! arid some im- 
agination, as to who this man really was but the interesting thing 
about him is the- host's wholesale attestation of his -worth.." His 
quality is witnessed from three sources:- (a) He has ja 'good report of 
all men. V/hereverj he goes good reports follow; appreciation of his. 
rfeal worth is willingly granted, (b) The -limth, that, is.; to say Christ 
Himself, would appear to have owned' him as. His servant setting His seal 
upon his witness and ministry. And the third source (c) „ Ourselves - 
that is to say John himself gives his hwn personal reference and tes- 
timony to the quality of thi3 man. ! ' , I J : 

And so the old minister closes his letter and the curtains are 
drawn but' wo have Iboen able to have just a little poop behind the 
scenes into the life of the early Church. ' 
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Par. 61, Hy. 199; Par. 35, Hy. 430 w. 1,3,4. 
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